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HARTFORD CITY, Ind. — per male companions. Sbe said 

Most of Weünesday's testitnony i she heard about the charges 
at the murder trial of Roger | when she called back to Indi- 
Drolliger, 24, Waynetown, w43 ana. She also took her 3-year- 
given by Lináa Claycomb, 33,. old daughter on the trip. 
Wingate, who was a traveling © She said Drollinger and 
companion of two suspects who : Smith fled without her when 
fled to Florida after. the “they learned of the charges. She 
slayings of four Hollandsburg + added she was picked up by 
brothers, and by à ballastics - Florida police after they sepa- 
and firearms expert with the ;rated. ` ¢ 

“Indiana State Police. < ^". . . Also ‘testifying Wednesday 


; Betty Spencer had her day in. were Cheryl Stonebraker, 20, ` 
, court Thursday to teil about the- sister of Daniel; and James 


Feb. 14 incident in which her Lyons, 17, a stepbrother of 
son and three step-sons were Smith =. -` 
,; murdered. (See related Story Miss Stonebraker testified 
on Page 1) 5. grea ©- that she went to a Terre Haute 
.. Robert Conley, the weapons | rock concert with Drollinger 
_ expert, testified that.he was March 1. While passing through 
, present at all autopsies for the . Parke County, she said Droll- 
four slain brothers. He reported inger pointed out the location of 
_ that shotgun peiiets of the type © the killings. 
+ that could come from the guns - Lyons said the defendant 
_ Introduced earlier as evidence showed hima pistol and a shot- 
were taken from the bodies of gun he had stashed under his 
' the dead youths... +4. car seat. That was when Lyons 
, . He also said all four mainly - saw Drollinger, Stonebraker, 
, suffered wounds inflicted by Smith and Wright in a 


shot from a 12-gauge shotgun. Crawfordsville automatic laun- 
| Jn addition, Conley identified dry Feb, 13. 

three casings found in an area '' Lyons said Drollinger had 
t. near Shades State 'Park as asked him on Feb. 14 hours 


being fired with a 12-gauge after the slayings if he wanted 


, Shotgun retovered in the same’ a job. Lyons said Drollinger - 


j area. That shotgun was identi- explained the job would involve 
fied., earlier in the 8-day-old ads everything, including 
‘trial as a weapon seen in the ^murder" — ; 


.possession of Drollinger as ' Lyons sald he mentioned he 


much as a week before the would "think over" the offer, . 


' shootings, 


Mrs. Claycomb told the court 
during her time on the witness 
stand that Drollinger and David 


' Smith fled without her in Flori- 


da once they learned they were 
charged with murder in Indi- 


| ana. She quoted them as saying 


"we're getting the hell out of 


' here." 


but joined the Air Force instead 
a few days later. 
Lyons' brother, Andy, identl- 


fied for the court a 12-gauge. 


sawed-off shotgun, entered into 
evidence, as the one Smith 
brought to thelr house some- 
time before the slayings. 
(Editor's Note: Through spe- 
cial arrangement with cor- 


ing lots. © 

"We still haven't got to the 
lower level of the lots," Eng- 
land said. “The lower levels 
still scare me. I don’t know 
what we will find.” 

Divers could not be used in 
some of the undergrounc water- 
filled lots because of the danger . 
of electrocution. Many cars ree — 
mained in the water and police 
said some victims could oe in 
them. - 

Carter’s declaration Wednes- 
day makes flood victims 
eligible for immediate federal 
aid in housing for the homeless, 
grants, low-interest ioana for 
businesses and special un- _ 
employment compensaticn for 
workers who lost their jobs 
because of the flood. | 
Along with requests from 
Kansas Gov. Robert Bennett 
and Missouri Gov. Joseph P. 
Teasdale, Ser. . Thomas F. 
Eagleton, D-Mo., wrote Carter 


, that flood-rejated property 


damage “is likely to run into 
the billions of dollars.” | , 

An American Insurance As- 
sociation spokesman sald very 
few damaged businesses were 
insured. =: +; a , 

“As far as we can determine, 
there are only 1,358 flood insur- 
ance policies in the metropoli- 
tan area," said Fraak Lewis, a 
regional manager. ''Most of 
those are for private hores." 

Cleanup workers swarmed 
over the Country Club Plaza 


- shopping center, hauling debris 
and damaged merchandise 


from the 80 to 96 businessez hit 
by rampaging Brust Creek with 
crests of as much &s 20 feat of 


' water at the.peak cf the flood. 


Many stores just a half-block . 
north were unscathed and shop- 
pers were out Wednesday. 

Dave Carpenter, manager of 
Jack Henry’s, a men's apparel 
store, estimated damage to his 
store at $1 million, 

“As far as we can determine, 
our store is a total Icss ," he 
said, ''We' e shooting for a Nov. 
1 opening date. It is going to be 
a costly proposition,” 


c t 
teat shotgun pellets of the type 
{pat couid come from the guns 

introduced earlier ss evidence 
werg taken from the bodies of 
jhe deat youths. |. 


zi? aiso said all four mainly 
.gaffered wounds inflicted by 
shot Tom m 12- "gauge shotgun. 


casings found in an area 


UM State ‘Park as ` 


“paver in thé B-day-old - 


43. & Weapon seen in the 
len of Drolinger as 
as a week before the 


»seormb told the court 


sp lime on the witness 
 Drollinger and David 
Smia Ted without her in Flori- 
da onc they learned they were 
Charge with murder in Indi- 
ana. 
Uwe m getting the hell out of 
here,” 
Three members of the 
Crawtordsville Police Depart- 
ment also testified that a truck 
vegislered io Drollinger’s 
ather also was spotted on two 
uiierent occasions at the Lew 
*stiace Motel on the night of 
ET slayings, but was gone 
about six hours after-it was 
tust noticed. [> 
Mrs. Claycomb testified "for 
the prosecution and told about 
accompanying Drollinger and 
Smith, 17, Wingate, to. Florida 
‘in March. A third defendant, 
Daniel Stonebraker, 20, Darl- 
' ington, traveled with the trio as 
“fer as Terre Haute where he 
separated from the group. 


Also charged in the killings: 
was Michael. Wright,. 21, 


Crawfordsville. 


Each of the four defendants 
faces four counts of first degree 
murder for the slayings of 
Gregory Brooks, 22, and his 
teen-age stepbrothers, Ralph, 
Reeve and Raymond Spencer. 

Mrs. Claycomb explained 
that she was in Port Orange, 
Fla., when she learned murder 
charges had been filed against 


ib a [ILUUS 3 U T 
lain brothers. He reported - 


She quoted them as saying - 


Parke County 110 Uroti- 
inger pointed out the location of 
the killings. 

Lyons said the defendant 
showed him a pistol and a shot- 
gun he had stashed under his 
car seat, That was when Lyons 


"saw Drollinger, Stonebraker, 


Smith and Wright in a 
Crawfordsville automatic laun- 
dry Feb. 13. 


' Lyons said Drollinger had 


asked him on Feb. 14 hours 


- after the slayings if he wanted 
`a job. Lyons said Drollinger 


explained the job would involve 
"everything, including 


; murder.” 


Lyons said he mentioned he 
would ''think over" the offer, 
but joined the Air Force ui 
a few days later. 

-Lyons’ brother, Andy, ident 


fied for the court a 12-gauge, 


sawed-off shotgun, entered into 
evidence, as 
brought to their house some- 
time before the slayings. 
(Editor's Note: Through spe- 
cial arrangement with cor- 
respondents in Hartford City, 


The TRIBUNE will be provid- . 


ing its readers each day with 
the latest courtroom reports 


from the murder trial of Roger ` 


Drolliner.) 


the one Smith 


T 
AS. 


sociation spokesman said very 
few darse businesses were 
insured. 

“As far as we can determine, 
there are only 1,358 flood insur- 
ance policies in the metropoli- 
tan area," said Frank Lewis, a 
regional manager. ''Most of 
those are for private homes." 

Cleanup workers swarmed 
over the Country Club Plaza 
shopping center, hauling debris 
and damaged merchandise 
from the 80 to 90 businesses hit 
by rampaging Brush Creek with 
crests of as much &s 20 feet of 


' water at the peak of the flood. 


Many stores just a half-block 
north were unscathed and shop- 
pers were out Wednesday. 

Dave Carpenter, manager of. 
Jack Henry's, a men's apparel 
store, estimated damage to his 
store at $1 millión. 

“As far as we can determine, 
our store is a total loss ," he 
said. ‘We’ e shooting for a Nov. 
1 opening date. It is going to be 
a costly proposition.” 

Looking at saturated clothing . 
piled against the walls, 
Carpenter said, "It’s ia- 
credible. It ripped stuff right 
off the walls — it also pippga 
the walls out. : 


Betty Sp 
to teli of m 


By COLLEEN SIMS, 
ROB ALLEN 
Tribune Staff Writers 

HARTFORD CITY, Ind. — Betty Jane 
Spencer Thursday positively identified 
Roger C. Drollinger during testimony in 
Blackford Circuit Court as one of the 
four suspects who allegedly murdered 
her son and three 
stepsons. P 

Mrs. Spencer | 
took the stand j 
Thursday morn- 2 
ing to give her 3 
account of what 
happened in the 
early hours of 
Feb. 14, 

A co-defendant 
in the case, 

Michael Wright, # e 
is scheduled to * i 
testify after Mrs. R. DROLLINGER 

Spencer. 

Before a late morning recess, Mrs. 
Spencer followed through the early de- 
tails of what happened before the kill- 
ings. She said she was in the kitchen, 
Greg was watching television and Ray- 
mond and Reeve were in bed when “ʻa 
young man with a shotgun came in the 
front door and pointed it at Greg." 

Mrs. Spencer said the man, whom she 
identified at Wright, said, ‘‘On the floor, 

| buddy face down, hands behind vour 
| back." , 

Then two others came in the back 
door, Mrs. Spencer recalled. She had to 
drink water often as she retold the story. 
One she identified as David Smith, 
another co-defendant, and said he 
“didn’t look much like he'd much more 
than started to shave." She said he told 
her to get on the floor too. 

The other two boys were then gotten. 
Ralph came in wimpering, Mrs. Spencer 
said. They, too, were told to lie down, 
Mrs. Spencer said, and then sounds of 
things breaking were heard. 

A man Mrs. Spencer said was Daniel 
Stonebraker, who has earlier testified in 
the trial said, “We better not find any 
more money in this house or your dead." 

Mrs. Spencer noted that she said there 
was a penny on a cabinet in the kitchen 
and Stonebraker pointed a shotgun at 


encer ex 


Cófnmonlty AffairgFile 


pected 


murder scene 


Details of testimony given Wednes- 
day in the Drollinger trial, page 2. 


her and said, "I'm not talking about 
pennies.” 

Then another man entered the house, 
Mrs. Spencer continued. “A man with a 
commanding and authoritative voice.” 
Mrs. Spencer said the man put a hand- 
gun to her head and said, "There better 
not be any more guns in here or you are 
dead. 

rs. Spencer gave the jurors a de- 
tailed account of the death scene. 

“Suddenly there was a shot fired and 
a piece of Greg’s head fell right beside 
my face. I turned my head to him and 
Greg was wiggling. Everything was 
quiet in the room. Greg said, ‘Oh, God, 
I'm blind, Oh, God, I'm blind.’ Then he 
was shot again and I felt him die against 
my body," she said. 

“They started shooting everywhere. I 
felt it hit my back. I felt Raymond die on 
my left side." 

At that point, Mrs. Spencer broke 
down and the judge ordered a recess. 
When she regained her composure, testi- 
mony continued. ! 


Clelland Hanner, Parke County prose- 
cutor, asked Mrs. Spencer if she could 
describe that man with the ‘‘command- 
ing authoritative voice" and she gave a 
description based on her sight of him 
while lying down on the floor. Hanner 
asked her if that man was in the 
courtroom and Mrs. Spencer replied, 
"Yes, it's that man over there." She 
pointed at Drollinger. Drollinger sat 
motionless and expressionless as Mrs. 
Spencer described him and finally 
positively identified him as one of the 
alleged murderers. 

In other testimony, Mrs. E in- 
dicated the first picture she saw of any 
of the suspects was of Stonebraker when 
police were seeking leads to the killings. 
She said she recognized him immediate- 
ly and "I don't know why, but I just 
wanted to spit on it." 

She said she gave police information 
for composites for the other three but 
never saw their pictures until she saw 


them in newspapers. 

Mrs. Spencer appear ed to struggle 
through her testimony as she stopped 
several times to wipe her eyes and 
stumbled at one point when she rose to | 
point out a spot on a diagram of her 
home. l 

She appeared briefly Wednesday at 


‘the Blackford County Courthouse under — 


heavy police guard. She also Wednesday 
talked to chief defense attorney Michael — 
Conway about a deposition she gave to 
police investigators. 

Each defendant faces four counts of . 
first degree murder for the slayings of 
Gregory Brooks, 22, and his teen-age 
stepbrothers, Ralph, Reeve, and Ray- 
mond Spencer. 

(TRIBUNE Staff Writer Colleen Sims — 
is currently attending the murder trial | 
of Roger Drollinger in Hartford City in 
order to provide-readers with first-hand 
reports from the courtroom.) 
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By COLLEEN SIMS, 
ROB ALLEN 
Tribune Staff Writers 

HARTFORD CITY, Ind. — Betty Jane 
Spencer Thursday positively identified 
Roger C. Drollinger during testimony in 
Blackford Circuit Court as one of the 
four suspects who allegedly murdered 
her son and three 
stepsons. P 

Mrs. Spencer | 
took the stand j 
Thursday morn- 2 
ing to give her 3 
account of what 
happened in the 
early hours of 
Feb. 14, 

A co-defendant 
in the case, 

Michael Wright, # e 
is scheduled to * i 
testify after Mrs. R. DROLLINGER 

Spencer. 

Before a late morning recess, Mrs. 
Spencer followed through the early de- 
tails of what happened before the kill- 
ings. She said she was in the kitchen, 
Greg was watching television and Ray- 
mond and Reeve were in bed when “ʻa 
young man with a shotgun came in the 
front door and pointed it at Greg." 

Mrs. Spencer said the man, whom she 
identified at Wright, said, ‘‘On the floor, 

| buddy face down, hands behind vour 
| back." , 

Then two others came in the back 
door, Mrs. Spencer recalled. She had to 
drink water often as she retold the story. 
One she identified as David Smith, 
another co-defendant, and said he 
“didn’t look much like he'd much more 
than started to shave." She said he told 
her to get on the floor too. 

The other two boys were then gotten. 
Ralph came in wimpering, Mrs. Spencer 
said. They, too, were told to lie down, 
Mrs. Spencer said, and then sounds of 
things breaking were heard. 

A man Mrs. Spencer said was Daniel 
Stonebraker, who has earlier testified in 
the trial said, “We better not find any 
more money in this house or your dead." 

Mrs. Spencer noted that she said there 
was a penny on a cabinet in the kitchen 
and Stonebraker pointed a shotgun at 
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Details of testimony given Wednes- 
day in the Drollinger trial, page 2. 


her and said, "I'm not talking about 
pennies.” 

Then another man entered the house, 
Mrs. Spencer continued. “A man with a 
commanding and authoritative voice.” 
Mrs. Spencer said the man put a hand- 
gun to her head and said, "There better 
not be any more guns in here or you are 
dead. 

rs. Spencer gave the jurors a de- 
tailed account of the death scene. 

“Suddenly there was a shot fired and 
a piece of Greg’s head fell right beside 
my face. I turned my head to him and 
Greg was wiggling. Everything was 
quiet in the room. Greg said, ‘Oh, God, 
I'm blind, Oh, God, I'm blind.’ Then he 
was shot again and I felt him die against 
my body," she said. 

“They started shooting everywhere. I 
felt it hit my back. I felt Raymond die on 
my left side." 

At that point, Mrs. Spencer broke 
down and the judge ordered a recess. 
When she regained her composure, testi- 
mony continued. ! 


Clelland Hanner, Parke County prose- 
cutor, asked Mrs. Spencer if she could 
describe that man with the ‘‘command- 
ing authoritative voice" and she gave a 
description based on her sight of him 
while lying down on the floor. Hanner 
asked her if that man was in the 
courtroom and Mrs. Spencer replied, 
"Yes, it's that man over there." She 
pointed at Drollinger. Drollinger sat 
motionless and expressionless as Mrs. 
Spencer described him and finally 
positively identified him as one of the 
alleged murderers. 

In other testimony, Mrs. E in- 
dicated the first picture she saw of any 
of the suspects was of Stonebraker when 
police were seeking leads to the killings. 
She said she recognized him immediate- 
ly and "I don't know why, but I just 
wanted to spit on it." 

She said she gave police information 
for composites for the other three but 
never saw their pictures until she saw 


them in newspapers. 

Mrs. Spencer appear ed to struggle 
through her testimony as she stopped 
several times to wipe her eyes and 
stumbled at one point when she rose to | 
point out a spot on a diagram of her 
home. l 

She appeared briefly Wednesday at 


‘the Blackford County Courthouse under — 


heavy police guard. She also Wednesday 
talked to chief defense attorney Michael — 
Conway about a deposition she gave to 
police investigators. 

Each defendant faces four counts of . 
first degree murder for the slayings of 
Gregory Brooks, 22, and his teen-age 
stepbrothers, Ralph, Reeve, and Ray- 
mond Spencer. 

(TRIBUNE Staff Writer Colleen Sims — 
is currently attending the murder trial | 
of Roger Drollinger in Hartford City in 
order to provide-readers with first-hand 
reports from the courtroom.) 
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. Editor's Note: Dick Robinson, an in- 


 vestigative reporter for the 

Crawfordsvilie Journal-Review, will be 
. reporting on the Hollandsburg murder 
- trials for The Terre Haute Star. All four 
. murder suspects are from near 
— Crawfordsville and Robinson, a veteran 

newsman with a wealth of courtroom 


experience, has done extensive research — 


- on all the cases. An award-winning news 


- writer, Robinson will file daily reports. | 


By DICK ROBINSON 

Star Correspondent 
HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) — 
“I raised up, I could wiggle my feet — 
- they moved. I was still alive. I went to 


the window and saw two cars take off at | | 


a high rate of speed. I turned from the 
window and asked, ‘Is anyone alive?" 

"Nobody answered. As I stood there 
— a horrible sound. 

“It took me a moment to realize it 
was blood rushing from our boys. It 
sounded like a waterfall or something 

~ like that. 

With all the strength she could 
muster, Betty Jane Spencer, mother and 


See related stories pages 2,12,13,15 


stepmother of four Hollandsburg young 
men, shotgunned to death Feb. 14, testi-» 


fied here Thursday in the first-degree | 


murder trial of Roger Drollinger. 
The accused, 24, Waynetown, is one of 
. four Montgomery County men charged 
.in the mass murder. Mrs, Spencer took 
_ the stand Thursday in Blackford Circuit 
. Court and spent more than three hours 
discussing the murders of Raymond, 
Reeve and Ralph Spencer and their 
stepbrother, Greg Brooks. 
Judge Bruce Bade had to call a recess 
, midway through her testimony to calm 
the jam-packed courtroom. Mrs. 
Spencer was so overcome she was taken 
' from the room in the company of a 
physician. The local newspaper said two 
. Jurors were seen with tears in their 
eyes. And an attorney observing the 
| proceedings said he noted four jurors 


with tears and a male member of the 


jury wiping his eye. — : 


State police officers and other of- 
ficials escorted several women from the 
courtroom. Drollinger’s sister was 
seen leaving the room with a book 
partially covering her face. It was 
apparent she had tears in her eyes. 

Drollinger, along with David Smith, 
18, Wingate; Daniel Stonebraker, 21, 
Darlington, and Michael Wright, 22, 
Crawfordsville, is the first of four sus- 
pects to stand trial for the St. Valentine 
Day slayings. 

Parke County Prosecuting Attorney 
Cielland Hanner, during the early parts 
of his questioning of Mrs. Spencer, had 
her use a metal point to indicate rooms 
and other items in her home. She was 
still holding the pointer when Hanner 
asked her if she knew who was the 
fourth man to enter her home during the 
early-morning hours of Feb. 14. 

Looking at the floor, Mrs. Spencer 
said she turned her head that night and 
was able to see the fourth man. With her 
eyes still on the floor, she described the 
assailant as a person with 'a medium 
build, dark hair and wearing glasses. 
She looked up in slow motion and raised 
her hand which still held the metal 
pointer. With the pointer aimed directly 
at the defense table, and her eyes firmly 
fixed on Drollinger, she said, “It’s that 
man over there. That's him." 


Mrs. Spencer's story was very close to 
that told Wednesday by co-defendant 
Stonebraker. She told how the two 
youngest Spencer boys and her son, 
Brooks, were in the kitchen late that 
Sunday night after Keith Spencer had 
left for his job at Indianapolis. There 
was a certain amount of teasing going on 
about Ralph buying Valentine Day cards 

.for his numerous girl friends. Ralph had 
decided not to send any cards. The two 
younger boys went to bed leaving Mrs. 
Spencer in the kitchen preparing a list of 
things she wanted to do the coming week 
and Brooks on the couch watching tele- 


© vision. 


Her description of the fourth man's 
entry into the house was the same as 
Stonebraker's. She did say the youngest 
boy was whimpering when he was 


brought into the living room and was 
forced onto the floor. “I realized it 
wasn't any joke and this was for real," 
she sobbed. 

In the beginning only three assailants 
entered the house and one of Mrs.| 
Spencer's stepsons was not yet home 
from work. One of the intruders sug- 
gested everyone watch television while 
they waited for the fourth member of 


voice. 

She said several times she prayed 
several times the third Spencer youth 
would not return home, but before the 
gang had completed searching the 
house, the young man appeared at the 


door and was forced onto the floor with * 


other members of his family. 


The newcomer ordered his com- f 


rades to disable all communication 
items in the home such as telephones 
and radios. Keith Spencer had several 
pieces of electronic equipment in the 
home which he intended to use at a radio 
station he was preparing to open at 
Rockville. 

The man Mrs. Spencer described as 
Drollinger said, ‘‘Let’s get this cleaned 
up and get out of here. 


“This is going to be the hardest part," | 


Mrs. Spencer said in a broken voice. 
“I heard some kind of clicking sound 
behind us," the witness said. ‘‘At that 
time I didn't know one gun from anoth- 
er. This isn't going to be easy. ‘‘Sudden- 
ly there was a shot fired," she said. 


“Do you know where it came from?" | 


prosecutor Hanner asked. 


She said it came from behind her son. 


Greg. 


my face," Mrs. Spencer said. “I turned 
my head toward him and he was wiggl- 
ing. It was so quiet. Then Greg said, 'My 
God, I’m flying, I’m flying.’ Then they 
shot him again. Then I felt him die 
against my side. 


"Then they started shooting every- 


where," Mrs. Spencer said. She said she 

was struck twice during the shooting 

spree. "They just shot everywhere. I 

felt Raymond die against my other 
» ys : 


"IU 


“A piece of Greg's head fell off beside 


| —— 1t was at this point the trial was >” 
2 = recessed. : 
When testimony resumed, Mrs. | 
Bi Spencer was surprised to learn she was ~ 
| still alive when the shooting stopped. = 
She said she knew Greg and Raymond 7 
were dead, but prayed the two younger = 
boys might have been spared. 
| The victims were kicked after the — 
| shooting stopped and she heard someone ^ il 
say she was still alive and was shot 
again. She said there was another shot 
fired and she was struck. She was not 
aware her already dead son received the 
bulk of that blast. 
Under cross examination Mrs. 
ES ^^ Spencer was asked how she knew Droll- 
inger was there that night. She said she 
2 ~ didn't look at the gun he held at her 
l head. She looked at his face. 


Kia es MRS. BETTY SPENCER WEEPS — Mrs. Betty Spencer is shown Feb.17 weeping at 
y kd o the funeral services for her son and three stepsons. Mrs. Spencer Thursday testified 
Mh us in Blackford Circuit Court in Hartford City against Roger Drollinger, who is 
beta cos accused, along with three other men, with the St. Valentine's Day murder in 
ees RW ; Hollandsburg of Ralph, Reeve and Raymond Spencer and their stepbrother Greg 

PET. Brooks.See additional stories and photos on "pages 12, 13 and I$. 


(Star: AP Wirephoto) 
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By DITS ROBINSON 
wow Stax Correspondent 
HARTFORD CITY, Ind. 
(Special) — Michael Wright, 
22, Crawfordsville, one of four 


defendants in the Hollandsburg - 


murders teok the witness 


stant here Thursday to testify. 


against Reger Oroilinger, 24, 
Wavre€tezna, ato facing four 
tires derrae murder cbarges in 
the Aet, 

lacks County Prosecuting 
Atturses Cleland Hanner 
askec W cients if be was aware of 
all tee thes uc Said can be 
usc; egets hom ia his trial 
achedrlec for November at 
Washisguan, ind 

Weight saa nz was aware of 
the sitetue: and he had two 
reascnà Sor taking 
against Ixoluaget, accused 
ringleader of the gaug of Mont- 
gomery County men who broke 
into the home of Keith and 
Betty Spencer dusiag the early- 
morning hours of Veb. 14. 

Wright (oid the jury, “That if 


I ever get ix opportunity to get 


cut ef prison, if i Eo, Tü havea 
clear conscience.” He con- 
hues, Saver uis second rea- 
lexing ie stand is to 
th wt ager Drollinger 
isn't vais there on the streets to 
get smacone vise involved in 
hit sort of Going.” 

Hanner reminded Wright 
that no matter wkat Drollinger 
i$ supposed to have done or 
what the witnesses say he did, 
Wright stili faces four first- 
degree murder charges the 


same as Drollinger. Wright 


said he was aware of that, but 


[esti ie 


Drell inger Invo 


the stand | 
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"we woulda t have done it if it 
hadn't been for him." 

The witness said he is willing 
to pay for his part in the crime. 

Wright is the second of four 
suspects to take the stand 
against -Droljlinger. When 


Daniel Stonebraker appeared 
- earlier this week his court- 


appointed attorney, Donald 


. Gibson, Veedersburg, was at 


kis side while he testified. The 


‘same was true as Wright testi- 


tied Thursday. Stephen True- 
blood, Terre Haute, his at- 
torney, was close at hand dur- 


ing the questioning. 


Both attorneys have in- 
dicated their clients will not 
except Hanner's offer to 
change the four first-degree 
murder charges to one count of 
first degree murder and three 
of second-degree murder. 

Hanner said no deal has been 
made with Stonebraker and 
Wright in exchange for their 


. testimony. He pointed out that 


what they testified to here will 
not be used against them. The 
prosecutor said testimony they 
presented here is not necessary A 


in the upcoming trials because 


s That. 
lved Him” 


he has signed statements from 
the defendants, spelling out 
their parts in the mass 
murders. 

Wright's s.testimony was very 
similar to that offered by 
Stonebraker. Both charged 
Drollinger was the leader and 
organizer of the gang. UE 

Wright told the jury he was 
the first member of the gang to 
fire into the prone bodies of 
Betty Spencer and her son and 
three stepsons. 

The witness said Drollinger 
ordered him to shoot. "I told. 
him I didn't think I could do it,” 
Wright said. “Roger then 
pulled a pistol and told me 'you 
will or else" Wright said he 
does not believe any of the 
other defendants in the. case 
d Droilinger pu a gun on 


The. witness. said „aite „he 
fired first, all the others began 
shooting. - 


Hanner said, he: “expects” to 


wrap up the state’s case Friday 
and the deferse will begin its 
Tes eal starting Monday. 

verdict is expected by. the 
middle of next week. rae 


Der TM Fi 
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By JACK HUGHES, 
COLLEEN SIMS 
. Tribune Staff Writers 

 HARTFORD CITY, Ind. — The Droll- 
inger murder trial is expected to go to 
the Blackford Circuit Court jury next 
Wednesday, according to defense at- 
torney Michael Conway who already had 
looked toward appeal possibilities by 
this weekend. 


Reiterating earlier defense claims | 


that Roger Drollinger wasn't even pres- 


pe owe adr Mh gunt . 


land 


Basis E Colinty Prosecuting Attorney 
Clelland Hanner, conducting the case for 
the state, completed the prosecution 
schedule Friday, reporting after trial 
recessed that his case included every- 
thing he wanted in. He said that his last 
witness, Indiana State Police Detective 


-“Loyd Heck summed things up," tying 


loose ends together from the beginning 
of the investigation to the end. 
Conway, meanwhile, when asked what 
the case for the defense would be, said, 
“Basically, that he (Drollinger) was 


&ome with his family at the time the 


"E read 


| crime was committed." Defense wit- 


nesses are to include the 24-year-old 
defendant himself, his wife Cathy and 
his father Nathan Drollinger and proba- 


| tion hearing officer Linette Jenkes. 


The court-appointed defense attorney 


_. said his case will consist primarily of 


-! the alibi and, if Drollinger wasn’t at the 


scene, it is unnecessary to attack ele- 
ments of the state's case related to the 
scene itself and other concerns. “The 
way I see it," Conway said the defense, 

"comes down to a small peapentage of 


- nothing to do with his client and he will 


deal only with the “small” amount of 
testimony that had to do with Droll- 
—— inger. 


Conway expects to stress two things. 


i He said one will be that Mrs. Betty 


Spencer, mother of the victims and sole 
survivor of the Valentine’s Day shoot- 
ings, did not identify Drollinger until 
seeing him on television after his arrest. 
The other point to be stressed by the 


defense will be what Conway sees as | 


differences in the testimonies of Mrs. 
Spencer and two defendants who testi- 
fied for the prosecution. 

Referring to Mrs. Spencer's emo- 


tional lestimony, invo said the jı jury's 
decision will be weighted by that testi- 
mony and he feels he has “good basis for 
appeal if (his client) is convicted." Such 
an appeal would be, in part, based on 
two considerations: publicity just before 


| the trial in Hartford City where it was 


taken on change of venue from Parke ! 
County, and a defense motion in that à 
connection, a defense motion for further ; 
change of venue, and denial of a defense 
bid for continuance with resultant lack 
of time to prepare the defense. He said 
he prepared motions in both those areas 
sufficiently and with the understanding 
that he might appeal on those bases. 
a. tat 3 4 1L 


Conway said his client maintains that 


he is innocent, but ig very cynical, and 
— will probably be the last witness for the 
‚defense if the schedule of other wit- 
nesses does not conflict. The testimony 


of the senior Drollinger and the 


; defendant's wife will be related to the 


question of time, with the latter telling 
where the defendant was at the time of 


‘the murders. The attorney spoke of 


some concern as to how the witnesses 


|will bear up under cross-examination, 


Although Prosecutor Hanner com- 
pleted his case Friday, he delayed rest- 
ing the state's case until Monday. 


Intense | 
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By RAY CRONIN JR. 

Star State Editor 
HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) — 
Interest in the Roger Drollinger murder 
trial here has been high since the open- 
ing day. With 120 seats available for 
spectators, news men and family mem- 
bers, the courtroom is eerie 

crowded. 

Thursday morning the lineup to get 
into the courtroom to hear the vital 
testimony of Mrs. Betty Spencer began 


well before 8 o'clock with the trial- 


scheduled to resume no earlier than 


..9:30. After family members and media 


were seated just a few were allowed to 
enter, filling the remaining seats. ' 

The line extended to the top of the 
steps on the second floor outside Black- 
ford Circuit Courtroom, down the steps 
and across the lobby. Intermittently, as 
spectators or newsmen left to stay out, 
police allowed persons to replace them 
in available seats. 

Some who got in waited as long as five 


‘to six hours in line. 


- great deal of interest and 


-Persons interviewed around this 
Blackford County seat . with a 
nówledge of 
the trial’s testimony to date, mostly. 
coming from media accounts. 

_ Since only prosecution witnesses have 
been heard, people here express the 


opinion that the defendent appeared 


ROGER C. DROLLINGER 
On Trial For Murder 


guilty. 

Mrs. Spencer's testimony given in a 
teary Thursday session, lasting a igne 
longer than three hours, . ee to 


rae wf 


Interest Developec 
- munity Affairs 
Citizens 


reinforce the opinions of local citizens. 
Persons at Hartford City, seeing 
great number of visitors to the city, are 
quick to understand why they are there 
The murder trial has brought new 
media, area attorneys and many other 
interested parties to view procedures. 


People walking down the street are 
quick to bring up the subject of the 
murder trial. One man noted Thursday 
he was fearful that if persons who 
committed this crime are not severely 
punished, it would serve as an incentive 
to others. The man concluded more 
must be done to dissuade persons from 
a life of crime. $. 


The interest runs from people in thei 
80s to school-aged youngsters. There 
were of number of boys and girls from 
Blackford High School and schools 
around Muncie, 20 miles south of here, 
who attempted to witness trial proceed- 
ings. 

The intense interest, although it prob- 
ably peaked with Mrs. Spencer's testi- 
mony given Thursday, most likely wil 
be sustained throughout the trial. B 
early next week the defense is expected 
to begin its case. Roger Drollinger's 
testimony, or lack of testimony, which- 
ever it turns out to be, will keep this 
courtroom packed. 


The cities of Rensselaer, Washington 
and Greenfield can expect the same kind 
of intense interest when the co-defen- 
dants, David Smith, Daniel Stonebraker 
and Michael Wright appear there. 


Me m: 


n5 


Editor's Note: Dick Robinson, an in- 
vestigative reporter for the 
Crawfordsville Journal-Review, will be 
reporting on the Hollandsburg murder 
trials for The Terre Haute Star. All four 
murder suspects are from near 
Crawfordsville and Robinson, a veteran 
newsman with a wealth of courtroom 
experience, has done extensive research 
on all the cases. An award-winning news 
writer, Robinson will file daily reports. 


By DICK ROBINSON’ 


Star Correspondent 


HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) — 
Parke County Prosecuting Attorney 
Clelland Hanner Friday afternoon 
closed the state’s case against mass 
murder suspect Roger Drollinger, 24, 
Waynetown. and will wait until Monday 
to hear what the defense has to say. 

Hanner concluded seven days of testi- 
mony with the appearance of FBI agent 
Frank Lowie who quoted Drollinger as 
saying he was at the Spencer home near 
Hollandsburg Feb. 14. According to the 
agent the accused made the statement 
last April a few minutes after being 
taken into custody by federal agents and 
before he was turned over to Indiana 
authorities. 

Lowie said Drollinger volunteered the 
information saying, "I guess because I 


rosecu 
in Parke 


stumbled upon the scene of people kill- 
ing other people I'll have to spend the 
rest of my life in prison." 

Drollinger's attorney objected to the 
statement but was overruled by Judge 
Bruce Bade. 

David Smith, 18, Wingate, youngest of 
four suspects in the Hollandsburg 
slaying of four rural Parke County 
youths, was in Blackford Circuit Court 
Friday but refused to take the witness 
stand against Drollinger. 

Smith stood on his constitutional right 
to remain silent. 

Drollinger is standing trial on four 
first-degree murder indictments venued 
here from Parke County. 

He is the alleged ringleader of four 
Montgomery County men charged in the 
shotgun slaying of Raymond, Ralph and 
Reeve Spencer and their stepbrother, 
Greg Brooks. 

Two other suspects in the case, Daniel 
Stonebraker, 21, Darlington, and 
Michael Wright, 22, Crawfordsville, took 
the witness stand this week and testified 
to their parts in the massacre as well as 
that of Drollinger. 

They testified with the understanding 
that anything they said in the Drollinger 
trial will not be used against them in 
their own trials. Hanner has arranged 
for the four suspects to stand trial in 
four separate counties. Smith is sched- 
uled to appear next month in Jasper 
Circuit Court. Hanner said he will not 
need Stonebraker's or Wright's testi- 
mony because he has more than one 
signed statement from each man. 

Wright was the first witness on the 
stand Friday, answering questions un- 
der cross-examination. He was ques- 


tioned Thursday by Hanner. i 
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The co-defendant's story Friday was 
much the same as he told Hanner the 
previous day. He said he was not in- 
terested in taking part in the killings, 
but was too frightened not to go along 
because he was worried Drollinger 
would have killed him. In Thursday's 
testimony Wright said Drollinger had 
threatened him with a pistol in the home 
of Keith and Betty Spencer just prior to 
the kilings. Under cross-examination 
Friday he made a slight change in his 
answer to a question about the threat 
and said Drollinger pulled out his pistol 
and said to get on with the shooting. “I 
didn't say he pointed the gun at me," 
Wright said. 

Drollinger, Wright, Smith and 
Stonebraker were riding around 
Sunday afternoon prior to the murders 
and the conversation was about robbing 
and killing, according to Wright. “Roger 
(Drollinger) and Dan (Stonebraker) 
verd mast teur d 


Drollinger's court-appointed attorney, 
Michael T. Conway, Indianapolis, asked 
Wright if he intended to go along with 
the others in the robbing and killings and 
the witness said, “No.” Conway ques- 
tioned Wright about his activities the 
afternoon before the murders and 
learned there were several times the 
witness was away from his friends. ''If 
you knew this is what they were plan- 
ning, why did you meet up with them 
again?" Conway asked. “I just figured it 
was talk, as usual," Wright replied. 

"Why did you show up with the car 
they were going to use that night?" the 
attorney asked. “Because Roger (Droll- 
inger) told me to,” Wright answered. 


Wright repeated his story about being 
~ the. first to open fire on Betty Spencer Fm 


and her som and three stepsons. He said 
he actually fired at a couch, hop 
diria 6 te < 


ing he — 


"Everyone hoped they didn’t hit any- | 


body,” Hanner said. “But there are four 
dead people.” 


Conway has charged Wright and 
Stonebraker with creating a conspiracy 
to put the blame of the four murders on 
Drollinger. They intend to make Droll- 
inger the scapegoat for murders they 
committed, Conway said. 


Wright said he made his statements to 
police before he and Stonebraker were 
lodged together at the Parke County 
Jail. Hanner, through Wright's testi- 
mony, got the story across to jurors that 
statements made by the witness and 
Stonebraker have not changed since the 
pair was arrested. 


Facing a mountain of evidence after 
seven days of testimony, Conwey said 
Friday his *'total" defense will be testi- 
mony by Drollinger's father, wife and 
former attorney, Nile Stanton. All are 
expected to say the accused was home 
with his family when the murders were 
committed. Drollinger also is expected 
to take the stand in his defense. 
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Mixed Backg 


By RAY CRONIN Jr. 
Star Staff Writer 
HARTFORD CITY., Ind. 


Bl (Special) — The panel of seven 


men and five women, seated 


HE betore Blackford Circuit Court 


. — Judge Bruce Bade, is a 1 nixture 


of city and country res klents. 


Three have city adtiresses 


— here, four live at neighboring 


—-- Montpelier and five ha ye rural 


Hartford City address: ps. 


The dozen jurors se: ated last 


— 7T Wednesday have not been se- 


— questered for the trial; each 
~ day and each break zire given 


~ their instructions by {fhe judge 


_ not to listen to, read about or 


— —- talk about the Roger I ?rollinger 
-~ murder trial. 


The twelve members are 


— seated directly faring the 
= judge. In front of the judge is 


the witness stand so,each wit- 
ness also faces the jury. Two 


SS ? alternates flank the ‘jury box. 
The five women include Mrs. 


Aletha A. Welsh, 'f4, 609 W. 
Main St., Hartford pity. She is 
a widow, has two jjfrown chil- 
dren and is owner ‘nf Hartford 
City Tool and Die (i‘ompany. 


Community Atta 
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Others are: 

~ Lana K. Culver, 34, 405 S. 
High St., Hartford City. She is 
married, has one son and one 
daughter, is a real estate sales- 
woman and is a former office 
nurse. 


— Ruth A. Jennerjahn, 36, 
RR 2, Hartford City. She is a 
housewife and has two daugh- 
ters and a son. 

— Marilyn A. Pugh, 40, 
Montpelier. She is married, has 
four children, including three 
daughters and a son, and re- 
cently was employed as a sec- 
retary. 

— Penny D. Myers, 23, 
Montpelier. She is married, has 
a daughter and laboratory as- 
sistant. 

Male members of the jury: 

— Keith A. Wilson, 38, RR 4, 
Hartford City. He is a bachelor 
and a cook at the Indiana State 
Reformatory. 

— Ben H. Wilson, 35, RR 2, 
Montpelier. He is married, has 
five sons and is a self-employed 
land surveyor. 


. = Glen DuBois. 53, who lives 


irs FNC 


Have 
grounds! 


at rural Hartford City. No other 
information was available. 


> Aaron Cecil, 63, 501 N. 
Richmond, Hartford City. He is 
married, has one child and is 
retired. 


— John R. Gardner, 27, RR 2, 
Hartford City. He is single and 
is a postal clerk at Marion. 


— John E. Crabtree, 52, 
Montpelier. He has three grown 
children and is a machinist at 
Bluffton. 


-- Walter K. Langdon, 57, RR 
1, Hartford City. He is married, 
has two grown children and is a 
farmer. 


ford Circuit Court here... dr de 

He presented at least 08 exhibits for :| 
the state in his efforts to prove that: 
Drollinger and three\, co-defendants’ 
massacred Keith and Betty Spencer's: 
four children in their rural Hollandsburg 
home on St. Valentine's Day... 

Blackford County prosecutor Tom 
Brown told The Star he “goes to school | 
If daily watching the country, lawyer’ in 
the court here... 

Hanner maintain’s that “country image 


usually to make a specific point, | 
at one of the exhibits in the widely- 


known murder trial , ^-^" 
Sometimes Hanner wipes ‘off his 
brow. He usually does this for — 
although the courthouse does 
at times, particularly im the kein 
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Tribune Staff Writer 
HARTFORD CITY, Ind. ay REL ! 
of key state witnesses testified this week . . 
in the first degree murder trial of Roger 
C. Drollinger at Blackford Circuit Court. 
It : a week in which the. lone. 


survivor-of tlie horrible St. Valentine's * m 


Day slayings positively identified the 24- 


year-old Waynetown man as one of the: 257g 


Cr “PY ^y Tues CA da i 


murderers. 
It, too, was a week in which two co- 

defendants testified: -that : Dtollinger: 

forced them to open fire on four young 


Vi atur pilier iti emi 


selves would be shot. i ^vi 
. Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner said Friday, after calling his, . 


last witness, that he planned to-reyiew: *. ; 


his notes over the weekend ambonmplete 
his case Monday morning. .,::*. 

Then Droilinger's court appointed ats is 
torney, Michael Conway, Indiana 


igh egg 


a ny gre Ru IE de conse _ give its verdict... 


has. been watched carefully by- -other la 
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| rest Drollinger case 


. my face. I turned. my head to HASANG S 
` Greg was wiggling. Everything was 


* quiet in the room. bred dE e^ 


— Fm flying. Oh, God, I’m flying.’ Then he + 
was shot again and cup. od 
, me.’ w; 


M 


“They started shooting « 


é iuh 


CEA LL ed ne Ver 
*' (“T raised up, I coll pres meter 
^they. ‘moved. I was alive: L went to the. 
T -window and saw-two cars take off at.a-- 
*** high rate of speed. I turned from the 
window and asked, ;‘Is anyone alive?’~. 
= *= "Nobody answered. As I stood there 
~~ L(t heard) a horrible sound: It took me. 
* ^ a moment to realize it was blood 
. .from our boys. It sounded like a water- 
fall or something.” " 
. Michael Wright; 22, Crawfordsville, 
, also testified Thursday and said ae i 


polis, 2* "$ 
is expected to begin his defense. ^^^ = 


Here, then, is a look at this week's. 
Drollinger trial in review: . . ^. y 

* MONDAY — Debra D: Birdsong, E 
Crawfordsville, the first of the state's 
key witnesses to take the stand, testified 
that Drollinger had hoped to establish an 
alibi for the night of the by 
taking a concert. ticket stub from her 
and her boyfriend. . pease C 

Birdsong said, “They were going to... 
say that Bic dui Davis (Smith, a co- .. ds, 
defendant) had gone up to the concert." . 
She added that the alibi was not used. 
when Drollinger realized the concert . 
was the night before the murders. 

* TUESDAY — Daniel Stonebraker, -+ 


ROGER C. DROLLINGER - 


q! group wanted to kill for "no purpose, 


just for enjoyment." 
* WEDNESDAY — Linda Claycombe, 


_ 33, admitted that she and her three-year- 


old daughter accompanied Drollinger’ 


^ and Smith to Florida. 
y, laycembe, who testified on the sev- 


. enth month anniversary of the killings, 
: said Smith and Drollinger left her there 
; after they learned warrants were out for. 
» them. ei 
;, Claycombe,. who said she had ‘been 
ing with” Drollinger, reported when 
‘oe her daughter, Drollinger and Smith 


20, Darlington, the first of two- -e0--. Ù got to Florida, she got a job and Droll- 


defendants to take the stand, said he 
decided to testify "because I couldn't. 
live with the deaths of those four people. 
on my conscience. I wanted them to . 
catch the riqht people and they've got 
the rigfit people. I want justice to be 
done.” 

Stonebraker said Drollinger organized 
the early morning shootings at the . 
Hollandsburg home and toid the three 
others to “shoot or be shot" when they 
entered the mobile home... -+ , ; 

Stonebraker also revealed that the 


inger and Smith started looking for jobs. 
Drollinger used Shane Jackson and 
Smith used Herbie Jackson as aliases.. 
. (Claycombe said. 


ey e THURSDAY — On the week's fourth 
» day, the lone survivor, Betty Jane 
- Spencer 


whose son and stepsons were 
slaughtered in the early hours of Feb. 14 
took the stand to positively identify 
Drollinger and tell details of the horribie 


à; scene: 


| "Suddenly, there was a shot fired and 
a piece of Greg's head fell right beside 


Sina dg 
e Mond 


ot the murders. Lo 
told him, “I guess 
Scene of some people 
people I'll. have: to- spend 
prison for being at the sce EAN: Sea 

said Drollinger told- ‘him that 
ata 2 

Stanton's Indianapolis office em [dg 


messo is e s db 
time of the shotgun 


wie said Drollinger.| 
because I stumbled on | 


When he pi 


at home at the 
Slayings. 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 
HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) — 
* Testimony for the defense got under way 
^ Monday in the murder trial of Roger C. 
Drollinger in the Blackford County 
Circuit Court. 

Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, charged 
< with the St. Valentine Day murders of 
| four young Parke County brothers, was 
~ expected to take the stand in his own 
- defense Monday afternoon, following 
morning testimony by his father and 
wife. 

After six and a half days of prose- 
cution testimony, Michael Conway, at- 
torney for Droilinger, reported he plans 
to present his case in one or two days, 
with the case going to the jury by 
Wednesday morning at the latest. 

He said the main emphasis of his 
witnesses will be that Drollinger was not 
at the scene of the murders. Drollinger 
has said he was home with his family at 
the time of the murders. 

His father, Nathan Drollinger, and 
Kathy.Drollinger, his wife, testified 
Monday morning, telling what they 
knew of Drollinger's whereabouts at the 
time he was supposedly involved in the 
killings. Roger Drollinger, his wife and 
his daughter lived with his parents. 

His father, 57, a retired farmer, said 
he had seen Roger when leaving for 


church at 7 p.m., Feb. 13, and didn't see 
him again until 8 a.m. the next day. But, 
he reported several persons could have 
access to Roger's brown Blazer which 
has been reported as used by the four 
accused murderers before the murders. 
He also reported he had never seen guns 
under his grandchild's baby bed or in the 
workshop in the barn at his home, where 
Roger's co-defendants had said they 
were kept. 

His wife, 17, who has been married to 
Roger since she was 14 and has one-, 
two- and three-year-old children, said 
Roger had been gone the night before 
the early morning murders, but re- 
turned home and got in bed with her 
before midnight. She said there was 
nothing unusual about the situation, such 
as no blood stains on his clothes or 
discussions with anybody later. She de- 
nied participating in discussions with his 
reported accomplices after the murders 
as reported in co-defendants' testi- 
monies. 

She was questioned about conflicting 
stories she reportedly told people about 
her husband's whereabouts at the time 
of the murders. On the stand she said 
she didn't remember much about the 
day before the murders because it was 
“just another day” to her and she didn't 
give it much thought until she realized 
she would have to “memorize” it. “I 


defense 


Uübsmunity Affairs File 


knew he didn't do it and once they found 
him they'd drop the charges against 
him," she said. 

Other witnesses are to be Niles Stan- 
ton, Drollinger's original attorney in the 
murder case, who had met with Droll- 
inger the night before the murders in 
connection with a drug trial in which he 
was defending him, and Linette Jenkes, 
a probation hearing officer who worked 
with Drollinger. Stanton, due to a sched- 
ule conflict, turned Drollinger's defense 
over to Conway. 

In Drollinger's testimony, he is ex- 
pected to repeat his claim of being at 
home in bed with his wife at 12:30 a.m., 
Feb. 14, when the murders were com- 
mitted and to go into his association 
with his three co-defendants, two of 
ym have testified paamu him in his 
tri 

Daniel Stonebraker, 21, Darlington, 
and Michael Wright, 22, Crawtordsville, 
have testified to their involvement in the 
murders, claiming Drollinger acted as a 
leader in the planning and execution of 
the murders and also forced them into 
particpating with the threat that they 
had to shoot or be shot themselves. 

Conway has said Drollinger will re- 
fute his co-defendants' claims, saying he 
has been made a “scapegoat” by them. 

The other co-defendant, David Smith, 
18, Wingate, was taken to the Blackford 


gets unc erway 
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County Courthouse DA to possibly 
testify, but was not put on the stand by 
Parke County Prosecutor Clelland Han- 
ner. 


The four young Montoe County 
men are accused of the murders of teen- 
aged brothers Ralph, Reeve and Ray- 
mond Spencer and their stepbrother, 
Gregory Brooks, 22. They were killed 
when intruders entered their home north 
of Hollandsburg and lined them side-by- 
side on the living room floor, shooting 
them in their heads with shotguns. * 


Betty Spencer, mother of Brooks and 
stepmother of the Spencer boys, sur- 
vived the intrusion by playing dead after 
her wig was blown off by a shotgun blast 
and she was believed dead. Her husband, 
Keith, had left for work shortly before 
the incident. 


Mrs. Spencer was the key witness for 
the prosecution last week. Her emo- 
tional and graphic description of the 
killings of her son and stepsons had 
about half of the jury and courtroom 
spectators crying. 

Hanner rested his case Monday morn- 
ing. 

The courtroom has been filled nearly 
every day with spectators and many 
other persons have waited in line hours 
in an attempt to get one of the seats in 
the courtroom. 
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HARTFORD CITY. Ind 
(AP! — Spectators begin lining 


. up. outside the Blackford 


Circuit Court building about 


730 am daily to hear testi- 
_ mony in the mass murder trial 
-. of Roger C Drollinger 


Sometimes it's a long wait 
because the 80-year-old 
courtroom only seats 125 per- 
sons and 25 of those seats are 


— reserved for the press But 
—- spectators stand quietly often 
—- with a sack lunch in hand. and 
— wait for the courthouse to open 


at 8 am. the trial to begin 

about 10 a m and for a seat. 
Last week they heard two of 

Drollinger s co-defendants 


— identify the 24-year-old Way- 


netown man as the orchestrator 
of the Feb E shotgun sla} ings 


of teen-aged ead. alph, 
Raymond and Reeve Spencer 
and their step-brother. Gregory 
Brooks. 22 They also listened 
to the victims' mother. Betty 
Spencer, identify Drollinger 
and tell the court her version of 
the killings Mrs. Spencer was 
wounded and left for dead by 
the assailants. 

Next week Drollinger. his 17- 
year-old wife. Kathy. his 
father. probation officer and 
former attorney will all take 
the stand. said defense attorney 
Michael Conway  Drolhnger 
will tell. the jury he was at 
home with his wife when the 
murders occurred. Conway 
Said. 

Authorities said all the spec- 
tators must submit to a body 
search and then be scanned by 
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a metal detector, which has 
already discovered a few 
knives. 


Mrs. Drollinger is always 
among the crowds and spends 
long hours at the courthouse 
every day But she walks the 
halls or around downtown or 
does needle point in the base- 
ment. She has not listened to 
prosecution testimony 


"We've been happy in what 
little time we've had together." 
she said. ‘‘Since we got married 
(in 1974), Roger has been in jail 
for two years.” 


Mrs. Drollinger called her 
husband a kind and gentle man 
who loved their three children, 
fs, Eile Amy, gives n 


"Mrs. Drollinger Will Wait 
For Husband If Convicted 


"] know Roger is not an angel, 
but he don't murder people. I 
know that," she said. 


Roger Drollinger was at | 


large for two months after the 
Hollandsburg murders and has 
said he turned himself in at his 
wife's request. 

"I asked him to,” she said. “I 
was scared about what some of 


them people were saying It | 


worried me I just didn't want 
him to get killed” 

If her husband is convicted 
Mrs. Drollinger said she in- 
tends to wait for him and raise 
their children If he is acquitted 
she hopes they can move to 
Arizona. 

"Roger has always wanted to 
live in Arizona He says he's 
like to go to Arizona and open a 
movie theater," she said. 
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UON RAY CRONIN JR. 
“Star State Editor 


u HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) — 
Defense attorney Michael T. Conway of 
Indianapolis spent 55 minutes Monday 
on questioning witnesses for Roger 
Drollinger on trial here for the St. 
Valentine's Day shotgun slaying of four 
MeUapitburg young men. 


Sitting passively in his chair through 
loris all the testimony Monday, Con- 
way and his associate from Hartford 
City, David Ford, never appeared to be 
able to take the offensive. The young 
lawyers could offer little evidence to 
refute Drollinger's alleged involvement 
in the four murders. 


CBS took over the case from Nile 
Stanton of Indianapolis when another of 
Stanton's clients, Anthony Kiritsis, was 
scheduled to go on trial the same time as 
Drollinger. 

-In the morning hours the 28-year-old 
Conway spent only a few minutes with 
Nathan Drollinger. Roger's father, and 
a Kathy Jo Drollinger, the defendant's 
17-year-old wife. The only exhibit he 


offered was a picture of the composite © 


drawings of three of the alleged accused 
which he handed to Nathan Drollinger. 
The father of the 24-year-old defendant 


said he did not believe any of the | 


pictures resembled his son. 


Often tugging at his dark-rimmed ~ 
glasses, leaning back in his swivel-type ~~ 
chair, Conway looked at either the de- = 
fendant or the jury throughout much of | 


Monday's testimony. Defendant Droll- 
inger was his usual stone-faced, observ- 
ing self. Ford, also 28, who was seated 
behind mounds of green notebooks, 
which contained information pertaining 
to the tase, handled most of the note- 
taking chores. 

David Beam, a private investigator 
from Indianapolis, originally hired by 
Stanton to aid the defense, stooped 
beside Ford and Conway to confer with 
them, particularly when Kathy and Rog- 
er Drollinger were on the stand. 

Conway offered four objections when 
Parke County Prosecutor Clelland Han- 
ner was cross-examining the defense’s 
primary witness, the defendant. Black- 
ford Circuit Court Judge Bruce Bade 
upheld only one. 

There was a packed courtroom when 
Drollinger took the stand at 1:30 p.m. 
Conway winced noticably when Droll- 
inger apparently mixed up a date that 
appeared important to his 


defense. Drollinger reconstructed his | 


testimony and Conway appeared to re- 
lax somewhat. Hanner kept Conway and 
Ford on the front edge of their seats 
during most of his cross-examination. 

When Judge Bade explained 
Drollinger’s rights to him, he also asked 
him if he was satisfied with his defense. 
Drollinger replied, “Yes.” 


Ford, when asked if any of the defense | 


or prosecution's testimony offered any 
surprises, said, ‘‘No.’’ He explained that 


although they only had a short time to 


er And Attorneys 
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prepare the defense, they had been given 
the information offered by most wit- 
nesses. Ford said Drollinger had been 
cooperative throughout the trial and 
very calm for a man being on trial for 
committing four murders. 


Niles Stanton claims lies. 
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AE By COLLEEN SIMS “I was very upset when he said that — said Stonebraker and Wright were in- | 


volved in the murders and were at- |. S 
tempting to frame him. sd 


“If him (Wright) and Dan work to- £ 
gether and collaborate their stories, that | 
might get the job done," Drollinger said ~~ 
in reply to a question in Parke County |- 
Prosecutor Clelland Hanner's cross ex- 
amination. i 

Drollinger had said since the time of — 
his arrest that the fourth defendant, | 
David Smith, 18, Wingate, was with him ~ 
on the night of the killings. Monday, | 
however, he said Smith had gone to his | .— 
home that night and slept on the floor, 
but he could not say if Smith had 
remained there all night. 

Smith did not testify in the trial. 

Before Drollinger's testimony Mon- 
day, Judge Bruce Bade explained his |. ~ 
rights to him and asked him if he was © 
satisfied with his defense. Drollinger 
replied, “Yes.” 


it’s a lie," Stanton said. He later called 
it a "vicious lie." 

He reported Drollinger actually had 
said he had stumbled onto a scene at a 
party a long time ago and has been 
paying for it ever since. 

Stanton reportedly became ag- 
gravated under cross examination and 
accused the prosecutors of fabricating 
evidence or submitting fabricated 
evidence or being aware of the fabri- 
cation of evidence. 


"I think there is no question about it,” 
he said. "I think there have been very 
recent fabrications, too." 


Stanton also told of a meeting with 
Drollinger in Crawfordsville at which 
co-defendants - Michael Wright and 
Daniel Stonebraker were present. He 
said he was talking with Drollinger and 
did not pay any attention to the con- 
versation between the others until he 
heard Wright say, “I wish I had my 
uncle's shotgun, I'd blow the (s-o-b) awa 
y 9? : 


NE Tribune Staff Writer 
— — -- HARTFORD CITY. Ind. — Niles Stan- 
ton, originally named attorney for Rog- 
l er Drollinger who is on trial for four 
7— first degree murder charges, took the 
— stand in Drollinger's behalf Tuesday, 
- ‘claiming some of the prosecution's 
— evidence had been ‘‘fabricated” and that 
7. testimony presented by an FBI agent 
> was a “le.” 

Stanton, who had represented Droll- 
"= inger in previous unrelated cases before 
— the murder charges were filed, had been 
— Droilinger’s attorney in the murder 
"ease, but turned the case over to at- 
$ P. torney Michael Conway when he had a 

> schedule conflict. 

—  Drollinger, 24. Waynetown, is the first 
of four young Montgomery County men 
~ to be tried for the Feb. 14 shotgun 
slayings of teen-aged brothers Ralph, 
~ Reeve and Raymond Spencer and their 
~ stepbrothers, Gregory Brooks, 22, in 

_ their rural Parke County home. 
Drollinger took the stand in his own 
| defense Monday. claiming his innocence 
in the slayings of four Parke County 
— youths and saying he was being framed. 
—^  Drollinger also said he feels the sole 
_ survivor of the murders wrongly identi- 
— fied him as being involved because she 
: has been "grilled" so much by the state. 
—  Drollinger was the third witness 
~ called on the first day of defense testi 
"mony. He was preceded by his fathe 

— and his wife. 

| After rebuttal witnesses are pres 


Stanton had been using hand motions - 
to show Wright's actions, so Deputy 
Prosecutor John Dowd asked him to 
show the jury Wright's actual move- 
ments. When Stanton showed them, he 
used his right hand to hold the imaginary 
gun. Dowd pointed out that Wright is 
left-handed. Stanton then said he was 
demonstrating how he would hold it if it 
were him. 


AS a rebuttal witness, the state called 


ented by the prosecution Tuesday, clos- FBI agent John Mullen, who also was in 3 

- ing arguments and the presentation of the elevator with Drollinger, Stanton i 
— the case to the jury .are expected and Lowie. He said he had heard the 
E Wednesday. beginning of Drollinger's statement, but 
"Stanton, the last defense witness, tes- the doors had opened midway through it. 


He said he and another agent then went 
to stop people from getting in the 
elevator while Lowie stayed with Droll- 
inger. He said Lowie later told him of 
the statement by Drollinger. 


Drollinger's co-defendants, 
Stonebraker, 21, Darlington, and Wright, ^ 
22, Crawfordsville, testified for the state 
in the trial, relating their involvement in 
the murders and claiming Drollinger 
acted as leader in the planning and 
execution of th ose murders. They both 
stated they were afraid of Drollinger 
and participated because he had told 
them to shoot or be shot themselves. 


tified in reference to a comment sup 
posedlyp made by Drollinger in an 
-elevator with FBI agent Frank Lowie 
after his arrest. 
Lowie testified earlier Drollinger had 
said: "I'm just a farm boy who wants to 
^ make a living. All I want to do is kiss my 
wife good-bye in the morning and do a 
day's work and return home to my wife 
and family. I guess because I stumbled 
on the scene of some people killing other 
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By DICK ROBINSON 
Star Correspondent 

HARTFORD CITY, Ind. (Special) — 
Roger Drollinger took the witness stand 
in his own defense here Monday, 
charging most of the witnesses testifying 
about his involvement in the 
Hollandsburg mass murder were 
incorrect or lying. 

Drollinger, facing four first-degree 
murder charges venued here írom 
Parke County, told the jury he wanted it 
to be the judge and consider the facts in 
the case. Two of the four defendants — 
Michael Wright, 22, Crawfordville, and 
Daniel Stonebraker, 21, Darlington — 


testified here last week to Drollinger's 
involvement in the execution-style kill- 
ings. Drollinger said the two co-defen- 
dants were incorrect. A fourth suspect 
in the case, David Smith, 18, Wingate, 
was here last week as a prosecution 
witness, but stood on his rights under the 
fifth amendment and refused to testify 
against Drollinger, the alleged ring- 
leader of the gang of Montgomery Coun- 
ty men who broke into the home of Keith 
and Better Spencer Feb. 14 and 
murdered four young men. 

Monday, Drollinger told the jury 
Smith was involved in the shotgun 
slaying of Ralph, Reeve and Raymond 


WAITING TO SEE TRIAL — Numerous Hartford City resi- 
dents and others from west central Indiana have waited 
sometimes more than five hours to witness a portion of the 
proceedings for Roger Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, one of four 
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Spencer and fheir stepbrother Greg 
Brooks. Drollinger has said since the 
time of his arrest Smith was with him on 
the night of the killings. In testimony 
Monday Drollinger said Smith admitted 
to him he (Smith) was involved. The 
accused had admitted slapping Smith 
around after learning of the part he 
played in the murders. 

Drollinger not only told the jury his 
co-defendants, Wright and Stonebraker, 
were incorrect and Smith was involved, 
but also he testified many others called 
as prosecution witnesses were wrong in 
what they told the jury. 

One of those witnesses who took the 


stand last week was Kevin Rhodes who 
reportedly provided Drollinger with a 
pistol prior to his flight south in early 
March. "Kevin Rhodes was lying," 
Drollinger said. 

Rhodes testified he met with Droll- 
inger, Wright and Stonebraker at the 
Montgomery County Courthouse after 
the killings and the accused said they 
should not be seen together. Rhodes also 
testified to other meetings with Droll- 
inger. 

Drollinger not only said Rhodes was 
incorrect, but the testimony of Debra 
Birdsong, Rhodes' girlfriend, also was 
wrong. Miss Birdsong had testified to 
having dinner with Drollinger and his 
wife and the two couples discussed 
composite drawings of the Hollandsburg 
suspects. She also told of an incident in 
which Drollinger reportedly wanted 
ticket stubs and information he thought 
took place about the time of the 
murders. Drollinger charged her testi- 
mony was incorrect because ‘‘she might 
have been trying to protect Rhodes.” 

The accused denied offering James 
Lyons of Wingate a job on Feb. 14 which 
reportedly “involved everything includ- 
ing murder." This, too, was incorrect, 
according to Drollinger because Lyons 
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Drollinger said Lyons drove a car for 
him in some of his (Drollinger) drug 
dealings. Lyons had testified Drollinger 
had pointed a gun at him on Feb. 14 and 
threatened to kill him, but the accused 
also denied that statement. 

Morris McCullough, who said he was 
in the Verhey Variety Store at Wingate, 
testified last week he saw Drollinger 
and Smith purchase shotgun shells on 
Feb. 12. Drollinger said McCullough was 
wrong and he, too, had something 
against Drollinger. The defendant ex- 
plained the disagreement between the 
two goes back to the accused's wild days 
when he was doing such things as riding 
motorcycles through lawns at Wingate. 

Parke County Prosecuting Attorney 
Clelland Hanner asked Drollinger if he 
thought Mrs. Spencer, sole survivor of 
the mass murder and mother and step- 
mother of the victims, was wrong in her 


testimony. “If she says I was there that © 


night, she is incorrect," the accused 
said. “I don't understand why she 
wanted to pick me out, but she's just 
confused.” 

Dro!linger also testified that Det. Sgt. 
Lloyd Heck, Indiana State Police Terre 
Haute District, didn't believe he was 
guilty, but had to do his job because 
Wright and Stonebraker had told the 
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Jrollinger Trial Draws | 


was, Interest 
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officer he (Drollinger) was involved in| | 


the killings. 

The accused spent more than three 
hours on the witness stand, denying the 
testimony of many witnesses, while 
admitting he was in the drug business 
because of pressure put on him by 
members of the Crawfordsville Police 
Department. According to Drollinger, 
he was approached by Crawfordsville 
police officer Robert Peterman, now a 
detective sergeant, in November of 1975 
and was told he (Drollinger) would sell 
drugs. Drollinger said the officer made 
a threat on members of his family. 


The accused was the third Drollinger 
to take the witness stand Monday and| 


attorney Michael Conway started pres- | 


enting the defense's case. Nathan Droll- | 


; inger, father of the accused, was the 
‘first called and he was followed by 


Kathy Jo Drollinger, wife of the defen- 


dant. 
The accused said Sgt. Heck and Sgt. 


Byron Thrasher have attempted to get 
him to plead guilty to the murder 
charges. According to Drollinger, Heck, 


? who was anxious to get the case over 


with, said he could arrange to get 
Drollinger a 15- to 25-year term to run 
concurrently with his drug conviction if 
he would plead guilty to murder. 

Heck was in the courtroom when 
Drollinger made that statement and 
dropped his head onto the table in what 
appeared to be utter disbelief. 

Judge Bruce Bade said he expects the 
jury to hear final arguments Wednesday 
morning and deliberations to commence 
that afternoon. 
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accused killers charged with the Feb. 14 mass bee af four 
Parke County young men. The trial is being heard in 
Blackford Circuit Court by Judge Bruce Bade. 


(Hartford City News-Times Photo) 
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By RAY CRONIN Jr. 
Star State Editor 
HARTFORD CITY, Ind. 

(Special) — While no one thing 
could be called the break in the 
Hollandsburg murder case, ap- 
parently Daniel Stonebraker’s 
talking about the alleged 
murders brought about the four 
warrants, according to testi- 
mony thusfar in the Roger 
Drollinger murder trial and de- 
tectives’ statements. 

Det. Barney Thrasher, who 
along with Det. Lloyd Heck, 
both from the Terre Haute Indi- 
ana State Police post, have 
been on the case since the 
beginning. Maj. Stan Kenney, 
chief of the criminal investiga- 
tion division for Indiana State 


Police, headed the investiga- 


tion. — 

Thrasher said during the 23 
days from the time of the 
murders to the issuance of war- 
rants for four arrests various 
Montgomery County persons, 
when questioned, provided an- 


swers about the murders that 
were not general knowledge. In 
particular he mentioned Debra 
Birdsong, Kevin Rhodes, Linda 
Claycomb, Joe Mitchell and 
Jim Lyons. 

The investigation then began 


pointing toward 
Stonebraker.Stonebraker has 
testified here that he and Roger 
Drollinger were partners in the 
sale of drugs. Also accused is 
David Smith, who was a close 
associate of Drollinger and who 
worked with Drollinger on the 
Nathan Drollinger farm south 
of Waynetown. 

Wright also has worked with 
Drollinger at the farm, testi- 
mony here has revealed, al- 
though apparently he hasn't 
known Drollingerfor as long a 
period of time as Stonebraker 

and Wright. 
| Parke County Prosecuting 
Attorney Clelland Hanner said 
the *''clincher" came during 
this 23-day period when a pic- 
ture of Wright, along with a 


number of other photos, was 
shown to Mrs. Betty Spencer, 
mother of Greg Brooks and 
stepmother of Ralph, Reeve 
and Raymond Spencer who 
^were murdered Feb. 14 at their 
modular home near 
Hollandsburg. 

Thrasher, who took the pic- 
tures to Mrs. Spencer, said she 
broke down when she saw 
Wright's picture. 

Mrs. Spencer testified here 
that Wright was the only defen- 
dant whose picture she had 
scene and identified in connec- 
tion with the crime. She said 
the only time she saw the other 
three co-defendants was in 
newspapers or on television, 
other than the night of the mass 
slaying. 

Composite drawings released 
shortly after the murder came 
from information supplied by 
Mrs. Spencer while she was 
under heavy sedation in the 
hospital, according to 


| Thrasher, and by Mr. and Mrs. 


Pat Chrisman of near King- 
man. The Chrismans were 
robbed at gunpoint in a manner 
similar to the episode at the 
Spencer home. The event at the 
Chrisman home took place 
about two days before the 
Hollandsburg murders. 


To refute. the stack of 
‘evidence brought out so far, 
| Roger Drollinger’s defense 
only has been: one, he was 
home in bed with his wife on the 
night of the murders; two, he 
has been the victim of police. 


harrassment ever since he was | 
"younger and wilder”, and | 


" 1 them. He has brought attorneys 
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three, an alleged conspiracy bv 


the other defendants 


Hanner and his two deputy 


prosecutors, John Dowd and 
Jim Hanner, have entered 
some 103 exhibits to support the 
State's contention that Droll 
inger was the leader of the gang 
that broke into the Spence 
home that night after Keith 
Spencer had left for work at 
Indianapolis. 


Wright and Stonebraker and 
teary-eyed Mrs. Spencer have 
Supported the state’s case that 
Hanner has presented. The in- 
vestigators have testified they 


did not keep Mrs, Spencer, 
Stonebraker or Wright up to 
date on the success of the in- 
vestigation or where it was 
leading. Hanner said in court 
after both Stonebraker and 
Wright testified each had given 
detectives Statements implicat- 
ing Drollinger. Both said they 


_ feared Drollinger. . 


Blackford Circuit Court 


| Judge Bruce Bade, a 34-year- 


old former Marion, Ind., judge, | 
has been relatively quiet 


throughout DIOS 


nger trial. 
- Sitting behind the witresses ne 


| seldom does much ‘other than 


sit in his chair and listen to. 
to his bench on occasion, he 
swears in each witness and 
;regularly reads the jury's in- 
structions on not talking or 
reading about the case and 
| questioning them about the 


" same when they re-enter. He 


has allowed the attorneys for 
both sides ail the time they 
have asked for in questioning 
witnesses and his casual air has 
eased courtroom tension. 

Now that prosecution wit- 
nesses have testified, even the 
courtroom has lessened a bit. 
During the first 10 days of the 

| trial at least four uniformed 
officers were in the gallery all 
the time. Monday there was but 
one, sometimes two. Everyone 


| still is searched on entering the 


courtroom. 


bu m n ox a e T 
KEY TESTIMONY — Daniel Stonebraker, 21, Darlington, a co- 
| defendant in the Feb. 14 Hollandsburg mass murder of four 

rural Parke County men, provided the prosecution with key 
s testimony in the Roger Drollinger murder trial. 
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TESTIFIES AGAINST DROLLINGER —Co-defendant Michael 


(Star Photo: Kadel), 


Wright. 21, Crawfordsville, shown here with a police officer, 

was called by the prosecution to tell of the involvement of 

Roger Drollinger in the Feb. 14 Hollandsburg mass murder of 

four members of the Keith Spencer family. 
(Hartford City News-Times Photo) 
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The Drollinger trial Came s Ceen 


A week of 
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Editor's note: Steve Menestrina has 
followed the Hollandsburg murders from the 
beginning and has reported major develop- 
ments as they happened. He is currently on the 
scene in Hartford City, covering the trial of 
Roger Drollinger, reputedly the ringleader of a 
gang who murdered four youths. Following is 
his report of the first week of the trial. His re- 
ports will continue until the end of the trial. 


By Steve Menestrina 


Tuesday - Day One 

The Hartford City Square is clean, tree- 
less, very sterile looking. The flesh-colored 
Blackford County Courthouse looked old 
when it was built. There are few people on 
the streets in this quiet town of 8,500. 

There were rumors of a threat toward de- 
fendant Roger Drollinger, so the deputies 
search everyone before we enter the third 
floor courtroom. The metal detector whines 
when it finds a TV newsman's pocket mir- 
ror. No one laughs. 

Judge Bade (pronounced Body) is han- 
dling his normal trial load early in the morn- 
ing. This multi-murder trial starts sometime 
after 9:30 a.m. The judge is 34, looks like 
Dick Smothers. He is serious, sincere and 
drinks Pepsi during recesses. 

In the courtroom Roger Drollinger sits in 
a high backed chair at the defense table. 
His hair is cut closer now, beard shaven 
and he sports a FuManchu moustache. He 
appears softer, almost tranquil. 

Through the two-day jury selection 
Roger is unconcerned and sleepy-eyed. He 
looks around, gives no recognition to his 
mother or father, finally stares into the 
shiny table top. It's hot but he appears cool, 
showing no surface emotion. 

The humidity is so heavy, you can almost 
grab a handful of it. It's unseen, but there. 

Mrs. Nathan Drollinger, Roger's mother, 
sits two rows back, against the windows. 
She's a short, heavy woman, as neat look- 
ing as she can be, and she always watches 
Roger. Her face is Roger's, blurred by 
weight and years. 

Nathan Drollinger sits farther back 
watching the proceedings intently. White 
shirt, dark tie, grey burred hair, he looks 
like a small town pharmacist. | try to talk to 
him, "No comment," pleasant but final. 

Mr. & Mrs. Otis Clodfelter, maternal 
grandparents of the three dead Spencer 
children, sit near the Drollingers. They have 
the quiet weathered faces of a living Ameri- 
can Gothic. They've brought their camper 
and will be staying for the whole trial. After 
three days he says, ‘I sure miss those three 
boys. Didn't want them killed, but I really 
enjoy this trial.” 

Mrs. Nathan Drollinger turns and her 
eyes pause on the grandparents. Otis's 
look touches hers and shifts back to Roger. 
No words, no reactions but the narrow- 
deep emotion, their thoughts, are felt like 
the humidity. It’s not TV crime shows, just 
quiet human drama. The real story is in 
their minds; we'll never see it. 

The prospective jurors are sworn in and 
he i = ord Count 


election begins. Blackfo 
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quiet drama 


Prosecutor Brown is assisting the prosecu- 
tion. He begins the slow questioning. The 
questions cover age, background, jurors 
health, ability to serve and whether or not 
the prospective jurors have formed an opi- 
nion of the case. 

A casual survey around the town shows 
about one third of the sample have a fixed 
opinion about Drollinger's guilt, the rest 
vary from semi-informed to others who 
couldn't care less. Drollinger has a good 
chance to find an impartial jury. 

The questioning is soft spoken, some- 
times good natured. Brown speaks like a 
school teacher questioning students. 
Defense attorney, David Ford, 28, is all 
boyish charm and solid intelligence. It's a 
long day, no prospective jurors seem to be 
really locked in. 


‘I read Roger's 
copy of In Cold 
Blood ... the one 
with the under- 
lined passages.’ 


Police officer 


Wednesday - Day Two 

Otis Clodfelter has his tape recorder 
going and is taking notes about the trial. 
The individual wooden seats linked 
together start to get hard. There's no 
breeze to move the flag where it hangs 
above the golden oak judge's bench. 
Roger's baby-faced wife, 17, sits and 
watches, later she dozes. Fat, with dark 
blonde hair. A state police officer says, 
"Don't let that little girl look fool you. She's 
wise to what Roger was doing.” The officer 
also says at thirteen when she became 
pregnant by Roger she had a knock-out 
figure. 

In the afternoon, defense attorney, Mike 
Conway, finally speaks to a prospective 
juror, "I tell you right now the facts in this 
case are horrendous. You must not let them 
sway you to the guilt or innocence of the 
accused." 

The defense has repeatedly pushed the 
concept of innocent until proven guilty and 
the concept of reasonable doubt. Conway 
and Ford are confident questioners, even 
aggressive questioners. They are young but 
have solid trial experience. 

At 4:36 p.m. Judge Bade says, "You, con- 
stitute a jury at this time.” All the question- 
ing has come together in the last few 
minutes. Both prosecution and defense 
gives the standard reply of, ‘‘We are confi- 
dent we can prove our point to this jury.” 
Just after 6 p.m. the two alternate jurors are 
seated. 


Thursday - Day Three 
The judge strictly informs jurors of their 
and warns them, in addition, not to 


watch TV, radio, or read newspaper ac- 
counts of the trial. They are carefully ques- 
tioned, on this point, at the start of every 
trial session. 

Roger flips a wave to his sister. Prosecu- 
tor Hanner begins with the state’s story of 
February 14 and Roger Clay Drollinger’s 
actions. Hanner’s voice is clear, loud and 
his phrasing is a little country. Anyone who 
takes Hanner for a simple county attorney 
is foolish. He’s sharp, direct and will ver- 
bally slice up an unwary opponent. 

Hanner tells of that Sunday. It began in 
the afternoon when Daniel Stonebraker and 
Michael Wright brought a stolen shotgun to 
Roger Drollinger at a Crawfordsville 
laundromat. Drollinger and his wife were 
washing clothes. Later, after sawing off the 
gun barrel, Drollinger and the three other 
accused went into Illinois where Drollinger 


shot a dog to prove how easy it is to kill. | 


Back in Indiana, Drollinger left a meeting 
about a drug offense with his attorney Niles 
Stanton and, with the others, went looking 
for someone to rob and kill. 

The courtroom is silent, only the rustle of 
shifting bodies breaks the quiet. We all 
seem to mentally lean forward to hear. Han- 
ner recounts in considerable detail the ac- 
tions inside the trailer. Mrs. Betty Spencer 


| 
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told me she was on the floor when the Boss | 
Man came in," Hanner thumbs at | 


Drollinger. “This Boss Man, she called him, 


told the others what to do. He ordered them | 


around. She will testify and identify the de- 


fendant as the Boss Man." The phrase, | 


"Boss Man” will be hit again and again in 
this trial, | believe. Hanner finishes, forty 
minutes have passed. | look to another 
writer he nods. Damn that's some opening! 

Defense counsel Conway outlines the 
other side. “The prosecution's case rests 
on the testimony of two individuals, those 
two were involved in the crime." He calls 
Drollinger, ‘‘The man that wasn't there." In 
closing Conway says Roger was home in 
bed with his wife, like the rest of us. It 
lasted three to four minutes. Compared to 
the prosecution's opening, there was 
nothing. The claim that Roger was a 
scapegoat taking the blame for others 
sounds weak to most observers. 

In the afternoon, presentation of evi- 
dence begins. Several police officers testify 
to arriving on the scene and to what they 
found. It's the necessary proof of a crime 
and the continuing the chain of evidence. 
Connecting the crime to the accused will 
come later. Then the verbal fights will 
begin. 

In a Thursday night talk session, 
Stonebraker's attorney, Gibson, told me 
that "Stoney" will be on Monday. "He's 
honestly sick over what he's done. He'll tell 
the whole story on the stand. He couldn't 
take the pressure over the killings, so he 
came in and confessed.” 

Stonebrakers' and Wright's testimony 
will be savagely attacked by the defense. 


Friday - Day Four 

Mrs. Carolyn Spencer, mother of the 
three Spencer boys, sits with her parents. 
She has stopped two TV crews and in- 
troduced herself for interviews. She wants 
it known those were her three boys who 
died, not Betty's. She's distant, confused, 
her conversation is flighty. During 
testimony she takes notes and strains to 
ad on page 13) 
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see the death photos. She feels grief, but 
her actions seem bizarre. 

While passing the photos, a juror pales 
and puts his head down. A state police 
technician explains the many photos in- 
troduced. There are no words obscene 
enough to describe the photos of the dead 
boys. 

Defense objects to most of the photos, 
says they ". .. are designed to inflame the 
jury's mind." When the defense table gets 
the pictures, Roger looks at them. Dr. Benz, 
forensic pathologist, testifies long and in 
scientific detail to the causes of death. 
Straight words, “They died from a shotgun 
blast to the head." 

Many small bags of physical evidence 
from the trailer are introduced. They in- 
clude the bloody wig blown from Betty 
Spencer's head, a piece of blood soaked 
rug from under the bodies and evidence of 
a blood spot found 19 feet from the nearest 
body. 

The first week was long, slow and with 
none of the confrontations that makes good 
copy. There was the deep, quiet, undercur- 
rent of a drama just beginning. It was the 
nervous time of waiting, wondering before 
the coming battle. 

In Week Two - Stonebraker, Wright and 
Mrs. Betty Spencer will testify. It will be a 
week from a bloody, crime novel. Only it's 
too damned real. 

Talking to a police officer, he said, “I 
read Roger's copy of In Cold Blood, the one 
he had in jail before." 

"What?" 

"You know, the one with the underlined 
passages. It’s (the novel) just like this 
murder." 
"Oh, God." 
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| By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

HARTFORD CITY, Ind. — The fate of 

Roger Drollinger is to be be considered 

by a Blackford Circuit Court jury 

Wednesday. 

Final arguments of the defense. and 
| prosecution were to be heard Wednesday 
| and the jury was to receive the case for 
| consideration after instructions from 
| Judge Bruce Bade. 

Among evidence to be weighed by the 

jury is Drollinger's denial of involve- 
| . ment in the St. Valentine Day murders 
| of four Parke County brothers and his 

. claim of being at home in bed with his 
wife at the time. He said he has been 
framed. 

Contradictory to that are the testi- 
| monies of two of Drollinger's co-defen- 
| dants, which state Drollinger was at the 
murder scene and acted as a leader in 
| the killings. 

Also, is the identification of Droll- 

inger as one of those involved by the sole 
| survivor of the murders, Betty Spencer, 

mother of one of the boys killed and 
stepmother of the other three. 

Judge Bade would not speculate how 

long the jury would be out to consider 
| the case. 

No matter what the outcome of the 
case is, though, Drollinger will have to 
face a 15-year prison sentence on un- 
t related drug charges on which he was 
convicted the week of the murders. 

Killed early Feb. 14 were Ralph, 

Reeve and Raymond Spencer, teen-aged 
| brothers, and their stepbrother, Gregory 
| Brooks, 22. They were killed when in- 
| truders in their rural home north of 

Hollandsburg lined them side-by-side 
| and face-down on the living room floor 
b. and shot them in their heads with shot- 
| guns. 

Mrs. Spencer, who was also forced to 
the floor with them, survived by playing 
| dead after two shots had been fired at 
| her. One shot knocked a wig off her 
[ head. 

In the prosecution’s closing argu- 
ments Wednesday morning, Parke Coun- 
ia 4 ty Deputy Prosecutor John Dowd said 
| Drollinger had “commanded, ordered 
and directed the killings." 
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"We've proved NN a reasonable 
doubt that he was not home in bed that 
night — he was down at the Spencer 
residence," Dowd told the jury. 

In his comments, Dowd portrayed 
Drollinger as a person who gives orders 
and attacks his accusers. 

Since Drollinger has claimed he was 
set up in the case by co-defendants 
Michael Wright and Daniel Stonebraker, 
Dowd attempted to show that these 
people could not have gotten together to 
make up their story, pointing out Wright 
was arrested in California, 2,000 miles 
away from Parke County. “How could 
these two men 2,000 miles apart know all 
this if they weren't there and Drollinger 
wasn't there?" he asked. ‘‘They were all 
there.” 

Also in Drollinger’s testimony, he said 
Mrs. Spencer was pressured by police 
into giving a description of Drollinger 
and that the description was incorrect. 
“She saw each and everyone of them,” 
Dowd said, and, pointing toward Droll- 
inger, added, ‘‘And, she identified this 
man as masterminding it." 

Dowd continued that her testimony 
agreed with statements made by Wright 
and Stonebraker, also. 

He said nothing was fabricated in the 
state's evidence, as claimed in testi- 
mony by defense witness Nile Stanton 
Tuesday (Stanton had been Drollinger's 
original attorney in the case but 
withdrew from the case because of a 
schedule conflict). 

Referring to statements made by 
Drollinger’s wife, Kathy, that her hus- 


band was home in bed with her at the 


time of the murders, Dowd said, “Kathy 
Drollinger is this man's 17-year-old 
wife. She completed the eighth grade. 
She's doing all she can to protect him 
from spending the rest of his life in 
prison.’ 


Responding to Drollinger’ s charge | 


that deals have been made with -the 


other co-defendants who testified | 
against him, Dowd said, “The only deal |. 
that’s been made is that we're going to |— 
put all four of these men in prison the | 


rest of their lives because they're guilty 
of these offenses." Dowd added that 
Drollinger is responsible for the charges 
against the other defendants because he 
"commanded, ordered and directed the 
killings." 

The closing statement of defense at- 
torney, Michael Conway, w as expected 
after noon Wednesday. 


r Drollinger . 
ackford jury. 


of the killings. 
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Conway had presented his last witness |__ 
Tuesday and Parke County Prosecutor 
Clelland Hanner and his deputy, Dowd, © 
followed with four rebuttal witnesses. . 

Stanton, an Indianapolis attorney, 
said prosecution evidence had been 
“fabricated” and FBI agent Frank Low- 
ie, who reported on a comment made by 
Drollinger which indicated he was at the 
murder scene, was either “hard of 
hearing or a liar.” 

In rebuttal, the state called FBI agent UE 
John Mullins, who said he had been with | — — - 
Drollinger when the statement was re- 
portedly made. He said he had heard the 
first part of the statement, but missed 
the part about being on the scene when 
he was distracted. He said Lowie had 
told him of it later, though. Mullins, 
also, denied that Drollinger had worked 
for the FBI as he had claimed. 

Indiana State Police Detective Sgt. 
Loyd Heck, who had been a prosecution 
witness, returned to the stand to deny 
Drollinger's testimony that he had of- 
fered Drollinger a deal of 15 to 25 years 
in prison if he would plead guilty. 

Other witnesses were James Terry of 
Wallace who quoted Drollinger's father 
as saying his son didn't get home until 5 
a.m. the morning of the murders. Connie 
Adler of Crawfordsville quoted 
Drollinger's wife as saying she didn't 
know where her husband was at the s 


Also charged in the murders is David 
Smith, who did not testify. 

(Editor's Note: Through special ar- 
rangement with correspondents in Hart- 
ford City, The TRIBUNE will be provid- 
ing its readers each day with the latest 
courtroom reports from the med 
trial of Roger Drollinger.) 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

HARTFORD CITY — Out of 
the long list of witnesses in the 
murder trial of Roger Droll- 
inger over two and a half 
weeks, jury members cited the 
testimonies of the sole survivor 
and the co-defendants in the St. 
Valentine Day murders of four 
Parke County brothers as being 
the key reasons for the return 
of a guilty verdict Wednesday. 

The jury of seven men and 
five women took only an hour to 
make its decision with one 
ballot. 

Betty Jane Spencer, mother 
of Gregory Brooks, 22, and 
stepmother of teen-aged 
brothers Ralph, Reeve and 
Raymond Spencer, who were 
all killed, testified on near the 

end of the presentation of the 
prosecution’s case. 

Her emotional and graphic 
testimony visibly moved at 
Jeast half of the jurors, with 
some crying along with about 
half of the courtroom spec- 
tators. 

Mrs. Spencer told of the in- 
trusion into her family’s home 
north of Hollandsburg about 
12:30 a.m. Feb. 14. She said the 
young men armed with shot- 
guns ordered her family to line 
side-by-side and face down on 
the living room floor. 

After telling of the ransack- 
ing of her home, she said, ''Sud- 
denly, there was a shot fired 
and a piece of Greg's head fell 

| right beside my face. I turned 
my head to him and Greg was 
wiggling. Everything was quiet 
in the room. Greg said, 'Oh, my 
God, Um flying. Oh, my God, 
I'm flying.' Then he was shot 
again and I felt him die against 
me." 
“They started shooting eve- 
ry where. I felt it hit my back. I 
feit Raymond die on my left 
side’”’ she said. 

After the shooting stopped, 
she realized she was alive. She 
said she was kicked and or- 
dered to be shot again. After 
the second shot she said the 
next thing she remembered 
was: “I raised up, I could wig- 
gle my feet — they moved. I 
was alive. I went to the window 
and saw two cars take off at a 
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high rate of speed. I turned 
from the window and asked, 'Is 
anyone alive? 

"Nobody answered. As I 
stood there I heard a horrible 
noise and realized it was blood 
rushing from our boys. It 
sounded maybe almost like af 
like a waterfall or something.” f 


Asked by Parke County Pros- 
ecutor Clelland Hanner if she 
could describe the man who she 
said had a “‘commanding and 
authoritative voice" during the 
murders, she gave a descrip- 
tion from what she could see 
from the floor. Hanner then 
asked if the man was in the 
courtroom, and Mrs. Spencer 
said, “Yes, it’s that man over 
there," as she pointed at Droll- 
inger. 


Daniel Stonebraker, 21, Darl- 
ington, and Michael Wright, 22, 
Crawfordsville, both took the 
stand to testify as to their 
involvement in the murders and 
to claim Drollinger acted as 
their leader. 


Stonebraker was the first of 
the two co-defendants to testi- 
fy. His testimony was part of 
the second and third days of 
prosecution evidence. 

Stonebraker said Drollinger 
had organized the killings, tell- 
ing the other three young men 
what to do. After the Spencer 
home was decided on as a 
target, Stonebraker said Droll- 
inger distributed gloves and the 
shotguns to his companions. 

"He wanted everybody to 
agree when we went in to either 
shoot or be shot," Stonebraker 


said. è 


Asked why the group wanted 
to kill anybody, Stonebraker 
said, “No purpose, just for en- 
joyment.” 

Wright, the next to last wit- 
ness for the state, backed up 
Stonebraker’s account of the 
murders and Drollinger’s lead- 
ership role in them. 

Wright said Drollinger told 
him to “waste them” and when 
he told Drollinger he didn’t 
think he could, Drollinger 
pulled a gun on him, saying, 
“You will or else.” 

“We never would have done 
it if it hadn't been for him," 
Wright said. 
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LEAVING THE SCENE — A large crowd watches plain clothes four brothers in western Indiana last Valentine’s Day. Droll- d 


police load Roger C. Drollinger into a car in Hartford City inger (center) was taken to Michigan City state prison until  - e $ 
Wednesday after he was found guilty of the shotgun slayings of Oct. 17 when he will face four mandatory life sentences. i X 


By DICK dr 
` Star Correspondent he 
HARTFORD CITY, Ind. — Roger 
Clay Drollinger sat expressionless late 


" Wednesday afternoon as Blackford 


Circuit Court Judge Bruce Bade told 
him he had been found guilty of fou 
counts of first degree murder. The jury 


-of five women and seven men needed 


only one hour to reach its decision. 
The 24-year-old Waynetown man, 
charged in the deaths of four rural 
Parke County young men, did not appear 
surprised by the verdict. He had told one 
of his attorneys before the jury returned 
he was prepared no matter what the 
outcome. Hartford City attorney David 
Ford quoted Drollinger as saying, "T'm 
convinced with the amount of evidence 
they have, I will be found guilty." 


See page three for Mrs. Betty 
Spencer's reaction to the jury’s verdict 


Final arguments and instructions 
were concluded at 2:35 p.m. Wednesday. 
The jury then spent 20 minutes selecting 
a foreman and left the courthouse for a 
late lunch. Actual deliberations began at 
4:10 p.m. 

A large crowd of spectators and me- 
dia representatives were in the 
courthouse at 5:10 when the' jury in- 
dicated it had reached its decision. 
Drollinger's father and mother were in 
the courtroom during the final argu- 
ments but were not present to hear the 
verdict. The accused's wife, Cathy, and 
sister, Janet, were in the courtroom 
throughout the day. Drollinger's court- 
appointed attorney, Michael Conway. 
was not present to hear the verdict. He 
reportedly had other commitments. 
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osing arguments were unlim! ed as 

all three prosecution dulcis and Con- 
way directed comments to the jury. 

Cohway's final arguments followed 

the same lines as his defense presenta- 

tion. He sire the prosecution fo 


John Dowd: Parke County eg 
prosecutor, opened final arguments. re 
viewing testimony of nearly everyone 
appearing on the witness stand. He went 
into great detail to cover points which 
were similar in the testimony of Betty 
Spencer. Michael Wright and Daniel 
Stonebraker. Mrs. Spencer is the sole 
survivor of the Feb. 14 shotgun slayings 
at Hollandsburg. She was the mother of 
Gregory Brooks and stepmother to teen- 
agers Ralph. Raymond and Reeve 
Spencer, all victims of the shooting 
incident. Wright and Stonebraker are 
co-defendants in the case and each is 
charged with four counts of first degree 
murder. David W. Smith, 17, also is 
accused of being a member of the gang 
that killed ‘‘for the fun of it." He faces 
four murder charges also. 

Conway said the testimony by Mrs. 
Spencer, in which she gave eye-witness 
account of the slayings, was one of the 
most emotional things he has heard and 
he too was moved by it. He urged the 
jury not to let the emotion of Mrs. 
Spencer's testimony run away with the 
jury's reasoning. 

Mrs. Spencer did not identify Droll- 
inger for several weeks after the killings 


and she testified the first time she had 


n 


seen the accused, other than the night of 
the murders, was on a television news 
conference after his surrender at Indian- 
apolis. Conway spent considerable time 
on the delay of it (identifying Droll- 


ing 

[UM defense attorney said ha felt there 
are several points which the prosecution. 
failed to prove, including the dog which 
Drollinger is alleged to have shot to 
prove it is easy to kill. Conway charged 
Wright and Stonebraker had been of- 
fered deals by the prosecution in ex- 
change for their testimony. . 

Dowd earlier said, “If life in prison is 
a deal, then they have one.' 

Parke County prosecuting attorney 
Clelland Hanner handled the 
prosecution's ‘summation, saying it is 
not his purpose to. misquote the facts. 
Charges of fabrication of evidence were 
leveled. against the prosecution during 
the defense’s presentation of evidence. 
Hanner explained that all the evidence 
he offered was available to Conway and 
had been available for a considerable 
time. 

Several times Hanner pointed his fin- 
ger at Drollinger to make points to the 
jury. "This man killed in cold blood,” he 
charged. “This man has no respect for 
the law, his parents or family.” 

Conway told the jury that if it believed 
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were so similar the two young ime ist. 

have rehearsed their Stories. - tam 

attacked Conway's stat ed ‘say "a 

the statements wer 

lere arrested. "iGtonebt 

rested at. Crawfordsville & ian 

two statements," he said: ni gave was 

arrested a week later in California and 

there is no way they could have.com- 

pared their stories." 

- “If Mrs. Spencer was no ot a religious 

woman with a deep faith, she could not 
have lived through this ordeal,” Hanner 

said. The prosecutor jabbed | his finger in 
the direction of the. defense table and 

asked, “Are you going - to Rum this man 
back into society?” fia l 
- Ford said he had not rd an 
appeal with Conway but felt certain 
there would be more action in this case. 

He said one main point Conway is 
expected. to make in his appeal is the e 
lack of time given the defense to prepare 


its case. "e 
directed the sepe e 


ordered the calm De linge to besent: o 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


HARTFORD CITY — A Blackford '' 


Circuit Court jury took an hour to reach 


* the unanimous decision that Roger C. 


Drollinger was, guilty of four counts of 


first degree murder for the St. Valentine.” 
: Day shotgun slayings of four Parke 


County brothers. 


The guilty verdict came after nearly ` 


three weeks of testimony, only two days ` 


of which were on behalf of the defense. ;:; :. 


Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, sat ex-. 


pressionless with his chin cupped in his .. 
hand, as he had been throughout most of , ` 


the trial, as the jury’s decision was read 
to him. : 
“It’s over with and I can still say I'm 
guilty — uh, I mean innocent," Droll- 
inger sald as he was taken to the waiting 


police car. He was to be taken back to. 


Michigan City prison where he is to 
serve a 15-year sentence on several drug 
charges of which he was convicted the 
week of the murders. 


Drollinger' $ Se appointed Ame. 


Spencer; two suspects con- at ' Michael Conway, had indicated earlier a 


Mrs. 
sidered key witnesses by j jurors, page 5. 


Juror Ben Wilson, a surveyor from 


Montpelier, said the Vote on count one of 


;' the charges, the murder of Brooks, was 
= by secret ballot. i 


“It was unanimous guilty and the 


- guilty verdict would be appealed, 
Any appeal must be filed before Oct. 
17, the date set by Judge Bruce Bade for 


' sentencing. Each first degree murder: 


other three votes were without written + 


ballots," he said: | , . 
Wilson said “there was a little bit of 


.. question in some of the juror’s minds,” 


during the deliberations, "but it was 
over fairly insignificant matters. His 
(Drollinger's) alibl just didn’t wash.” 
. He said the testimony of Mrs. Spencer 
and Stonebraker and Wright ‘‘was the 
most damaging thing" during the triaj. 


“I feel that justice has been served," 
‘the jury member said. -"'I'm pleased to 


the point where he has been taken out of 
socicty. I wouldn't want to see thc same 
thing happen to my family or yours."' 


conviction carries a mandatory life sen- 
tence. 


Parke County Prosecutor Clelland sA 


Hanner, who had prosecuted the case, 
said he expects an appeal. 


"It's a sure-fire thing — they all do - : 


i it,” Hanner said. “He’s not paying for- 


anything, $0 you know he'll do it.” 
. Hanner said he didn't ‘‘seé any other 
way they (the jury) could go" on the 


- verdict. 


Drollinger was the first of toür young 
Montgomery County men charged with 


` four counts of first degree murder each 


‘for the Feb. 14 killings of teen-aged 
brothers Ralph, Reeve and Raymond 
Spencer and their stepbrother, Gregory 
Brooks, 22. 

Two of his co-defendants, Danicl 


Stonebraker, 21, Darlington, and 
Michael Wright, 22, Crawfordsville, tes- 


| pi tified against him. The third co-defen- 


. dant, David Smith, 17, Wingate, is 


» Scheduled for his own trial on Oct; 3 in 


, Rensselaer. MIT 


A key state's witness, though, was 


Betty Jane Spencer, mother of Brooks 

‘and stepmother of the three Spencer 
boys. She was the only eye witness who 
survived. 

She told the jury of the intrusion into 
her home and the murders of her son and 
'StepSons and identified Drollinger as one 
of the four killers. 

"Im relieved. I always felt the jury 
would see the truth," Mrs. Spencer sald. 
"I'm just relieved that nobody believed 
any lies." 

The reaction of Keith Spencer, father 
of the Spencer boys and stepfather of 
Brooks was, “One down, three to go." 
Spencer had just left his family's rural 
home north of Hollandsburg before the 
intruders entered his home. 
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HARTFORD CITY, Ind. 
| (AP) — “I’m just relieved that 
2 nobody believed any lies," Bet- 


"ty Spencer said Wednesday 
> night shortly after she learned 


2? Roger C. Drollinger was con- 

| vieted for the Feb. 14 shotgun 
slayings of her four sons. 

Mrs. Spencer, the lone sur- 


Ah vivor of the ordeal, said she 


2 expected that verdict from the 


LL seven-man, five-woman Black- 


H 
x" 


‘ford Circuit Court jury. State 


A 
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Police Det. Barney Thrasher 
telephoned Mrs. Spencer and 
her husband, Keith, at their 
small Rockville radio station 


moments after the verdict was 
announced. 


“One down, three to go. I 
guess," Keith Spencer said. 
“We feel quite relieved. We 
never thought there was a 
doubt at all. You just can't get 
up and fool all the people all the 
time and apparently he didn't 
fool the jury." 

With his 17-year-old wife 
near tears, Drollinger was 
rushed under heavy guard to a 
waiting police car. “No, I 
didn't" get a fair trial, Droll- 
inger said as he was hustled 
through the crowd. Judge 
Bruce Bade ordered the 24- 
year-old Waynetown man 
transferred to the Indiana State 
Prison at Michigan City and set 
sentencing for Oct. 17. 

Juror Ben Wilson of 
Montpelier said the jury simply 
didn't believe Drollinger's tes- 
timony that he was at home 


ere es R^. 
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when teen-agers Ralph, Reeve 
and Raymond Spencer and 
their stepbrother, Gregory 
Brooks, were murdered. He 
said the jury's differences were 
resolved in an hour. 

Drollinger was identified by 
two co-defendants and the lone 
survivor as the man who or- 
dered the nightmarish attack, 
accepted the verdict without 
emotion. He sat quietly, his 
legs crossed and glanced at the 
jury and the judge. 

Parke County Prosecutor 
Clelland Hanner said 
Drollinger’s three co-defen- 
dants will apparently also stand 
trial on four counts of first- 
degree murder. 

Hanner reiterated Mrs 
Spencer’s relief that the jury 
believed prosecution testi- 
mony. "I thank God that the 
people believed we did not fab- 
ricate our story," he said. “It 
(the verdict) is as it should be.” 

The maximum sentence un- 
der state law is life imprison- 
ment for each count. 
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INDIANAPOLIS (UPI) 


| There are serious. questions 


I about the fairness of the trial in 


which Roger Drollinger was 
convicted as the mastermind of 
Indiana's "St. Valentine's Day 
massacre,” his lawyer said 
Thursday. 

“Tm not saying there wasn't 
evidence for the jury to convict 
him ... but did he have a fair 
trial?" chief defense lawyer 
Michael Conway asked. 

During the proceedings, Con- 


| Way Sought and was denied a 


| mistrial when Parke County 
©) Prosecutor Clelland Hanner 
| asked Drollinger if he had ever 


read “In Cold Blood," a book 
based on interviews with the 
slayers of a Kansas farm fami- 
I 


“That was never tied up or 
brought in again,” Conway 


> Said. 


Appeal is likely, but that will 


| be up to Drollinger when he is 
| read his appeal rights Oct. 17 at 
» sentencing, Conway said. 


Meanwhile, Drollinger was 


» at Indiana State Prison in Mich- 


Attor 
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igan serving a 19-year sentence 
on previous convictions for 
drug peddling and other of- 
fenses. : 

A Blackford Circuit Court 
jury in Hartford City de- 
liberated less than an hour 
Wednesday to convict Droll- 
inger, 24, Waynetown, of first 
degree murder in the shotgun 
Slayings of the four sons of 
Keith and Betty Spencer. Three 
codefendants await separate 
trials. 

Conway said he felt Black- 
ford Circuit Court Judge Bruce 
Bade erred in not sequestering 
the jury. 

“The inconveniences of se- 
questering a jury as opposed to 
defendant’s rights were just ov- 
erwhelming," Conway said. 

He said Bade allowed the 
press to create too much 
courtroom hubbub, permitting 
use of tape recorders, and 
placement of extra micro- 
phones. He also. said some 
newspersons came and went 
during testimony. 

“It almost became a circus. 


ney For Drollinger Says © 
| Fairness Of Trial Questions Raised 


It was a cross between Sam 
Sheppard, and Charlie Manson 
and Barnum & Bailey," Con- 
way said. | 


The Sheppard case, in Ohio, 
brought an appeal reversal rul- 
ing that disorder created by 
news media prevented a fair 
trial. 

Conway said the press 
seemed to favor the state and 
lose track of the presumption of 
innocence. “Jurors go home to 
their families who read ail 
this," he said. 

There were prosecution ref- 
erences to a book and movie 
about ritual killer Charles Man- 
placidness was taken by many | 
spectators as coldbloodedness. E 


son, “Helter Skelter,” during 
the trial. 


On the other hand, Bade 
donned a black robe, restricted 
access to his offices and en- 
dured some other formalities 
he usually spurns. 

There was nobody calmer ap- 
pearing in the courtroom than 
Drollinger, whose unchanging 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. — Michael Con- 
way, chief defense lawyer for Roger 
Drollinger, said Thursday he probably 
will appeal his client’s “conviction as 


leader of the gang that killed four 


brothers St. 
Valentine’s Day 
on grounds the 
tria! was vnfair. 
‘I’m not 
saying there 
wasn't evidence 
tor the jury to 
convict him... 
but did he have a 
fair trial?" Con- 
way asked. kd 
He said he felt į 


“some pretty hig ^7 n 


issues" could. ie MICHAEL CONWAY 


cougkt up in an appeal. ~ 


Whether or not to appeal will be 
Drollinger's decision when he is read his 
appeal rights Oct. 17 at sentencing, 
Conway said. A life sentence is man- 


— datory. 


Conway said Drollinger will have the . 


decision of whether he (Conway) is to be 
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_ State Prison in Michigan City serving a 
‘15-year s sentence on previous convictions 


his appeal lawyer, also, although he will 
probably prepare a motion to correct 
errors in the case anyway. 


Conway had earlier said he didn’t 
think he would be appointed the appeal 
lawyer; but told The TRIBUNE he had 
discussed the matter with Blackford 
Circuit Court Judge Bruce Bade Friday 
morning and the judge has said Conway 
could handle the appeal with 


Drollinger’s concurrence on the matter. 


Key issues in the appeal ficcording to 
Conway. would be denial of a conti- 
nuance for Conway to prepare the case, 
denial of a change of venue after com- 
parisons of Drollinger to Charles Man- 
son made in a Blackford County news- 
paper the week before the trial, denial of 


.. a motion to sequester the jury, denial of 


ite 


a mistrial trial motion when a book was 


entered into evidence and other trial 


—— rulings “too numerous to list.” 


Conway said he has not had a chance — 
— to review the whole trial, but those 
. items he mentioned were the ''most 
_ obvious issues on appeal.” 


Meanwhile, Drollinger was at Indiana 


4 
‘J ^ / 


E drug peddling and other offenses. 

A Blackford Circuit Court jury in 
Hartford City deliberated less than an 
hour Wednesday to convict Drollinger, 


24, Waynetown, of first degree murder ` 


in the shotgun slayings at Hollandsburg 
of the four sons of Keith and Betty Jane 
Spencer. 

. Three co-defendants await separate 
trials. 


Conway said he felt Blackford Circuit 


` Court Judge Bruce Bade erred in not 
; sequestering the jury. 


He said Bade allowed the press to 


` ereate too much courtroom commotion. 

: Reporters used tape recorders and they 

‘and spectators had Mae dM of extra. 

microphones. Some news 

„and went during testimony. , 
“It almost became a circus. . It was a’ 

“cross between Sam Sheppard, and 


Charlie Manson and Barnum & Bailey,” 
Conway said. 
The Sheppard case, in Ohio, brought 


“an appeal reversal ruling that disorder 


created by news media prevented a fair 
trial. 


ons came - 


rollinger case, 
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y of filing appeal 


chal 1 the press seemed to 
throw out the presumption of innocence. 
“Jurors go home to their families who 
read all this," he said. 

Conway, during the proceedings, 
asked for and was denied a mistrial 
when Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner entered into evidence “In Cold 
Blood," a book based on interviews with 
the slayers of a Kansas farm family. 

“That was never tied up or brought in 
again," Conway said. 

There were also prosecution refer- 
ences to a book and movie about ritual 


killer Manson, “Helter Skelter,” during 


the trial. 

On the other hand, Bade donned a 
black robe, restricted access to his 
offices and endured some other. for- 

epe usually spurns-- ” 

ere was little open argument about 
objections because Bade met with the 
lawyers and Drollinger in chambers, to 
save the jurors’ time, Conway said. 

Drollinger, in and out of the 
arto, spoke calmly and precisely 
and always asserted his innocence, Con- 
viy said. 


Drollin eri} 
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To Get Life 


By RAY CRONIN JR. 
Star Valley Editor 

ROCKVILLE, Ind. (Special) 
-- Four life sentences, to be 
served concurrently, is what 
the Parke County prosecutor’s 
office expects to be given to 
Roger Clay Drollinger, con- 
victed Wednesday for the Feb. 
14 slaying of four Parke County 
brothers. 

Parke County prosecuting at- 
torney Clelland Hanner could 
not be reached Thursday owing 
to a death in the family. 

John Dowd, deputy prose- 
cutor who led off the state’s 


~ final statements to the jury 


4 Wednesday, told The Star 
Thursday afternoon they see no 
reason why Blackford Circuit 
Court Judge would do other 
T than give the maximum penalty 
for the four shotgun slayings of 
Gregory Brooks and his step- 
brothers, Ralph, Reeve and 
Raymond Spencer. 


Drollinger, meanwhile, was 
whisked away from Hartford 
City Wednesday evening and 
taken to the Indiana State Pris- 
on in Michigan City to awaiting 
sentencing, set for Oct. 17. 


Drollinger is presently serv- 
ing four terms for drug convic- 
tions in Montgomery County 
totaling 47 years, but since they 
are concurrent, he will serve 15 
years. Dowd explained that the 
murder sentences will be con- 
concurrent, but they will be 
served consecutively after the 
time now being served. Droll- 
inger therefore is expected to 
be handed four life sentences, 
to be served concurrently, 
which will begin after his pres- 
ent 15-year term is completed. 

Dowd said Drollinger, should 
he be given the life terms, 
would not be eligible to go 
before a parole board until he 
served 10 years in prison for the 
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slayings, after completing his 
term for the drug charges. 
Dowd said, "We feel like it 
(the trial of Drollinger) turned 
out as it should have. Both 
(Hanner and Dowd) of us 
thought it went as we expected 
it would." Dowd said he talked 
Wednesday evening with Keith 


: and Betty Spencer, the parents 


of the slain boys, and they 
expressed happiness with the 
verdict and relief that the first 


‘trial was over. 


Also to be tried yet are other 
Montgomery countians Michael 
Wright, Daniel Stonebraker and 
17-year-old David Smith. 

Dowd said the prosecutor's 
office was working now on get- 
ting ready for Smith's trial, 
Scheduled to begin Oct. 3 in 
Jasper Circuit Court in 
Rensselaer. Smith has pleaded 
he was insane at the time of his 
alleged involvment in the 
slayings in the rural 
Hollandsburg home of the 
Spencer's on St. Valentine's 
Day. 


Two psychiatrists have ex- 


amined Smith-and found him to 
be sane now and able to con- 
tribute to his own defense. The 
same psychiatrists were to 
make a report on his condition 


at the time of the murders and 


that report will be taken as 
evidence when Smith’s trial 
opens. Dowd said he expected 
to see that report next week. 
The prosecution will be a 


pectec 
erms 


little different for the Smith E 
trial, Dowd told The Star) 
Thursday. He said the insanity f 


plea will make the state’s case 
different and he expects a few 


different witnesses, and a less- 
er number of witnesses, will be 


called for the trial. 


esty there was no capital pun 


ishment in Indiana. He said he P : : 


would have requested the death 
penalty “an eye for an eye, à 
tooth for a tooth, a death for a 


whether Drollinger would coop- 


erate in any of the other three 7 


trials. 


jury took only one hour to de- 
liberate. According to one 
juror, the seven men and five 
women took 20 minutes to elect 
a foreman, discussed minor 
points of differences among the 


murder, the death of Mrs. 


Spencer's son, Gregory Brooks. 


When the verdict was a unan- 
imous guilty, the juror ex- 
plained, then voice votes were 
taken on the other three first 
degree murder charges and 
Drollinger was found guilty of 
all four counts. 


. The trial began Sept. 6 after 
a delay from Aug. 30, the ori- 
ginal opening day. Jury selec- 
tion took two days, there were 
seven days of testimony by 
witnesses for the prosecution, 
two days of testimony by de- 
fense witnesses and on the final 
day, both sides summarized 
their case and Judge Bruce 


Bade gave final instructions to 
the jurors Wednesday after- 


noon. 


The Blackford Circuit Court) 
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INSIDE LOOKING OUT — Roger C. Drollinger, convicted Wednesday of murdering four 
Hollandsburg brothers Feb. 14, and facing a life sentence on each count, gazes out of a car 
window at the spectators who gathered to see him leave Blackford Circuit Court in Hartford 
City after his conviction. Drollinger will be held at the Michigan City state prison until his 
sentencing Oct. 17. (Star: AP Wirephoto) 


The Drollinger trial 


By Steve Menestrina 


Monday-Day Five 

| Tuesday-Day Six 

| This is the week we have all been anti- 
cipating. The week when Daniel 
Stonebraker, Mrs. Betty Jane Spencer and 
Michael Wright will all testify against Roger 
C. Drollinger. These witnesses will clarify 
all the story chunks we have heard of the 
murder night. When they're finished the 
prosecution's complete story of the mass 
murder at Hollandsburg will be known. 

In the morning Kevin Rhodes and Debra 
Birdsong, both sometimes friends of Roger 
Drollinger testified to conversations on the 
morning of February 14, following the 
murder. Rhodes had testified for Drollinger 
in his Crawfordsville drug trial. After testify- 
ing they had spoken to Drollinger, Mike 
! Wright and David Smith, Rhodes said, 
"Wright came up to Roger and said after 
last night | feel like I'm tripping.” Roger or- 
dered Wright to go home and lay low. Then 
Roger asked them for ticket stubs to a rock 
concert, saying, “I need an alibi for David." 
Drollinger found out the ticket stubs were 
not for the fourteenth. 

Two days later composite drawings of the 
murderers were published in the paper. 
Birdsong and Rhodes testified that they 
had a conversation with Drollinger about 
the composite. The second composite 
looked like Dan Stonebraker and Roger 
said, "That could be damaging to us." 
Birdsong joked that the forehead and hair 


On the steps 


Highly publicized trials attract the 
public. The first week of the trial the 
court was no more than two-thirds full. 
This week crowds increased to the point 
where spectators were given a number 
to qualify for a seat. There were 125 to 
150 people waiting for the 70 unreserved 
seats. Spectators arrived at 7 a.m. and 
oftened waited until 3 p.m. for a seat. 
Some brought sack lunches with sand- 
wiches, apples and canned soft drinks. 
In the evening the litter on the steps was 
like a small snowstorm of paper. 

The first three in line for Mrs. 
Spencer's day of testimony were local 
high school girls. "We got here at twenty 
till seven to get a good seat. We were 
here yesterday and liked it so we came 
back." Why did you like it? "I don't know 
| just like to hear the story. It's real in- 
teresting." What do you think about 
Roger? “He’s kinda cool looking." 

"No he's ugly, mean looking, ! wonder 
if he really did it," Her friend asked. 
What about the photos of the murder? 
"We were too far back to see them very 
good. Are they awful?" 

"Is that Mr. Spencer?" Carolyn 
Spencer walks past. 

Down the steps farther are four 
women from Parke County. They are 
nice middle-aged ladies who drove 130 
miles to see a murder trial. “We just took 


Horror. beyond 
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a reasonable doubt 


of one composite looked like Roger. She 
said, “Your forehead is under arrest." On 
the same occasion Roger said, ‘‘My profes- 
sion is driving cars and | stick to my profes- 
sion." He was not worried for himself, only 
that Stonebraker or Smith might be iden- 
tified, she said. 

On the day of the murders and then two 
days later, Rhodes and Birdsong heard 
conversations that indicated who the mur- 
derers might be, but they sat on it for over 
three weeks. No one in court ever asked 
why. Later a state police officer said, 
“They're Roger's buddies, they've been in- 
volved with him for several years." How 
anyone could ignore information about 
mass murderers is beyond normal unders- 
tanding. 

The three shotguns used in the murders 
were introduced into evidence. Now the 
court was ready for the first of the major 
characters in the dark drama. 


The Dan Stonebraker who entered court 
was a very different person from the one at 
the arraignments. Stony was dressed in a 
red plaid sports coat, blue shirt and red tie. 
His hair was cut very short and parted, he 
had a thin clean cut mustache. He looked 
more like a salesman than a confessed 
meurdgrer. @ $ 

Prosatutt 5o quickly led Stony 
through the preliminaries and got into the 
day of February 13th. Stony testified in a 
clear flat voice that, he and Wright 
burglarized a home and stole two 
shotguns, shells and a machete. They gave 


a day to come over and see it. We want 
to see how Roger acts." 

“Im a neighbor of the Spencers. | 
knew her boys.” 

Another says she’s a neighbor of 8 
miles distance. ‘This murder really 
scared us all. We're still kinda scared. | 
know Clelland ! hope he'll hang Roger. 
He deserves it." 

What about the photos? “Oh they're 
bloody, | wouldn't want to see them.” 

"| would!” Her friends turn toward the 
honest one, "Well, | would!" she says. 

Another person from Parke County 
says, "| want to see the sentencing. They 
ought to kill him." Indiana doesn't have 
capital punishment for this crime. “Well, 
we should. Life is too good for him." 

The trial has attracted local spectators 
from 30-40 miles away. "| guess the 
publicity and all. | wanted to see a trial 
and this should be a good one," a man 
near the end of the line explained. ‘I’m 
retired and got lots of time to kill, so | 
came over." 

The last in line said, “Pm prepared to 
wait," and displayed a sack full of food. 
"|t had better be worth it." Why are you 
here? ''Hartford City is a small town, 
nothing ever happens here. This is real 
important. This is what's happening 
now! The biggest thing in town.” 

An attorney hit it, saying, “This is like 
the Coliseum and they've come to see 
the lions eat the Christians." 

—Steve Menestrina 
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them'to Rbger Bf wWdynetown laundromat. 
They were to be used in armed robberies. 
After Roger sawed off the barrels, the four 
suspects took Roger's Chevy Blazer to 
Danville, IIl., to see a friend. Both on the trip 
over and back Roger constantly en- 
couraged them to stop at a farm house and | 
"rob and kill everyone inside." Stony 
asked, "What if children are present." “It 
doesn't matter you got to do it," Roger said. 
Later in Illinois, Roger shot a dog walking 
along side the road, “to show us how easy 
it is to kill". Hanner ask why Roger wanted 
to kill them. “For the enjoyment," Stony 
answered. 

When others testified Roger rested his 
face on his left palm. Now the open hand 
became a closed fist as Drollinger stared at 
his friend. 

About 10 p.m. the four were back in 
Crawfordsville for Drollinger's meeting with 
his attorney, Niles Stanton. Drollinger wore 
his .38 pistol, in a shoulder holster, into the 
meeting with Stanton. At 10:30 he came out 
and they transferred three shotguns into a 
rented white over gold 1977 Omega. | 

By now both Wright and Smith were will- 
ing to go along with the robbery and 
murder idea of Drollinger's. They sat in the 
car, Roger asking Stony which way he 
wanted to go. Stony said, outside of court, 
he wanted to go to a party. Finally he just 
pointed in a direction. 

"We just ran the country," Stony said. 
While cruising around Roger constantly 
asked Stony, ‘‘How about this house? Is it 
good enough for you; you like that one?" 
After an hour and a half they were north of 
Hollandsburg. Drollinger saw the Spencer | 
trailer and the five cars parked there. “He 
picked that one because of all the nice 
cars, he thought they were wealthy.” After | 
checking it out they stopped up a small side 
lane. They loaded their weapons and Roger 
instructed them on what to do. “Seek and | 
secure," Roger said. Roger told Stony he | 
wouldn't need a mask. “When we come out, | 
there'll be no one alive to identify us," 
Roger said, “Everyone shoots or gets 
shot." They then went in and robbed and 
killed four people. Afterwards, Roger asked 
Stony where he wanted to go now, implying 
he wanted to hit another home. 

Stony also testified that he and Roger 
had seen the TV movie, “Helter Skelter” 
and Roger thought it was a good idea to kill 
someone and then write “Helter Skelter” on 
the refrigerator. This was not done at the 
Spencer home. | 

In a tough, cross examination, Stony was 
repeatedly asked, if he knew Roger was | 
planning a murder, why didn't he leave. “I | 
was scared Roger might kill me," he 
answered. He had gotten himself into a bad 
situation and was too scared to get out. 
Hanner asked him, ‘‘Do you expect to pay 
your debt?" "Yes, | do." Stonebraker's 
testimony was solid and he was unshaken 
by the cross examination. 

Stonebraker's testimony ended on Tues- 
day. The same day, the stolen murder guns 
were identified by their original owners. 
Wednesday - Day Seven 
Linda Claycombe, who took Drollinge 
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and Smith to Florida, testified today. She 
said she drove Roger, David Smith, Michael 
Wright and Stonebraker to Terre Haute on 
Maich 2. She was on her way to Florida and 
brought her boyfriend, Drollinger, to Terre 
Havie to buy drugs and to try to get a car. 
When he wes unable to get a car from a 
drug dealer, Drollinger and Smith decided 
to go to Florida with her. Stonebraker 
would not go and stayed at the Mid-Town 
Motel until his mother came and got him. 
She said, ''They both had pistols on their 
shoulders, but put them away because of 
the baby." One night at a motel Smith's 
pistol discharged and shot a hole in the 
ceiling. 

In Florida Drollinger used the name, 
Shane Jackson and Smith the name, Herbie 
Jackson. Calling home to Crawfordsville, 
Claycombe found out they were wanted for 
murder, “I turned and told them and they 
said ‘let's get the hell out of here’.” 
Drollinger and Smith took their damp 
clothes from the laundromats' dryer and 
fled into the Florida countryside. 

Several times during the questioning 
Claycombe sneaked a quick look and 
smiled to Drollinger. His eyes seemed to 
appreciate the look. It was as if this flirt 
were coming on with Roger; unaware of the 
trial. Asked by Hanner if she still had a 
special interest in Roger ‘Yes, | do," she 
said. Her voice was as country thick as 
biscuits and gravy. It was hard to under- 
stand her. 

In the afternoon, Crawfordsville police 
testified to seeing Drollinger's Blazer 
parked at the local Lew Wallace Motel, the 
night of February 13. It was a slow after- 
noon and Hanner entertained the specta- 
tors by wise remarks and overly vivid 
descriptions of the firing ability of sawed off 
shotguns. He proved he could have been 
an actor as well as a prosecutor. The drama 
on the court room stage during a mass 
murder trial is greater than the best actors 
could ever create. 


Thursday - Day Eight 

Betty Jane Spencer 44, came to court like 
a frightened child expecting punishment. 
She was all firm-set face and square- 
Shouldered false courage. She entered 
court with her doctor and a state police 
guard. In the witness chair, she knitted her 
thumbs nervously and avoided looking 
toward her punishment, the defendant. On 
the first questions her voice wavered, and 
the corners of her mouth turned down like a 
child fighting tears. 

In the courtroom most were taking 
shallow quick breaths, expecting the worst. 
Hanner spoke softly to her, asking how 
many children she had. “You mean now?" 
she asked. 

Silence in the court; it's going to be bad. 
Roger has crossed his right arm protec- 
tively across his body, under the table his 
leg crosses also. 

She begins her story. “The last time | 
looked at the clock it was ten to twelve." 
Keith Spencer had just left for work. She sat 
talking to Ralph, Ralphy to her, and Greg 
about school tomorrow. “I ask Ralphy if he 
had his valentines ready. He alway had lots 
of girls chasing him." She gives a smile of 
pleasure at the memory. The two younger 
boys went to bed, Greg Brooks watched TV 
in the front room and Raymond was out 
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working. She heard ''a sound of rushing 
feet and then a bang on the front door." 
Mike Wright came in with a shotgun and or- 
dered Brooks to lie face down on the floor. 
"| was just stunned, | thought it was a 
joke." Then two more came in the back 
door. The first one was a boy, David Smith, 
the second, Daniel Stonebraker. “I knew it 
was no joke, it was for real." Her voice 
breaks when she speaks. She asks for a 
glass of water. 

She was forced face down on the floor 
also. Mrs. Spencer takes an instructor's 
pointer to use on the diagram of the trailer. 
“Then someone went into the bedroom and 
brought Ralphy out, he was whimpering.” 
Spencer is red-faced now. Reeve was 
brought out, “He was always a quick think- 
ing and acting child. If anything could be 
done, he would know what to do." Reeve 
looked to his stepmother and shrugged his 
shoulders. 


Inside the rail An attorney said "Hell, yes. Roger's 


By Steve Menestrina 

In the courtroom a heavy wooden rail 
divides the spectators and press from 
the people actually involved in the trial. 
Their view of the trial participants is 
much clearer, closer inside the rail. Pri- 
vate conversations, physical reactions, 
rough comments and even dark jokes 
are available to those inside the rail. The 
public never hears this and the press 
only receives it secondhand. 

These are some of the insiders' views 
of the Roger Drollinger trial. In the tell- 
ing some are altered, some misun- 
derstood and some are just wrong. Take 
these as "stories" that may give an in- 
sight into the trial and its participants. 

After one of the many conferences 
between the defense team and the 
prosecution before the judges someone 
from the defense said in disgust "You've 
really got us by the ass." It was said 
man-to-man, then they entered the court 
as lawyers. 

When the photos of the dead boys and 
the murder scene were passed from 
juror to juror, a man watching the au- 
dience said "You could just see the 
spectators rise and fall like a wave, try- 
ing to see those bloody pictures. It's dis- 
gusting. | think all the public's sick. They 
love the blood and gore. Days like this 
are a circus not a trial. I've never seen it 
like this before; even during the Norton 
(murder) trial." 

During a crowded afternoon in court a 
man said to a reporter, ‘‘You should sell 
your seat to one of the spectators. You 
could get ten for it. Some of those peo- 
ple have been here 7 hours, waiting." 

One trial attorney was often absent 
during the trial, someone said “He got 
out on his motorcycle and forgot about 
the trial." 


An Indianapolis TV newsman asked of 
anyone “Say who's this Michael Wright 
fellow they keep talking about." Later he 
asked "How many people do you think 
they'll pick for a jury?" 


She tells how she identified the photo of 
Stonebraker, ‘I just wanted to spit on it.” 
She wipes her nose and eyes. She seems 
near to breaking. 

"Take anything you want, ‘do anything, 
just leave us alone," she told the three in- 
truders. Someone began searching the 
house, she could hear crashing and break- 
ing. 

Gregory asked her, “Is Raymond in the 
house?" "No, | hoped he wouldn't come 
home, now." She was threatened if she 
didn't tell the truth about the amount of 
money they had or who was in the house, 
they would be killed. 

"Then | heard someone new come in. He 
had a commanding voice." He came up to 
her and put a pistol to her head and asked 
about guns in the house. She describes the 
fourth person. Hanner asked her, “Is that 


(Continued on page 12) 


the leader, when they went on these little 
raids of theirs, they called him the com- 
mander. Roger kept these guys scared 
of him. He’s bragged for years about kill- 
ing guys that crossed him.” 

Tension was great and whenever a 
loud noise was heard outside the 
courtroom, the police officers present 
started to reach for their guns. 

“You know that guy that Roger always 
bought dope from. He lives outside West 
Terre Haute. Been dealing for years. 
Don't know why he's never been 
busted," an officer said. 

The day before Mrs. Betty Jane 
Spencer was to testify she was brought 
to a small room just off the courtroom. 
Through an open door she saw 
Drollinger and became very upset. “We 
had a hard time calming her down." 

During Mrs. Spencer's testimony one 
said "That was the most devastating 
testimony l've ever heard. Roger's gone, 
no way they can recover from that." 
Later "She (Mrs. Spencer) had 4 women 
and one man on the jury crying. Sgt. 
Lloyd Heck had heard her story several 
times, but when she told it today he had 
to get up and leave the room. It was that 
emotional. You should have seen the 
spectators, she had half of them crying 
when she pointed out Roger as the one. 
Above the table he was so cool, under 
the table his foot started to tap. To have 
your client, a defendant, pointed out like 
that in court as a murderer, is an at- 
torney's nightmare. Ford and Conway 
will remember this the rest of their lives.” 

"Roger is a very convincing liar. He'll 
take the stand. You should have heard 
him in that drug trial. He had part of the 
jury believing him, but he talked too long 
and they saw it was all a con. | hope he 
does that, here.” 

"You don't want to miss the day he 
testifies. It'll really be something. You 
don't want to miss what Hanner will do 
to him either.” 
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By RAY CRONIN JR. 
Star State Editor 
David Wayne Smith, 18, Wingate, the 


* second of four Montgomery County men 


charged with the shotgun murder of four 
Hollandsburg brothers Feb. 12, is sched- 
uled to stand trial next week in Jasper 
Circuit Court in Rensselaer. 

Jury selection is to begin at 9 a.m. 
Monday, with Jasper Circuit Court 
Judge Michael Kanne presiding over the 
proceedings. 

The court was the recipient Thursday 
of a motion from Smith's court-ap- 
pointed defense attorney that the jury 
for the trial be sequestered. The judge, 
at a conference until Friday afternoon, 
is not expected to rule on the motion 
from Smith's attorney, John Capper. 
Crawfordsville, until Monday or perhaps 
until the jury is seated. 

A panel of 115 prospective jurors will 
be brought to the courthouse in 
Rensselaer in three groups Monday. 


u T" Fg) 


| 
Raw RU 


E third : an to be VS anei at 9 a.m. 
Monday, another third of them Monday 
afternoon and the remainder Tuesday 
morning. Judge Kanne will do the ques- 
tioning of each prospective juror. The 
defense and the prosecution will be 
allowed 20 peremptory challenges each. 
Capper and Edward P. Dumas of 
Rensselaer will handle the defense and 
the prosecution will be in the hands of 
Parke County prosecuting attorney 
Clelland Hanner; John Dowd, Parke 
deputy prosecutor. and E. Duane Daugh- 
terty, deputy prosecutor for Jasper 
County. 

Hanner already has one conviction in 
the case, that of Roger Clay Drollinger, 
24, Waynetown. Drollinger was found 
guilty in Blackford Circuit Court last 
week of four counts of first degree 
murder and is scheduled to be sentenced 
Oct. 17. Drollinger is alleged to be the 
ring-leader of a gang of four Montgom- 
ery County men who broke into the home 


of Keith and Betty Spencer early on the 
morning of St. Valentine's Day. 

The four are accused of murdering 
Ralph, Reeve and Raymond Spencer, all 
teen-agers, and their stepbrother, 
Gregory Brooks, 22. Mrs. Spencer sur- 
vived the shooting by playing dead and 
identified Drollinger at his trial as one 
of the intruders. Also accused are 
Michael Wright, 22, Crawfordsville, and 
Daniel Stonebraker, 21, Darlington. 
They are scheduled to go on trial later 
this year. 

Judge Kanne has indicated by-his 
instructions to attorneys thus far he will 
be a different kind of judge that Black- 
ford Circuit Court Judge Bruce Bade, 
who presided over the Drollinger trial. 
Kanne will allow no electronic equip- 
ment in the courtroom in Rensselaer, 
which has but 75 seats. Tape recorders 
and a public address system were al- 
lowed by Bade in Hartford City, where 
120 seats were available. 


Be Selected |. 


Having presided in Jasper um 
Court since 1972, the young Judge | 
Kanne, 38, has said he intends to cooper- 
ate with the press in this case and will 
allow the press adequate seats to ob- 
serve and report the proceedings. 

Hanner expressed some concern over | 
Kanne's handling of the matter to date, 
but said about the upcoming trial, "I 
guess we're going to battle, starting | 
Monday.” Hanner said he has not seen a 
copy of the report from the psychiatrists | 
who were ordered by Judge Kanne to | 
examine the defendant. 

Smith has entered a plea of innocent | 
by reason of insanity. 

The matter of whether Smith was| 
insane at the time of his alleged involve- 
ment will be determined by the jury in 
considering the other testimony to be 
presented. Hanner said he will have 
about 35-40 witnesses testify for the 
state against Smith. Forty-one testified 
for the prosecution against Drollinger. 

The two psychiatrists, Drs. Richard 
Raudert and David L Evans of Lafa- 
yette, are expected to be defense wit- 
nesses, but it was not known for sure 
exactly what tactics Capper would use. 
Capper told The Star he was not com- |_ 
menting on the case with the press, 
because of the lawyer-client rela- 
tionship. f 

Capper made a few appearances in 
Hartford City during the Drollinger 
trial. He was there when Hanner made 
his opening remarks. Smith also was 
there as a prosecution witness, but 


| refused to take the stand, presumably 
! invoking the right not to incriminate 


himself. Drollinger testified during his 


| trial that his younger companion Smith 


told him of his involvement in the 
murders. Drollinger said Smith told him 


—— while the two were on the run in Ken- 


; tucky. 


Wright and Stonebraker both testified 


: at the Drollinger trial that Smith took 


un Stonebraker are being held in the Clay 
_ County Jail in Brazil. 


part in the murders and Hanner said he 
has written statements to that effect 
from the two men. They are expected to 


* testify next week, as is the state's prime l 
' witness, Mrs. Spencer. 


Meanwhile, Smith, Wright and|- 


WV, 


RENSSELAER, Ind. — The first week 


By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


in the murder trial of David Smith, 18, 


Wingate, was highlighted by. the Thurs- 
day testimony of one of his co-defen- 


dants, who said Smith eagerly partici- 


pated in the skotgun slayings of four 
Parke County brothers St. Valentine 


Day. 


The trial started last Monday in the 
Jasper Circuit Court “before Judge 


Michael Kanne. 


.Key prosecution witnesses expected 
next week are the sole survivor. oL the 
killings and another co-defendant. i=- 
+ Estimates are. that: the ` prosecution 


[4 1 
should concludé its cvm about next 
i Wednesday. 

John Capper, attorney for Smith, has 
not reported any of his strategy for 
Smith's defense. Smith, through his at- 
torney, entered a plea of not guilty by 
reason of insanity at the time of the 
murders, 

. Smith and three other Montgomery 
County young men are accused of the 
execution-style. murders of teen-aged 
brothers Ralph, Reeve and Raymond 
' Spencer and their stepbrother, Gregory 
Brooks, 22, in their rural home north of 
Hoilandsburg early Feb. 14. 
js. Also „accused of the murders have 
been-Noger . C. Droilinger, 24, Way- 


netown, Daniel Stonebraker, 21, Darl- : 


ington, and Michael Wright, 22, 
Crawfordsville. 


Drollinger was convicted of thie | 
murders by a Blackford County jury last : 


pan He is to be up for sentencing Oct. 
I 

Drollinger was portrayed by Parke 
County Prosecutor Clelland Hanner as 
the ri:gleader or boss man of the group 
of young men. 

Stonebraker and Wright both testified 
at Drollinger's trial, admitting their 
own involvements in the murders and 
telling of the others’ participation. 

Wright is scheduled for trial in the 
Daviess Circuit Court in Washington on 
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Nov. 4 and Stonebraker is scheduled for 
the Decatur Circuit Court in Greensburg 
on Dec. 5. FUEN SOS 4 
Presentation of the prosecution’ s case 
‘got under way in the Smith trial do 
aíternoon. . EMAL p qan 
Hanner is presenting much the-same 
case for Smith as he did for the Droll- 


inger trial. Early witnesses followed the. 


chronological order of events after the 
murders, .starting with.a neighbor to 


may testify 


whose home Betty Jane Spencer, mother | 


of Brooks and stepmother of the Spencer 
boys, went after escaping death. by 
playing dead when shots were fired at 
her. He was fellowed by several police 
officers who investigated the murders. 


Thursday, Stonebraker was put on the 
stand. He told the jury he had ‘been 
hesitant about the murdering anybody 
and said Smith, who at the time was 17, 
had encouraged him. He also said Smith 
eagerly fired repeated: enote, yim 
into the heads of the victims. ; 

.. Hanner,” in his ` opening edinin 
"Tuesday, had: said.Smith ‘had called 
Stonebraksr and Wright*‘chicken” when 
they said they. -didn’t think. they :could 
jpurder anyone. inui 16 rise s: 
^ Other: prosecution iwitnesses+ after 
‘Stonebraker . included friends: of ; the 
group of ‘accused young men,'-two.of 
‘whom testififed that they had heard 
Smith talk about murdering people. 
Capper made several motions for mis- 
trial, but Kanne „overruled ail, the, mo- 
tions, na 
1 The early days of the © solidly, 
were slowed by. several objections by 
- Kanne. - x eg 

The testimony of co-defendant Wright 

tand Mrs. "Spencer. are ¿expected next 


3 . week. 


Mrs. Spencer's testimony in the Droll- 
inger trial was listed by jury members 
as a key factor in the final guilty verdict. 

In Smith's trial, Kanne is conducting 
the proceedings somewhat differently 
than Blackford Circuit Judge. Bruce 
Bade did in Drollinger’s trial. Kanne has 

. refused to allow tape recorders into the 
courtroom. He also handled the ques- 
tioning of the prospective jurors hirnself 

 ánstead of letting the defense and prose- 

*cuting attorneys do itio hav nei 


^o e mri S. as "ul 


Vigo Courty ruou tua, 


Labs. Alas Fite 
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(Continued from page 7) 


person in the courtroom now?" Mrs. 
Spencer begins trembling and turns toward 
Drollinger. She extends her right arm, with 
the pointer. "He's over there. That's him," 
she says loud, enough everyone hears. The 
tension has turned your saliva to paste. 

She goes on, "Then Raymond came 
home, he was put down beside us." There 
was more ransacking and breaking. ‘‘Disa- 
ble this, Disable that." the commanding 
voice said. Then she heard, ‘‘Let’s get this 
cleaned up and get out of here!" They were 
dragged into a tight line near the coffee ta- 
ble. She was between Greg and Raymond. 
"| realized they weren't going to just tie us 
up and leave." 

They were questioned about gas in their 
cars, by the leader. The leader left to disa- 
ble the cars by flattening the tires with a big 
fork. The youngest intruder questioned 
them about their ages and made jokes of it. 
The leader came back inside. 

Mrs. Spencer begins crying now. Hanner 
says, “I know it'll be difficult Betty but try 
your best." 

"Then we heard clicking noises behind 
us. | knew it was guns." Outside the 
courtroom, church bells sound. She cries 
heavily, “PIL be good. It's no easier by put- 
| ting it off." She starts shaking now, badly. A 
shot was fired behind Gregory. “A piece of 
Greg's head dropped beside my face. 
"Greg wiggled and said, ‘Oh God I’m flying, 
Oh God I’m flying.’ “I felt Greg die against 
my body." There was shooting everywhere 
| now. Then | felt Raymans die on my ather < 


side.” She breaks down completely now 
and the court recesses. People on the jury 
and in the audience are crying. Everyone is 
affected by her story, her courage. The 
emotions are pulling our strength away, 
starting to drain us. 

"Lots of noise, noise, noise ... loud and 
bright." she describes the firing. "The fir- 
ing ceased, | realized | was still alive, 
strange feeling to know you're alive. | pro- 
bably don't want to remember," she says. 
She lay still, but her hands started to trem- 
ble. She heard a voice say, "Find the shells, 
there has to be eleven shells." She remem- 
bers hoping the little ones were still alive. 
"Get that second one again. That woman." 
She prayed the children were still alive and 
that Keith wouldn't find them dead. She was 
shot again and passed out. 

She came to, the T-Bird was pulling out 
of the drive. She stood up and asked, ''Is 
anybody alive?” Silence. “Then | heard that 
horrible noise, blood rushing from my boys' 
bodies. It was like a waterfall." 

The fine hairs on my back and neck are 
standing up. | feel fear. It's like being 
caught at an emotional funeral; you want to 
get it over with and leave, but can't. So un- 
comfortable, the cold sweat comes. 

She shows a scar from a wound on the 
back and it's over. Cross examination is 
mild. It fixes on her earlier statements, just 
after the attack, that she saw the fourth 
man. She is unshaken. 

in the afternoon Mike Wright testifies. His 
story basicaly confirms both Stonebraker’s 
and Mrs. Spencer's. 


Friday - Day Nine 
Today's an anti-climax. It'S over now v for | 


the prosecution. Sgt. Lloyd Heck, who has 
headed the investigation, testified to the 
overall investigation. Just before noon the 
prosecution says it has no more witnesses. 
They will wait until Monday to formally rest. 

The real climax of the trial came when 
Betty Jane Spencer pointed Drollinger out. 
All else wil! be weak compared to that. 

Underneath, she seems made of strong 
leather. She repeated an obscene human 
story, with enough personal insights about 
her children and their lives, that we became 
almost friends. Though the hurt we felt is a 
grain compared to hers, we felt. She was 
courageous, spoke honestly, with natural 
emotion and it affected us. 

An older reporter said, ''In 22 years, I've 
never heard anything like it." And | 
wouldn't want to again. 


Smith next Hollandsburg 


Ts SEP £5 i977 Community Affairs 
defe ndant set 


By COLLEEN Sime 
Tribune Staff Writer 
“One down, three to go," was the 
reaction of Keith Spencer last week 
when a Blackford Circuit Court jury 
returned a guilty verdict on the first of 
four young men to be tried for the 


shotgun slayings of his three sons and 


stepson last St. Valentine’s Day. 


Roger C. Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, 


was found guilty on four counts of first 
degree. murder Wednesday in Hartford 
City. 

His co-defendants, David Smith, 17, 
Wingate; Michael Wright, 22, 
Crawfordsville; and Daniel 
Stonebraker, 21, Darlington, are to be on 
trial through December. 

They are charged with the shotgun 
slayings of teen-aged brothers Ralph, 
Reeve and Raymond Spencer and their 
stepbrother, Gregory Brooks, 22. . 

Discussing the guilty verdict received 
on the Drollinger case, Parke County 
Prosecutor Clelland Hanner pointed out 
he had to begin immediately preparing — 


for the trial of Smith, scheduled for 


M orney for Smith, Sohn Capper 10, IV ref 
Crawfordsville, has filed a brief stating 
Smith was ‘‘of unsound mind at the time 
of the offenses charged against him 

were committed.” 

Jasper Circuit Judge Michael Kanne 
has appointed two Lafayette doctors to 
examine Smith and return their findings 
in reference to the brief at the trial. 

. Smith had earlier been determined 
mentally competent to stand trial. 

Following Smith's trial, is to be the 
trial of Wright in the Daviess Circuit 
Court in Washington, beginning Nov. 7. 

Wright, represented by Terre Haute 
attorney Stephen Trueblood, has entered 
a plea of not guilty. 

Also entering a plea of not guilty has 
been Stonebraker, whose trial is set for 
Dec. 5 in the Decatur Circuit Court in 
Greensburg. Stonebraker is represented 
by attorney Donald Gibson of 
Veedersburg. | 

Both Wright and Stonebraker testified 
in Drollinger's trial. indicating their 
wor eme nis i in the murders and eee 


i a 3, in Mapper p ie 


for. trial 


"immunity, which means their testi- 


monies cannot be used in their own = 


trials. 


Hanner had indicated earlier their | a 


testimonies from the Drollinger trial 
were not needed because he had written 
statements from both. 


The trials have been scheduled in| 


reverse order of the arrests of the 


Hollandsburg suspects. Stonebraker was | 
. arrested first on March 9 in 


Crawfordsville, with the arrest of 
Wright March 12 in Santa Clara, Calif. 


. Smith was apprehended in Lexington. 


Ky., on March 31 and Drollinger turned 


himself i in to FBI agents in Indianapolis | 


on April 11. 
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Trial procedure 


differs for Smith 


Community Affairs File 


By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


RENSSELAER, Ind. — Jury selection 
in the first degree murder trial of David 
Wayne Smith, 18, Wingate, is to begin 
Monday morning in the Jasper Circuit 
Court. 

Court officials report 118 prospective 
jurors have been called. Some of the 118, 
though, have already been excused due 
to illness or other commitments. 

Smith has been charged with the 
execution-style shotgun slayings of four 
Parke County brothers last St. 
Valentine’s Day. 

His trial is to begin 12 days after one 


_ of his co-defendants, Roger Drollinger, 


24. Waynetown, was found guilty of 
those four murders by a jury in the 
Blackford Circuit Court in Hartford 
City. 

Also charged with the murders and to 
stand trial in November and December 
are Michael Wright, 22, Crawfordsville, 
and Daniel Stonebraker, 21, Darlington. 

Wright and Stonebraker testified: for 
the prosecution in Drollinger’s trial and 
are expected to testify in Smith's trial. 

Although Smith was subpoenaed to 
testify, he refused on the advice of his 
court-appointed attorney, John Capper 
IV of Crawfordsville. 

Drollinger, Wright and Stonebraker 
ali entered pleas of not guilty to the 
charges against them, while Smith, 
through his attorney, has ciaimed he 
was “of unsound mind at the time the 
offenses charged against him were com- 
mitted.” 

When that brief was filed, Jasper 
Circuit Court Judge Michael S. Kanne 
appointed two psychiatrists to examine 
Smith and has ordered them to report 
Monday. 


Unlike Drollinger's trial in which the s 


defense and prosecuting attorneys ques- 
tioned the jurors, Kanne has indicated 
he will handle the questioning of the 
potential jurors himself. The defense 
and the prosecution will be allowed to 
submit questions they want asked; the 


. judge will decide if the questions should 


be asked and will present the questions 


. to the jurors himself. 


The defense and the prosecution will 
each have the same number of 
cna eae for jury members. 


Ts 06T 2 197 
Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner told The TRIBUNE he will be 
looking for the same type of jurors he 
sought in the Drollinger trial — ''good, 
honest people." 
Capper said he had ‘‘no comment on 


the case at the present time." He added. | 


“J think anything I might say could be 
attorney-client privilege.” 

Local counsel for the defense is to be 
Edward P. Dumas from Rensselaer and, 
for the state, E. Duane Daugherty, 
Jasper County deputy prosecutor. 

Hanner said he thinks the Smith trial 
will move more quickly than the Droll- 
inger trial, adding he hopes it can be 
completed within two weeks. The Droll- 
inger trial began on Sept. 6 with jury 
selection and ended on Sept. 21 with the 
jury's verdict. 

The prosecution plans to follow the 
same format on the presentation of its 
evidence during the Smith trial as it 


used for the Drollinger trial, according | 


to Hanner. 

Key prosecution evidence cited by 
jury members in Hartford City included 
the testimonies of the two co-defen- 
dants, who admitted their parts in the 
murders and accused Drollinger of 
being the leader, and that of Betty 


Spencer, the sole survivor of the in-| 


trusion into her family's home. 

Mrs. Spencer, 43, gave an emotional 
and graphic testimony, describing how 
her own son, Gregory Brooks, 22, and 
her three teen-aged stepsons, Ralph. 


Reeve and Raymond Spencer, were all [2 
forced to lie down on their living room| 


floor and shot in the backs of their heads 
with shotguns. She said she escaped with 
injuries by playing dead after two shots 
had been fired at her. 

Asked if he thought Smith would take 


the stand in his own defense, Hanner! 


said he feels Smith would be “in sad 
shape if he didn't," adding he feels it is 
necessary with the type of defense 
Smith is claiming. 

Hanner said he understands Kanne, 
the 38-year-old judge who has been on 
the bench since late 1972, “runs a tight 
ship" in his courtroom. 

Kanne was out of town late last week. 
but the court secretary. Betty Kosta. 


reported, unlike in the Drollinger trial,” 


Kanne will aliow no tape recording 
equipment in the 75-seat courtroom. 
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The Drollinger trial 


Guilty 

verdict 
ends 
mass 
murderer's 
trial 


By Steve Menestrina 


Monday - Day 10 >P OCT 1 1977 


Nathan Drillinger led the case for the 
defense. He testified in a clear voice, look- 
ing toward his son and occasionally toward 
the jury. 

He said that on the evening of Feb. 13 he 
saw his son at 7 p.m., before Nathan 
Drollinger left for church. He again saw his 
son at 8 a.m. the next morning. He de- 
scribed how keys were left in the Chevy 
Blazer so anyone employed at his farm 
could use the truck if needed. He said he 
had not seen any shotguns or shells in his 
son's bedroom before the crime. 

In a sharp cross examination, Nathan 
Orollinger denied telling a friend, James 
Terry, that Roger Drollinger did not get in 
until 5 or 5:30 a.m. the morning of Feb. 14th. 
When pressed by Prosecutor Clelland Han- 
ner, Nathan Droilinger said, "Don't put 
words in my mouth." He left the witness 
stand satisfied, but he did not really give 
Roger Drollinger an alibi for the night of 
Feb. 13. 

Kathy Jo Drollinger, 17, wife of the defen- 
dant, testified she was "positive," her hus- 
band was in before midnight on Feb. 13. 
She said, “His parents like him in before 
twelve." She could not give the exact time 
but did recall looking at a clock saying, 
"Both hands were before the twelve.” 

Kathy Drollinger rambled and often 
seemed unsure of herself and her 
testimony. 

On cross examination Hanner worked 
Kathy Drollinger very carefully. He drew in 
her early pregnancy, Roger Drollinger's 
prison time, and the fact that she often rede 
around with Drollinger, and fellow defen- 
dants, Stonebraker, Wright and Smith. She 
denied telling her girl friend Connie Adler 
that she did not know where Roger was on 
the night of the murders. Hanner later in- 
troduced James Terry and Connie Adler as 
impeaching witnesses to disprove Nathan 
and Kathy Orollinger's statements. 

Roger C. Drollinger testified in a soft, 
confident voice to his whereabouts the 
night of February 13 and the next morning. 
Throughout the trial Drollinger had become 
personalized as "Roger" by the prosecu- 
tion, defense and many of the witnesses. 
Damaging testimony by former friends 
Daniel Stonebraker, Michael Wright and 
the lone survivor of the massacre, Mrs. Bet- 
ty Spencer, had dehumanized him and 
made him more a presence than a man. He 
became a presence, like a cold draft in a 
warm room, as more and more allegations 
of his crimes were presented. The Roger C. 
Drollinger presence should have been big- 
ger than the six foot tall, 185 pound man 
who testified. 

As in previous trials Drollinger blamed 
his "false charges" on an incident he 
alleged happened several years ago. He 
claimed to have come upon a 
Crawfordsville policeman selling drugs. 
After this, Drollinger claimed he was forced 
into drug sales by the policeman. He further 
claimed many of his previous arrests were 
harassment by this policeman. Later, look- 
ing Straight at the jury, he asked them to 
"judge me fairly.” 

Drollinger did well in his testimony re- 
counting the night of Feb. 13. He said he 
had never been to Danville that day had 
never sawed off any shotguns, had never 
killed a dog, and certainly had never led 


i 


three men into the Spencer trailer for rob- 
bery and killing. l 

When there was a lull in his statements [i 
he gave quick sidelong looks to the jury. He i. 
seemed to be appraising what effect he had {i 
on them. Policemen speak about "a strange f 
look around the eyes" some criminals} 
have; "you can just tell it, they're not quite 
right". Roger Drollinger's face was calm, 
naturally set; his searching eyes were 
different, unnatural. 


Drollinger said he went to a meeting at 8 
p.m. with his attorney, Niles Stanton. He left 
the meeting at 10 or 10:30 p.m. Outside the 
motel he found Stonebraker, Wright, 
Rhodes and Birdsone. He said they wanted] 
him to go cruising the country side, doing 
vandalism, and pulling armed robberies. He 
and David Smith then returned home. 

Roger Drollinger explained he had fled tof 
Florida to avoid sentencing on parole viola- 
tion and drug conviction. When he learned 
of warrants charging him with murder, he 
was, “Shocked so much, | had to get 
away." While hiding out, Drollinger said 
Smith told him about the four murders and 
admitted participation in them. Defense at- 
torney Conway seemed as surprised at this] 
statement as the prosecution. He then told f 
of returning to Indiana and surrendering to 
the FBI before TV cameras. He ended with, 
"| am not guilty, | haven't rehearsed the 
testimony or nothing. I'm telling it like it is.” 

In a lengthy, tough cross examination by 
Hanner, Drollinger proved himself ‘‘court- 
wise." Questions he could have answered 
with a yes or a no were given long non- 
committal answers. Hanner challenged 
almost every statement Drollinger made. f 
After two hours Drollinger was claiming 
almost every prosecution witness, “had 
something against me" and was testifying 
incorrectly. He even claimed two state 
policemen, he'd only met once, offered him 
a special plea deal. Everyone laughed at 
this statement. 

Hanner held up the book, “In Cold 
Blood," and asked if it was DOrollinger's. "I 
never saw that book or a copy of it, in my 
life," was his answer. 

"You expect me to believe all this?” Han- 
ner asked in conclusion. 

Niles Stanton testified to his meeting with 
Drollinger. He also stated that Stonebraker 
was “stoned” everytime he saw him during 
the week before the murder. In a surprising 
statement, Stanton claimed there was 
falsification of evidence in this case, as well f 
as "vicious lies" told by a testifying FBI 
agent. 

After cross examination involving ques- 
tions on Stantons role in the TV surrender, 
the defense rested. 

In the last few days, the Drollinger famil 
and Carolyn Spencer moved close 
together. Often one sat just behind the 
other. Once, Drollinger's sister turned and 
spoke to Carolyn Spencer the mother of 
three of the slain boys. It was as if the 
families of the survivors of the tragedies 
were survivors themselves. They sheltered 
together because no outsider could feel 
and understand their position. Leaving 
Court they sometimes brushed together mo- 
mentarily, as their children did on February 
14. 

After Mrs. Betty Jane Spencer, the step- 
mother, testified, Mrs. Carolyn Spencer 
seemed to have improved emotionally. 
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"After Betty Jane testified, there was no 
doubt in my mind to Roger's guilt." It was 
as if the murders just happened for her, and 
she was just now starting to get over it. 
Later she said while waiting for the verdict, 
"| can't imagine how Betty Jane would feel 
if they let Roger loose." 


Tuesday - Day 11 


It was a short day of impeaching wit- 
nesses. It was ended by twelve noon. 


Wednesday - Day 12 


Prosecutors John Dowd and Clelland 
Hanner recounted the evidence and 
testimony in the case. As Dowd warmed to 
his closing arguments, he paced rapidly 
back and forth before the jury. Hanner com- 
pared: "You folks of Blackford County are 
like us folks in Parke County." When he 
had made the jury feel like “just folks" he 


Standing in the — COM" 
foreground in 
front of the 
Blackford Coun- 
ty Courthouse 
are, from left, 
John Dowd, 
assistant pros- 
ecutor-Clell 
and Hanner, 
Parke County 
prosecutor, and 
Lloyd Heck, In- 
diana State 
Police detective 
who headed the 
Hollandsburg 
murder inves- 
tigation. 


Exit Roger C. Drollinger 


By Steve Menestrina 


Just before 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 
21, Roger C. Drollinger was found guilty of 
four counts of first degree murder. He gave 
a nervous tug at his lower lip and then sat 
back calmly, as if it meant nothing. When 
he left the room only his wife Kathy, 17, 
cried. His parents were not present, his 
older sisters did not show emotion. When 
Roger Drollinger left the normal life for the 
last time, few really cared. Many who knew 
him, were glad he was finally gone. 

After his sentencing on the Oct. 17 
Drollinger should never leave prison again. 
Though eligible for clemency after 10 years 
and parole after 15 years, in reality he will 
never be released. A member of the 
prosecution team said, “As long as anyone 
from Parke County remains alive and 
remembers these murders, Roger will never 
get out." 

There is no answer as to how Drollinger 
came to be as he was. A Crawfordsville 
newspaper man, familiar with Drollinger, 
said "There's no real bottom line on Roger. 
His father backed him in anything he 
wanted to do. The ACLU encouraged his 
civil rights suits. But there must be more to 
it. It comes down to. . .he's just one mean 
bastard.” 

In high school Drollinger was often into it 
with his teachers. “He always felt someone 
had it in for him," a mand said. One teacher 
Drollinger was angry with was attacked and 
beaten on the way to school. No one was 
ever charged in this assault. His Fountain 
County coach remembers him as an 
average athlete. "But Roger was always 
messing around with the young girls." Even 
then Drollinger could “Look you in the eye 
and lie right to your face." There were 
allegations of small thefts and vandalism by 
Drollinger but nothing was ever charged 
against him. 

Once out of high school Drollinger began 
to be noticed by the local police. After 
delivering his father's grain to market, 
Drollinger took the proceeds and ran away 
to Florida with a 14-year girl. In Tennessee 
they faked death by drowning, leaving 
some of their clothes beside a lake, and 


went on to Florida. 

Then Drollinger married Roseanna, 14, 
pregnant with his daughter. They later 
divorced, and recently she petitioned the 
court for a name change for herself and her 
daughter. 

While divorced, Drollinger and Roseanna 
passed bad checks. She pleaded guilty, 
and he was acquitted. Under terms of her 
parole, she could not see either Drollinger 
or his parents. A civil rights suit was 
brought in the case, protesting the terms of 
her parole. 

His family were some of the original set- 
tlers of Montgomery County. ''He had the 
farm and could have been a rich farmer if 
he wanted to," a family friend said. The 
Drollinger farm is more than 400 acres of 
prime land. It has been in the family for 
generations. "He's not poor, there's no 
reason for him to be like he is." 

Drollinger and another man vandalized 
the local electric power station by shooting 
out windows and transformers. An officer 
involved in the case said, "I had him in my 
sights. If l'd have known how he'd turn out. 
I'd have put him away." Another law officer 
said, ‘‘I’d lay a big piece of this on Nathan, 
(the father). He never thought Roger did 
wrong." After two daughters, the Nathan 
Drollingers were very happy to have a son 
to carry on the family name. Drollinger was 
always treated special, too special many 
think. 

There are many allegations of 
Drollinger's attraction to young girls, his 
torture of dogs, his organizing sex and drug 
orgies with himself as director, and other 
crimes. 

Confessed murderer, Dan Stonebraker 
told of Drollinger organizing his group like 
an army raiding party. "Roger had a theory 
that we should start robbing places at 4 
a.m." Drollinger seemed to have every 
chance and then some, but he took the 
other way. 

"Good riddance to Roger. Now if we can 
drop a net on a few more, Crawfordsville 
will be a safe place to live," said a 
Crawfordsville policeman. 


ion 


turned and jabbed a finger at Drollinger 
saying, “You killed my friends." 

He asked the jury to place themselves on 
the floor in Mrs. Betty Spencer's position as 
he recalled her grisly testimony. Both Dowd 
and Hanner were effective. 

Up to now the defense had only protected 
Roger Drollinger's rights. There was little 
defense testimony or facts to counteract 
the prosecution. Conway came alive, giving 
a spirited closing argument for the defense. 
He agreed that Mrs. Betty Spencer's 
testimony was horrendous but told the jury 
they must separate the horror of the mur- 
ders from the possible guilt of Drollinger. 
“With all that emotion, you can't apply the 
law. Without law, you have savagery,” he 
said. Conway said, ‘‘There have been more 
miscarriages of justice, by mis-identifica- 
tion than from any other source.” He asked 
them to believe that Mrs. Betty Spencer was 
wrong in her identification of Drollinger. 
Conway's presentation was excellent. 

In closing Hanner said, "If the head of 
your son was blown off you would remem- 
ber that." 

The jury was charged by Judge Bade and 
left. They deliberated less than sixty 
minutes before finding Drollinger guilty of 
four counts of first degree murder. 

A juror said, "We discussed it, but we 
were mostly already in agreement." Only 
one secret ballot was needed for convic- 
tion. 

Drollinger was taken to Michigan City to 
begin serving time on his drug conviction. 
Drollinger's family and the Spencers left 
the court to try and resume a normal life 
after the tragedy. They were both victims 
and survivors. John Dowd said, “| don't 
want to ever see another case like this," 
and then exhaled in relief. 
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Editor’s Note: Dick Robinson, an in- 
vestigative reporter for the 
Crawfordsville Journal-Review, will 
cover the David Smith murder trial for 
The Star. Robinson, an award-winning 
writer who has covered numerous trials, 
also reported on the Roger Drollinger 
trial for The Star. Robinson has done 
extensive investigation on the 
Hollandsburg murder case. He will file 
daily reports throughout the trial. 


BY DICK ROBINSON | 
Star Correspondent | 

RENSSELAER, Ind.—Judge Michael | 
Kanne of Jasper Circuit Court went| 
through a panel of 70 persons Monday in 
selecting a jury to hear the first degree 
murder trial of David Wayne Smith. 

À panel of more than 100 persons was 
called but only 70 appeared for question- | 
ing by Judge Kanne. The jurist decided 
he would handle all the questioning of 
prospective jurors rather than allow 
attorneys for the prosecution and de- 
fense to assume the task which is nor- 
mal in circuit courts. Judge Kanne spent 
the entire day repeating the same ques- 
tions over and over to prospective 
jurors. The final jury member was 
seated about 7 p.m. Monday. 

The 18-year-old Montgomery County 
youth, who described convicted mass | 
murderer Roger Drollinger as a "friend | 
who helped”, started trial here today for 
his alleged part in the Feb. 14th shotgun 
slayings of four youths near 
Hollandsburg. 

Smith, Wingate, the youngest of four 
Montgomery County men charged with 


ago, was found guilty in four first-degree 
murder indictments in Blackford Coun- 
ty The remaining two suspects in the 
case, Michael Wright, 22, 
Crawfordsville, and Daniel Stonebraker. 
21, Darlington, will stand trial before 
the end of the year. All four suspects are 
being tried in separate counties. 

In his opening remarks Monday, 
Judge Kanne ruled on a motion filed last 
Thursday by Smith's court-appointed 
attorney, John Capper of 
Crawfordsville. The judge said even) 
though he expected the trial to last 10 to” 
12 days, he did not feel it would be 
necessary to sequester (isolate) the 
jury. The trial is expected to extend into 
the second week because of a long list of 
witnesses Capper said he is prepared to 
call. In the Drollinger trial, which was 
to have been the biggest of the four, the 
defense had only five witnesses. Capper 
has presented Judge Kanne with a list of 
60 possible witnesses. The prosecution 


< intends to call 47 persons to the witness 


stand. 

Included on Capper's list is Montgom- 
ery County Sheriff Glen Sillery, Mont- 
gomery County Prosecuting Attorney 
Harry Siamas and Crawfordsville police 
officers Chief James Hook, Capt. Carlos 
Goode and Lt. Louis Swenke. 

Smith was at Blackford County as a 
prosecution witness against Drollinger 


the murders of Raymond, Ralph and 


Reeve Spencer and their step-brother. 
Greg Brooks, is the second of four 
suspects to stand trial in connection with 
the incident. Drollinger, only 11 days 


v 


but refused to testify. He was advised by 


his attorney to stand on his Constitu- 
tional rights and remain silent. Wright 
and Stonebraker did testify as to 
Drollinger’s part in the murders. Wright 
and Stonebraker are expected to testify 
in Smith’s trial. 

Perhaps one of the biggest surprises 
at the Drollinger trial came when the 
accused testified as to Smith’s involve- 
ment in the Hollandsburg incident. 
From the time he surrendered last 
April, Drollinger contended he and 


Smith were together at the time of the | 


killings. Drollinger made no effort to 


establish alibis for the other two defen- 


dants. 

“We really didn’t expect Roger to 
send Smith down the tubes,” one police 
officer said. When Smith refused to take | 
the witness stand against Drollinger | 
many felt the two would stick to their | 
original story. However, that was not | 
the case as Drollinger implicated his 
young friend. 

Smith's trial is not expected to be as | 
spectacular, although many interesting | 
points are anticipated. The evidence 
against Drollinger was termed as ''over- 
whelming" and there was little his 


court-appointed attorney could offer in 


the way of defense. 


While the physical evidence and wit- | 
nesses in this second of four trials is | 
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expected to be the same as that offered 
in the first, the defense will take a 
different turn. Capper is offering sever- 
al arguments for his client. 

The attorney charges Smith was un- 
constitutionally deprived of his standing 
as a juvenile when he was returned to 
- Indiana from Kentucky where he was 
captured in early April. Indiana had no 
jurisdiction over Smith at the time and 
he was unlawfully taken from Kentucky, 


according to Capper. Smith was 17 years | 


- old at the time of the slayings and was 
considered a juvenile. Indiana law pro- 
vides murder is an exception to the 
juvenile classification. 

Kentucky attorney Ernesto Scorsoni. 
who was appointed to represent Smith 


aa during the extradition hearing, made 


7 several attempts to prevent Indiana 
authorities from taking custody of his 


client. Scorsoni is reported to have 
| offered to come to Indiana to assist in |- 


Smith's defense. 


Capper also is expected to argue - 


Smith was not competent at the time of 
| the killing and under the influence of 
2 Drollinger. Smith reportedly idolized 


Drollinger. Judge Kanne ruled earlier | 
Smith is sane and competent and able to ` 


assist in his own defense. Capper is 

expected to call two or three psy- 
chiatrist as defense witnesses. 

. The accused is a dropout from North 


2 X 


"Montgomery High School and was un- 


employed at the time of the killings. He 
made his home with his ‘nother and 


l step-father at Wingate. Testimony in |. 
? Drollinger's trial was Smith spent con 
| siderable time in the home of Mrs. Linda 


Claycomb at Wingate. Drollinger ad- | 


mitted he spent several weeks there last 


winter. Mrs. Claycomb provided trans- | 
portation for Drollinger's and Smith's 


flight to Florida last March. 


Judge Kanne prepared for the opening 
day of trial by posting copy of a state 
law on the courtroom door to serve as 
reminders to reporters covering the 
trial. Strict security measures were 
established inside the courthouse. The 


— jurist said he will forbid all electronic 
| equipment in the courtroom including 


tape recorders. One question Judge 
Kanne asked all prospective jurors was if 


3 they had heard taped recordings taken 
_ during the Drollinger trial. 


Parke County Prosecuting Attorney 


i Clelland Hanner is expected to make his 
opening arguments Tuesday morning. 


He is being assisted by Parke County 


' Deputy Prosecuting Attorney John | 


Dowd and Jasper County Deputy Prose- 
cuting Attorney E. Duane Daugherty. | 
Capper is being assisted by Edward 
Dumas of Rensselaer. The first witnes 
is expected to be called Tuesday after- 
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in Smith murder t 


By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

RENSSELAER, Ind. — Opening argu- 
ments for the prosecution and the de- 
fense were expected to be heard in the 
first degree murder trial of David 
Wayne Smith in the Jasper Circuit Court 
Tuesday. 

A jury of six men and six women was 
selected Monday, with three alternates 


to be chosen Tuesday morning. 


Smith, 18, Wingate, is the second of 
four Montgomery County young men 
charged with the murders of four Parke 


. County brothers to come to trial. 


Jasper Circuit Court Judge Michael 


E : Kanne Monday questioned 71 persons in 
~~ order to get the 12 jury members. 


The questioning took eight hours, with 


. the judge reading a set of 25 prepared 


..— questions to each prospective juror. The 
E: questions included some asking if the 


persons had read or heard any news 
. aecounts of the trial of Smith's co- 


§ defendant, Roger C. Drollinger, 24, Way- 


P netown. A Blackford: County jury found 


Drollinger guilty of four counts of first 


-~ degree murder on Sept. 21, following 


— about two weeks of testimony. 


The jurors for Smith's trial were 


= sworn in shortly after 7 p.m. Monday. 


Questioning for the selection of the 


< three alternates from the remaining 


| panel of 36 prosepctive jurors was still. 


under way late Tuesday morning. 
Kanne, in opening remarks. Monday. 


~ said he did not feel the jury members 


needed to be sequestered, although 
Smith's attorney, John Capper IV of 
Crawfordsville, requested it. At that 
time. the judge said he expected the 
trial to last 10 to 12 days. 

Capper has entered a plea of not guilty 
by reason of insanity at the time the 


- murders were committed for his client. 


. A list of 60 possible witnesses for the 
defense was submitted to Kanne by 


_ Capper. 


Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 


.." Hanner has indicated he has 47 possible 


-. — witnesses. 


Hanner reported to The 
TRIBUNE he intends to use much the 


. same format in the Smith trial as he 
used in the Drollinger trial. 


Considered key witnesses in the Droll- 


— inger trial were Betty Jane Spencer, the 
^ sole survivor of the murders, and the 


remaining two co-defendants, Michael 
Wright, 22, Crawfordsville, and Daniel 
Stonebraker, 21, Darlington. 

Mrs. Spencer gave an emotional ac- 
count of the intrusion into her family's 
rural Hollandsburg home on Feb. 14, 


telling of the shotgun slayings of her son, 
Gregory Brooks, 22, and her three step- 
sons, Ralph, Reeve and Raymond 
Spencer, all teen-agers. She reported 
she survived by playing dead after two 
shots had been fired at her, one which 
blew her wig off and evidently made the 
intruders believe it had been her head. 
When Mrs. Spencer gave her account of 
the murders in the Drollinger trial, 
about half of the jurors and the 
courtroom spectators were crying. 

Wright and Stonebraker both testified 
in the Drollinger trial, telling of their 
involvements in the murders and saying 
Drollinger acted as a leader in organiz- 
ing the murders. During that trial, they 
also told of Smith's participation. 

Wright has his own trial scheduled 
Nov. 4 in the DaviessCircuit Court in 
Washington, with Stonebraker's set for 
Dec. 5 in the Decatur Circuit Court in 
Greensburg. 

Although Drollinger had contended he 
and Smith had been together at the time 


‘Community Affaig File 


r tria 


of the early morning St. Valentine Day 
murders, during his testimony in his 


own trial he said Smith had later told | 


him of his involvement in the murders. 

Drollinger, who was already sched- 
uled to serve a 15-year prison sentence 
on drug charges of which he was con- 
victed the week of the murders, is to 
appear for sentencing in Blackford 
County Oct. 17. Conviction of a murder 
charge carries a mandatory life sen- 
tence. Drollinger can indicate at his 
sentencing if he wants to appeal the 
case. 

The curiosity over the Smith trial 
evidently is not as great as that in 
Drollinger’s. Only about 12 news persons 
and half that many spectators were in 
the courtroom Monday 

Depending on the time necessary to 
select the alternate jurors and for the 
presentation of opening arguments for 
the state and the defense, the state could 


begin presentation of its case Tuesday 


afternoon. 


X 


E uL AR 
uA. E 


i "AT : 


NL 
x x 


ISSN = — de Oed 2 


B+ c à 


y 
f + 
oss. 


1Stonebraker Says | 


J 4 ] 
Lac eve, TE Ey 


"^J 
y Vif í EEL tec, Lis 77 ste ^ | | 
third gun, he said, was a 12 gauge : ES . i 5 
shotgun. Drollinger, according to 


Stonebraker said he and | 


BY RICHARD E. HARNEY 
PUBLISHER 

Twenty-one year old Daniel 
Stonebraker of Darlington testi- 
fied against Roger Drollinger on 
Monday afternoon, September 12 
in Blackford Circuit Court at 
Hartford City. Drollinger is onj 
trial for four counts of first degree | 
murder in slayings of four young 
~ men of the Keith Spencer family 
at their home near Hollandsburg 
in February. Stonebraker is 
facing identical charges as one of 
four Montgomery County men 
arrested for the murders. 

Stonebraker was the first of the 
four to be arrested, confessed and 
implicated the other three. 
Besides Drollinger and Stone- 
braker also charged with the 
© slayings are Michael Wright and 

| David Smith. 

Stonebraker told a  hushed, | 
packed courtroom that Drollinger | 
had lined up the five occupants of 
the house on the floor, face down 
with their hands behind their 
backs—Greg Brooks, age 22, 
Betty Spencer, Raymond 
Spencer, age 17, Ralph Spencer, 
age 14, and Reeve Spencer, 16. 

Stonebraker said that after he, 
Wright and Smith had fired nine 
shots at the prostrate victims, 
Greg Brooks raised up slightly 
and screamed, ‘‘Don’t shoot me 
any more” and, then laid back 
down. Stonebraker said  Drol- 
linger, who had shot no one at 
that point, took Smith’s sawed off 
shotgun, lifted Brook's head by 
the hair and stuck the gun to the | 


= 


back of Brook’s head and fired the 
muzzle less than 6 inches away. 
Stonebraker testified for three 
hours about the incident. 
Stonebraker was called to the 
stand at 2:22 p.m., accompanied 
by his attorney, Don Gibson of 


»Veedersburg who sat next to his | 


cHent throughout the testimony. 
Stonebraker was wearing a 
patterned sport coat and dark 
slacks, his hair cut short and 
wearing a trimmed mustache. 
The witness said he had met 
Drollinger two years ago and they 
were ''close friends.” He said he 
had met Wright in the 7th or 8th 


| grade and had met Smith about 


two years prior to February. 
Stonebraker said that before the 
murders he saw Drollinger about 
every day. 

The incident according to 
Stonebraker, began on February 
13. He said he and Wright were 
going to the Waynetown laundro- 
mat in a 1977 rented Olds Omega. 
On the way they stopped at a 
house to burglarize it. No one was 
at home and they took a 16 gauge 
autoniatic shotgun, 16 gauge 
single shot shotgun, a box of 16 


| gauge shells and a big knife. 


Stonebraker said he had stayed 
the night before with Wright, told 
the jury that on their way out of 
the house one of the guns 
accidentally went off, blowing a 
large hole in a wall. He said 
enroute to Waynetown they threw 


T the single shot weapon out of the f 
hrar window. 


Wright got to the laundromat 
between 3 and 4 p.m. and found 
Drollinger, his wife Cathy, and 
Smith there. He said they left the 
stolen gun in the car and asked 
Drollinger to come out and see it. 
Drollinger, according to Stone- 
braker, asked ‘‘if that was smart” 
and did not come out. Instead, 
Drollinger told them to put the 
gun in the Blazer which 
Drollinger was driving. Stone- 
braker said he drove the Blazer 
out of town, followed by Wright in 
the Omega and the gun and 
ammunition were transferred. 
Returning to the laundromat, 
Stonebraker said Drollinger told 
Wright to return the rented car 
"because the police are looking 
for it," and Wright did. 
Stonebraker, Drollinger, Smith 
and Mrs. Drollinger went to 
Nathan Drollinger's farm and let 
Mrs. Drollinger out of the car. 
While there Drollinger took the 
stolen weapon, a 16 gauge pump 
shotgun to the barn and sawed 
the barrel off. The three returned 
to Crawfordsville where they 
picked up Wright and then went 
to the Lew Wallace Inn. 

Later, the four left for Danville, 
Illinois, so Drollinger could see a 
friend, but they did not see him. 
Stonebraker said three shot guns 
were in the Blazer at the time, 
one a five shot automatic which 
had been stolen from the Pat 
Crisman home in Fountain 
County a few nights before by the 
quartet. The witness said all three 


barrels had been sawed off by E 
Drolinger and the remaining 2 


barrel portions were tossed out of 


the car enroute to Danville. The |f 
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Stonebraker, was armed with a 

large caliber pistol which he 

carried in a shoulder holster. 
Asked by Parke County 


Prosecutor Clelland Hanner about |” 


shells, Stonebraker said Drol- 
linger had sent him and Wright to 
buy shells earlier in Crawfords- 


ville. He said they were told to ; 
buy 12 gauge double-ought buck {f 


shot shells for the shotgun and 


some 32 or 38 hollow nosed pistol | 
shells. Drollinger gave them the L2 


money for the purchase and they 


gave all the shells to him. In E 
addition, Stonebraker said, all 


ready in Drollinger’s Blazer were 


the other 16 gauge shot gun shells f 
and added, ''there might have | 


been some 22 caliber shells lying 
around in the carpet." Stone- 
braker said ''there was always 
shells in the Blazer.’’ Stonebraker 
testified that after they didn't find 


Drollinger’s Illinois friend they | 


started back, ''with the guns 
laying all over the car.'' Asked by 
Hanner why they had the guns, 
Stonebraker said ''we had the 
guns to pull some armed 
robberies.'' 

On the way back to Crawfords- 
ville, Stonebraker said Drollinger 
said he wanted ''to stop and kill 
some people." Wright was 
''leary'' of the idea. Stonebraker 
said he didn't want to and Smith 
said he would go along with any- 
thing. E 1 Š 

Drollinger, who was driving, 


to some houses to ‘‘hit’’ but 


Stonebraker said he told him he | 
wouldn't. Ask about the purpose |)” 
of this, Stonebraker replied ‘‘no || © 
purpose, just to kill. . . for enjoy- i| 


meni. 
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stopped a few places and pointed |! 


On the way back to Crawfords- : 
ville, Stonebraker said the four 
discussed killing and the other 


! three tried to get him to agree to © 


it. Stonebraker said he asked | 
about 
Drollinger told him ''it would just 
have to be done, it don't matter. 
Just have to do it.” Stonebraker 
said Drollinger stopped the car, 
pulled off the road and shot a dog | 
with his pistol, saying "'that's 
how easy it is to kill a person.” 
Stonebraker said he still couldn't 
do it. 
According to the witness, 
Wright was dropped off in 
Crawfordsville to get the Omega 
again and the other three drove to 
the Lew Wallace Inn so Drollinger 
could talk to his attorney Nile 
Stanton about the drug trial, 
arriving there about 10 p.m. 


——7 


While Drollinger was inside the | CN 
motel, Stonebraker and Smith | 


stayed in the car and were later 


joined by Wright in the rented M. 
auto. Drollinger came out after [X 
about one-half hour Stonebraker | PA 


said. 


shotguns into the Omega with the 
ammunition, at | 
order. At this point, Stonebraker 


identified the pistol shown to him LL 


by Hanner as the one he was sure 
Drollinger carried. 


Stonebraker said that in the |” 


Omega the four tried to figure out | 


k 


killing kids and said | e 


2x 


The four then loaded the three | i 


Drollinger's | 


2 | à 
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L5. (Drollinger) got about $40. 

; i EST Bat ditus: Stonebraker said their plans 
agree. He said he tried to put a! - hindi: their were to shoot all victims and take 
handkerchief over his face as he put ce Ee D TE had their blood m us Mis 
had done in previous robberies, the guy on the couch face down. wn TR the refrigerator ; 
but Drollinger told him no one He said the two younger boys walls, Mele tae wie y ' 
would be alive to identify them. came down the hall evidently | Kelkoo ape Us Y a 

“He said Drollinger gave all of wondering about the noise, and ud No gun ad no 

> them farm work gloves, yellow in they were forced to join the line. a P this be ath TIS ft 
Er. but he thought Wright had Stonebraker said Mrs. Spencer diff een } 
his own gloves. All wore blue was'dn her kneeseand: said tty Stonebraker said Drollinger came 


vicums while Smith and Drol- a 
linger were three or four feet |; 


M 


away from the prostrate members 3 
of the Spencer family. a ee 
Stonebraker said he didn't) 7 7 
know who he shot and tharf 77 
Wright shot down the line. 
aiming at Brooks. first who was | g 
7» farthest away and then shooting [de aee 
— on down. Stonebraker said hem 
couldn't see Smith but Drollinger. 7 
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why they had the guns, 
Stonebraker said ‘‘because Roger 
wanted them there." He said 
Wright had unhooked the cable to 
the speedometer earlier and 
added that Wright had rented 
cars three times that week; 


e 


unhooking the speedometer each 
time. 

Stonebraker testified that Drol- 
linger asked him which way to go 
and he said he didn't care. 
Drollinger asked him to point and 
he said he just pointed a 
direction. Drollinger was driving 
with Stonebraker in the front 
passenger seat with Smith in the 
back behind  Drollinger and 
Wright beside Smith. Stone- 


braker said they got gas and | 


drove down Highway 47 and then 
left the Highway for back roads, 
looking at houses because 
Drollinger ‘‘still wanted to kill.” 
He said Drollinger tried to get 
him to pick out a house he liked, 
saying, “‘do you like that one” or 
"isn't that one good enough for 
you." Stonebraker said they 
drove around about an hour and 
he didn't know they had arrived 
in the Hollandsburg area and had 


jeans. Stonebraker said and he 
took his shirt off. Stonebraker 
said he had the Remington 12 
gauge automatic, Smith had the 
J.C. Penny shotgun and Wright 
had a 12 gauge shotgun. 
According to Stonebraker, 
Drollinger had all three make 
sure the safety on the weapons 
were off and started driving to the 


Smith to go in the back door and 
Wright to go in the front and 
"seek and secure." Drollinger 
said he would cut the phone wires 
and then would come in the front 
door. 

Stonebraker said the weather! 


was bad and it was icy. He said 


Drollinger stopped the car in the | 


Spencer driveway and the 
Thunderbird hid their approach. 


He said they all grabbed their 


could take anything but don't hurt 
anybody. 
Spencer to get down on the floor. 
At this point, according to Stone- 
braker, the four people were 
scattered about the living room 
floor. 


Smith told Mrs. 


He said when Drollinger came 
in he looked around and then 


dasked Mrs. Spencer where the 


house, telling them to be ready tofi money and guns were. He said 


go in. He told Stonebraker and)” 


Mrs. Spencer said there wasn’t 
much money in the house and 
“one of the kids said he had a jar 
full of pennies on top of his 
dresser." Smith took a billfold 
from the pocket of one of the 
boys. 

Wright and Drollinger went to 


| Mr. and Mrs. Spencer’s bedroom 
! and Stonebraker said he went in 
7 after the two had been there a 


long time 


rummaging through the drawers. E 


into the living room and grabbed © 
each victim, sliding them into a . 
line. Drollinger then asked which / 


car had the most gas and one said 


© "quarter full and another said 2 


to %°" Stonebraker said Drol- 
linger supposedly went to the gas 
pump but it was empty for it was 


he said directed the shooting. 
Afier thev had fired 10 shots. 


L Stonebraker said Drollinger went 


down the line kicking the victims 

in the feet and legs and then told | 
Stonebraker to shoot Mrs. 
Spencer again because she wasn't f 
dead. Stonebraker said he lifted | 


| Thunderbird. 


» (Stonebraker) if he wanted a bite. 7 said yes. Stonebraker said he 


re 


[were knives. Stonebraker and! 
and found them | ~~ Wright got a two prong fork and | 
"gave it to 


diesel fuel. He said Drollinger 
then punctured the tires on the 
Spencers’ cars, except the | 


his gun and shot but saw the shot | 7 
went into the head of the first boy | m 
(Reeve). Stonebraker was asked if 
—- everybody was dead and he said © 
Stonebraker said in the mean he didn't know, but that "gt 
time Wright had taken an apple ^. Drollinger asked if everybody . 
and was eating it and asked him was dead and he (Stonebraker) | 


Before the victims were lined thought everyone was dead but if 
up by Drollinger he had asked if^ ^ Mrs. Spencer wasn't, he "wasn't |” A 
‘there was an ice pick or T going to shoot her again.” i 
something. Mrs. Spencer saidil  prollinger then directed every- 
| there was no ice pick but there | one to pick up their shells and) 
| asked each how many shells they |* 

! had shot. Wright said one shell | 

d was missing and was told by | 


x 


fy 
* 
Li 


Drollinger and | 


He said Smith started down the || Drollinger said he would use it to | 


hallway when a guy came in the | puncture the tires. 


front door and they heard Smith LAE Drollinger, according to Stone- | 


ae braker, lined up the Omega and | 


_ Drollinger they weren't leaving | 
T until all the shells were found. | 
© Wright crawled around the floor 
and found the missing shell under 


no idea where he was. ?shotguns and took off and hef 


Stonebraker said  Drollinger pulled the handkerchief down i^ 
around his neck. He said that) — 


* ica", H 
| d drove by the Spencer house with | | Fs i ^ 
| some nice cars and said! Smith burst in the back door and) — yell "think you're smart, don't | ~ 


z "probably some wealthy people he followed while Wright went inp» YOu, coming in on us?" Smith MEM Thunderbird, heading toward the | LT the drapes. Stonebraker said 11 
| ‘road. At this point, Stonebraker | shells were picked up. Then, he 
m i i ” : L7 with the butt of his gun busted | = and Wright were — standing | : y ! 

* Ac going to kill and rob." Stone- [2 Drollinger had told them to find |. mg mol iucn Lus radio B eu together at the end of the lined up said, all four went out the back 


door. He said he got into the | 
| Thunderbird with — Drollinger 
while Wright and Smith got into | 
the Omega with Wright driving 
and they all headed to Crawfords- 
ville. 
Stonebraker said he took a 
wrist watch from one of the boys, 
he wasn't sure which, and Wright 


braker said they went down the [2 everybody and put them in the ~ 


living room with their hands! ‘victims then Drollinger joined 


"Smith at their feet. He said 
Mrs. Spencer if she had not told | SI Drollinger said something, he Ey 
T them correctly about the money | didn’t remember what, and then | 
and guns that ''if they found Lem. Drollinger nodded. 
some later, it wouldn't be very According to Stonebraker, .— 
pleasant." At that point Mrs. Wright opened up fire first. | — 
Spencer raised up almost to her Wright, he said, shot three times, | 
knees and turned to look at Smith shot three times, he shot 


equipment in the house and f 


road, but he didn't li ice | 
really notice | Stonebraker said Drollinger told | 


| the Spencer house. Then they M behind their backs and wait for) 7) 
| P went back by, noticing a yr him (Drollinger). "s 


i live there with money. We're |) the front door. He added that! t then put him on the floor. Wright, © 


Thunderbird, a Continental and The witness said that Smith fell 
another car, ''three real nice on the ice several times before | 
B cars." getting up the steps of the home, | 
>)  Hesaidatthis point Drollinger but went in first with him behind. 7 
tion M $ quit asking what house and said He said Wright was actually the 


aa "we're gonna get that house.” 


They drove back by again, then 
again, and turned off a road onto 
a lane. Drollinger, according to 
Stonebraker, said they should 
"seek and secure,” something he 


would be ''shoot or be shot.” 


à À E lined up, Stonebraker said 
had learned in the Army. dand lie down with her hands |—— $ q^ Ei A “That’s Prod they were laying 
Drollinger wanted everyone to = behind her back. Stonebraker) © 9) Ue IRAE C ji except Mrs. Spencer is gone.” 
agree to go in and told them it |) said Mrs. Spencer asked ‘‘What’s 7 | uc om Stonebraker said he and Wright | 

P ya f 


T said he could hear Wright yelling 


first one in the home, charging in 
the front door. Stonebraker said 


when Smith opened the back door € 
there was a lady at the table in the | 


kitchen and she looked up. Smith | 
told her to go to the living room 


going on, what do you want.” He 


for someone to get face down and 


pev 


"e 
nE 


Drollinger. Mrs. Spencer then | 


said there was a gun in the 
bedroom and Stonebraker said 


Drollinger told him later that he 7 


=o 


"were four to five feet from their | eae 
> tdi Tafa ny 


stole a calculator, camera, and 
either he or Smith took another | 
wrist watch. Wright also took two 
shirts. 


‘once. Then Wright fired again, 
Smith fired and then Drollinger 
grabbed Smith's gun and shot 
Brook in the head. Showed a 
picture by Hanner of the bodies 


In the Thunderbird, Stone- 
braker said Drollinger asked him 
which way to go and he told 


Drollinger he wanted to go home. | 


Drollinger asked ‘‘why, are you 
through?” Stonebraker said he 
understood ‘‘there was more to 
be done that night." The 
Thunderbird was later parked 
along side a road and all got into 
the Omega with Drollinger taking 
over the. wheel. By a police 


scanner in the car. they learned 
that there was a survivor of the 
massacre and they started 
throwing everything out of the 
car. After the stolen items were 
thrown out, they tossed out the 
shotguns and ammunition. 

Stonebraker identified the 
shotgun he had fired, presented 
to him by Hanner and Stone- 
braker said that after he fired the 
first shot, the gun jammed. But, 
he said, Drollinger came over and 
got it to working again. 

After arriving in Crawfords- 
ville. Drollinger supposedly 
stopped the car and let Wright 
take it back to the rental agency. 
Stonebraker said he, Smith and 
Drollinger started walking to the 
Lew Wallace Inn to get the 
Blazer. about four or five blocks 
away. When one-half block away, 
Drollinger told Stonebraker to go 
through an alley so they wouldn't 
be seen together. Stonebraker 
said he saw the Blazer coming out 
of the motel parking lot and he 
got his coat from it and went to a 
cousins, who was in bed, then 
went to a sister's and she was in 
bed, and then went to another 
sister's where he slept on the 
couch. He said he thought that 
Drolinger and Smith went to 
Drollinger's father's house for the 
night. 

On Tuesday after the murders, 
Stonebraker said he saw Drol- 
linger and Smith at a Crawfords- 
ville restaurant and asked them if 
they had seen the composite 
drawings being circulated and 
commented that one looked a lot 
like him. He said Drollinger and 
Smith took turns telling him a 
story of how a piece of meat had 


— MEM 


was taken off the night of the 
murders. Stonebraker didn't say 
which one the story applied to. 

On March 2, Stonebraker said 
he joined Drollinger and Smith 
plus Linda Claycomb and Mrs. 
Claycomb's youngest daughter in 
the Claycomb auto and went to 
Terre Haute. [n the meantime, 
Stonebraker said he had been 
questioned about the murders by 
the police. Stonebraker said he 
understood the other four were 
going to Florida. 

At this point Judge Bruce Bade 
adjourned the court until Tues- 
day. 

On Tuesday Stonebraker took 
the stand again. He said 
Drollinger gave him $20 in Terre 
Haute and dropped him off at the 
Mid-Town Motel. There he was to 
pick up some dope although 
Drollinger made the actual trans- 
action. He said he didn't go to 
Florida because he ''didn't feel 
like running." He said that 
someone told his family where he 
was and they came to get him. 
Stonebraker said he took the dope 
home. 

When police picked him up for 
questioning a second time, on 
March 8, Stonebraker said he 
confessed to the Indiana State 
Police and then on March 9 gave a 
second statement in Rockville to 
Indiana State Police. 

Asked by Hanner if he had 
quite a bit of time to think about 
the murders Stonebraker said 
yes. Asked if he had thought of 
details he had not originally told 
the police, he also said yes. 

Stonebraker testified that two 
or three months before the 
murders, he had watched the 
show ‘‘Helter  Skelter" on 
television with Drollinger at 
Drollinger's father's home. It was 
asked by Hanner if he was a 
"member of the family,’’ but the 
defense objected to the question 
and Judge Bade sustained the 
question. 

Stonebraker said  Drollinger 
had kept two of the shot guns 
used in the murders under the 
baby bed at home, covered with a 
blanket, the 2-12 gauge shot 


Stonebraker said, under ques- 
tioning, that when they left the 
Spencer home the plan was to 
burn it, but somehow that plan 
didn't materialize. He said he 
didn't know why they didn't write 
**Helter Skelter’ on the walls as 
planned. 


When Hanner asked why 
Stonebraker was appearing in 
court. Stonebraker said  ''l 
couldn't live with the deaths of 
those four people. . . 1 wanted to 
be caught. I didn't turn myself 
in. . .but | wanted them to catch 
who done it—which was us. They 
got the right people. I wanted to 
see justice brought forth for the 
deaths of those people. . .Í expect 
to pav my debts. 

Stonebraker said on Tuesday 
that his shotgun was loaded when 
he received it with Super X shells, 
double-ought, and it held five 
shells. He said the shotguns that 
Drollinger kept were always 
loaded. 

The prosecution then ended its 
questioning and it was the turn of 
rhe defense lawyers. 

Michael Conway, chief defense 
counsel took over the questioning 
of Stonebraker. He first asked if 
the prosecution had made him an 
offer to testify. Stonebraker said 
there had been "''talk of an 
offer’’—one first degree murder 
charge which carries life, a 
second degree murder charge 
which also carries life and two 
15-25 year sentenccs. 

Asked if he had pleaded not 
guilty for the purpose of his own 
trial, Stonebraker said yes. Asked 
if that plea would now remain the 
same, Stonebraker said yes. 
Stonebraker was also asked about 
an oral “use immunity,” 
agreement made in the judges 
chambers before he testified. It 
was revealed that a 
immunity” agreement had been 
given which provides that 
anything Stonebraker said during 
the Drollinger trial would not be 
used against him at his own trial. 

Asked if he was a good friend of 
Drollinger, Stonebraker said ‘‘we 
were partners." Asked in what, 


"use of| 


+ 


Conway continued to reveai 
previous testimony, that basically 
was unable to shake him from his 
original story. | 

Talking about Drollinger saying f 
they should stop and kill some f 
people. Conway asked Stone- 
braker ''like you were talking 
about a baseball game." Stone- 
braker said yes. Later Conway 
asked why Drollinger was talking 
about killing people and Stone- 
braker said ''to have something to 
do." Conway said ''like playing 
cards?'' Stonebraker said yes. 

Under questioning Stonebraker 
said he didn't want to go along 
with the plan because *''killing 
people wasn't normal," to which 
Conway said ''with that I'll agree 
with you.” 

Conway questioned Stone- 
braker severely about why he 
never got out of the car if he 
didn’t want to kill people. Stone- 
braker kept saying he never 
thought about it and indicated if 
he didn't he would have been! 
killed. UM 

Under cross examination 
Stonebraker continually said the 
murder plan was Drollinger's 
idea that Smith was ''game,"' that 
Wright was hesitant at first but 
later was ready, while he (Stone- 
braker) steadfastly did not want 
to do it. 

At one point Conway asked 
*'Drollinger was the leader, were 
you the number two man?” Said 
Stonebraker, ‘‘we didn't have 
rank." Asked why he would not 
go home rather than ride around 
in a car with guys who were going 
to kill somebody, Stonebraker 
said he thought that as long as he 
was with them they wouldn't do 
It. 


In the car Stonebraker quoted | 


Wright as saying ''If we're going 
to do it, let's do it." Commented 
Conway, ''so you could get it over 
with and go about your regular 
business?” 

Stonebraker continued to main- 
tain it was a ''shoot or be shot"' 
proposition and he could not be 
shaken from that story. 

In reconstructing the crime. 
Stonebraker said that in the car at 
the Spencer home Drollinger said 
“let's go.'' but everybody just sat 


took his shirt 


everybody to get out. Conway 
asked why Stonebraker went with 
the others if he was against the 
plan and Stonebraker said ''l 
didn't feel like getting shot at the 


| 


sume. 


Conway continued 1o grill 


‘Stonebraker about why he went 


along with the others, if anyone 
had a gun on him, and did he 
have a gun. 

Questioned about his ap- 
pearance that night. Stonebraker 
said his hair was longer then asf 
was his mustache, he wore blue f 
jeans. boots. and a handkerchief © 
around his neck. Asked why he. 
off. Stonebraker 
said he knew it was going to be 
messy and he didn't want to get 
blood on it. Asked why he wanted 
everyone to wear masks, Stone- 
braker said it was because that 
they wouldn't have to kill them. 

“Whai were you thinking?" f 
Conway asked. Stonebraker an- 
swered `I was so scared I wasn't 
thinking. I don't think IT was 
thinking." Asked later what he 
thought when the first shot was 
fired. Stonebraker said he felt like 
killing Roger. He added an 
answer to a question that he was 
not on any tvpe of drugs that 
night and it was "'kill or be 
killed." 

Conway asked who Stonebraker 
shot and he said he didn't know 
the name. Conway then thrust 
8x10 color photos of each boy's 
face taken after the shooting at 
Stonebraker and asked each time 
"Was it him?'' Four times Stone- 
braker answered `I don't know | 


without knowing what position he |= 


was in." Said Conway "'No 
names. huh. just pieces of 
meat?" | 

Stonebraker said he didn't aim 
at anyone. he just shot. He said 
he didn't try to miss Mrs. Spencer 
on purpose. but just raised his 
gun and shot. 

When Conway was through. 
Hanner asked Stonebraker if he 
was afraid of Drollinger and he 
said he was. 'Did you become 
involved with this man and then 


fallen o j i i ic i 
ff & neck when a jacket guns. he said ''dealing dope. there. Drollinger then yelled for t. 
: ^ P — ] =“ » ——— ee —— "uen rmt - e^ carm "TEN — Et re. ad 
whee se - pet a d. ate we = a E — -—— aie M ee . See ae 
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Was adlrasl fee ao out ^ NETS 1 
Hanner. Stonebraker said ves. 


Stonebraker. in answer to 
question by Hanner., said the | 
shotgun blasis came rapid and 
repeatedly all in a short period ot 
ume. He added thai fire came ou 
the ends of the barrels. 

Several other witnesses took 
the stand Monday and Tuesday 
for short periods of time.. all 
adding small segments to the 
Whole story tying it together for 
the prosecution. 
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F THE DEFENSE. Conducting the defense for Drollinger at the trial 
n id l are (Left) Michael Conway of Indianapolis and (Right) David Ford 
of Hartford City. Both men are former public defenders. Conway is 
chief counsel for Drollinger, assisted by Ford. 


E ^ 
THE PROSECUTION. Members of the prosecutor; Thomas Brown, Blackford County 
prosecution staff at the Drollinger trial in Hart- Prosecutor and Lloyd Heck, Indiana State Police 
ford City are (Left to right) Clelland Hanner, detective. 
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Mrs. Spencer Says 


Drollinger Was Boss 


BY RICHARD E. HARNEY 
PUBLISHER 


Betty Jane Spencer, the only 
survivor of a massacre which 
took the lives of the four young 
men in her family, took the stand 
Thursday, September 15, in the 
murder trial of Roger Drollinger 
at Hartford City. Drollinger is 
one of four Montgomery County 
men accused of the murders of 
Ralph, Reeve and Raymond 
Spencer and Greg Brooks at their 
home near Hollandsburg on 
February 14. 

The stage for the dramatic and 
poignant testimony of the 
massacre's only survivor was set 
when Parke County Prosecutor 
Clelland Hanner began by asking 
routine questions he had asked of 
every other witness. After giving 
her name, residence and oc- 
cupation, Mrs. Spencer was 
asked ‘Do you have any 
children?" She asked “Do you 
mean now?" 

Mrs. Spencer entered the 
packed courtroom of Blackford 
Circuit Court at 9:43 a.m., ac- 
companied by Dr. Reeve B. 
Peare of Huntington, her doctor. 
Reeve Spencer was named for 
Dr. Peare. 

Mrs. Spencer told the court- 
room that her husband Keith 
was due at work at an In- 
dianapoiis television station at 1 
a.m. and had left the night of 
February 13 at about ten minutes 
until midnight. She was home 

with Ralph and Reeve Spencer, 


Kn 
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bedroom closet. She said she kept 

! getting her directions mixed up 
and the man got angry. Mrs. 
Spencer said she told him, ''Sir, if 
you want to keep that gun to my 
head and march me down the hall 
I'll show you where the gun is." 
She said he stood up and asked if 
ther were any handguns in the 
hous.. Mrs. Spencer stated that 
the man said “If we find any 
you're going to be dead." At this 
point, Ralph said he had a pellet 
gun, that it was not a real gun, 
but looked like a real gun. 

The newcomer then stepped 
back and Mrs. Spencer said she 
turned her head and looked up 
and saw him. Asked by Hanner if 
that man was in the courtroom, 
Mrs. Spencer sighed deeply, 
turned as if in slow mouon, and 
Stared at and then pointed to 
Roger Drollinger at the defense 
table. She said ''That man 
there!” It was the first time since 
entering the courtroom she had 
looked at Drollinger. 

Returning to her story, Mrs. 
Spencer said she heard a scuf- 
fling at the front door and knew 
Raymond had come home. She 
said she called “Raymond are 
you home?", but there was no 
answer. She asked “Raymond is 
that you?", and then heard him 


say "Yes, I'm here." 


She told the jury that she heard 
more rummaging in the house 
and Drollinger kept saying 
“Disable this” or “Disable that" 
and the command would be 
followed by the sound of 
something breaking, which in one 
instance was some equipment for 
the Spencer's new radio station. | 
Drollinger, she said, asked if they 


marriage, and her son, by a 
previous marriage, Greg Brooks. 
Raymond Spencer was working 
at the Raccoon Lake Restaurant 
and was due home about mid- 
night. 

At the house was a 1971 
Mustang, a 1965 Cadillac, a 1971 
Thunderbird, and a 1971 Lincoln 
Continental. Raymond had 
driven to work in a 1973 Thun- 
derbird. 

She said she was sitting in the 
kitchen with Greg and Ralph and 
they were teasing Ralph about 
Valentine's Day which was the 
next day. She said Ralph had told 
them he had so many girlfriends 
that he was not going to send any 
valentines so he wouldn't forget 
anyone and make them mad. 
Later, Ralph and Reeve went to 
the bedroom for the night and 
Greg laid down on the living room 
couch to watch television. She 
stayed in the kitchen to make up 
a list of chores she wanted to get 
done, facing south, toward the 
front door. 

Mrs. Spencer said she heard 
the sound of rushing feet and a 
"bang" on the back door. She 
said she thought Keith had 
forgotten something and had 
returned home. She said she 
looked up and in the front door 
came a man with a shotgun, a 
man she later identified as 
Michael Wright. She said he 
turned toward Greg and said '*On 
the floor buddy, face down, hands 
behind your back." Greg rolled 
off of the couch onto the floor, but 
she said she was stunned and 


Then she said two men came in 
the backdoor, later identified as 
David Smith and Daniel 
Stonebraker. She said Smith 
pointed a shotgun at her and told 
her to get on the floor, face down, 
hands behind her back. She said 
then she realized it was no joke 
but it “was for real." She told the 
courtroom that she got up, and 
took a few steps toward the living 
room and was again told to get 
down on the floor, face down, 
hands behind her back. The five 
foot petite Mrs. Spencer said she 
got down and tried to scoot or 
crawl into the living room to get 
to Greg. She was put down about 


16 inches from Greg. All this time 
Wright kept his gun pointed at 
Greg while Smith kept his aimed 
at her. 

She said one of the men went 
into the bedroom and brought 
Ralph out and he “was whim- 
pering". She said he was in his 
underwear and was put down 
about two feet from her. Then 
Reeve was brought out. Reeve, 
said Mrs. Spencer, was always 
the quick acting one of the family 
and that if anything could be done 
she knew he would indicate to her 
what to do. But she said Reeve 
walked in “real straight" and 
looked at her and shrugged his 
shoulders and “then laid down 
like he was told to.” 


Stonebraker, she said, was 
standing in front of the television 
set and she told him ''You can 
have anything you want, we'll do 
anything you want. Just tell us 
what you want us to do.” She said 
Stoneb;aker's reply was ''Shut up 
and put your head down." 

She said she heard rummaging 
in the back of the house and of 
things being broken. Then 
someone came down the hall and 
asked ‘‘Where’s your daughter," 
apparently because they had 
seen a large photograph of 
Dianne Spencer in the living 
room. They were told that the girl 
was not there, was at Purdue and 
was not expected home. 

Someone asked if this was all of 
the family. Mrs. Spencer told 
them it was and was then told “If 
anyone drives up in that 
driveway, they're dead." She 
said sne knew Raymond was due 
home any time and Greg then 
spoke up and said ‘‘Mother, is 
Raymond home ..yet?" -Mrs: 
Spencer replied, “No I guess he 
isn't." Asked when Raymond 
would be home, Mrs. Spencer told 
the men that he worked 
irregularly and she didn't know 
when he would arrive. 

She said there was more sounds 
of rummaging and someone 
asked about any money in the 
house. She asked them if they had 
found her purse, was told yes, 
asked if they had found $30 in it 
and was told yes. Then a man, 
whom she thought was Wright, 
took Greg's billfold from his back 


dollars, is that all you got?" Greg 
replied Sorry buddy, that's all 
there is." Greg then told them 
there was a tequila bottle in the 


bedroom with pennies in it and to ; 


go get it. 

Stonebraker then said “We had 
better not find any more money 
or you're all dead." Mrs. Spencer 
told'him that she had just taken a 
penney out of the clothes washer 
and it was on the kitchen counter. 
Stonebraker said ‘I’m not 
talking about pennies!” Mrs. 
Spencer said she told him she just 
didn’t want them to find any 
money they hadn’t told them 
about. 

Then, Mrs. Spencer related, 
some of the lights were turned 
off. She said the kitchen light was 
left on and it, plus illumination 
from the outside security light 
coming in the windows and the 
television set which had been left 
on, enabled her still to see 
clearly. The front door opened 
and a fourth person entered, ‘‘one 
with a very commanding, 
authoritative voice." She said the 
new ''intruder" came to her her, 
on her left side and she felt a band 
gun put to her head. She said she 
knew it was a handgun because 
she could feel the person's hand 
and arm next to her head, it was 
not a shotgun. 


The latecomer asked if there 
were any guns in the house and 
she told him she couldn't think of 
any. Then she remembered a 
rifle they had and tried to 
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had CB equipment and Greg said © 


there was a CB radio in the 
Lincoln. Asked if they had a base 
station, Greg said they did not. 

Continuing her story, Mrs. 
Spencer said ''About that time, | 


and this is going to be the hardest 1 


part", Drollinger said to the! 
others "let's get this cleaned up 
and get out of here." She said | 
someone told Greg to get over by 
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the coffee table and he started to 
crawl there from the couch. The 
person kicked him and Greg said 
“Tm going." He was made to lie 
down with his head right by the 
coffee table. Then Mrs. Spencer 
said she was told to get over next 
to Greg. She said she stood up and 

| walked over. “I don't know why,” 
she said, “But I looked out the 
window and saw Raymond’s 
Thunderbird parked in the 
driveway and I took off my 
glasses and laid them on the 
coffee table." She said she got 
face down on the carpet, her 
hands behind her back, as close 
to Greg as she could get. 
Raymond was then brought over 
and laid down. She said she 
looked each way at the two boys 
and they were lying shoulder to 
shoulder. She said the other two 
boys were brought over, but she 
didn't know which was placed 
next to Raymond. 

Mrs. Spencer said “I realized 
then they weren't going to just tie 
us up. I had thought all along they 
were going to rob us, tie us up and 
go away. 

Someone, from the kitchen, 
asked if there was an ice pick in 
the house. Mrs. Spencer said she 
didn't think so and was told “If 
we find one you're dead." She 
told the person that if there was 
an ice pick it would be in a 
drawer by the sink and then she 
heard someone rummaging in the 
drawer. 

She told the courtroom that | 


someone then became concerned 


about the cars and started asking | 
about them. She said when 
Drollinger came in he had said | 
“There are five cars out there" 
(Raymond had not yet come 


home in the second Thunderbird 


the family owned) and asked who 
they all belonged to. She said he 
seemed confused about why there 
were more cars than people in the 
house. 

Someone, she said, asked who 
owned the Lincoln and Greg said 
it was his ^ut it didn't have much! 
gasoline in it. "le was asked if the! 
keys were in it. Mrs. Spencer said | 
the family members usually did! 
leave the keys in the cars because 
they had to be moved sometime _ 
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because of limited parking area. 
She added that they also left the 
doors unlocked because ''we 
never thought we had anything to 
be afraid of." Greg told the 
questioner that the keys were 
probably in his car, but if they 
weren't, they were in his green 
jacket in the utility room. 

Mrs. Spencer said she looked 
around and saw one of the in- 
truders, she thought it was 
Wright, at the kitchen door with 
Greg's jacket. She said he found 
the keys in the jacket and was 
told by Greg which key was 
which, adding again that there 
was not any gas in the car. 


She said Drollinger asked from 
the dinette area where he was 
standing, if there was any 
gasoline at the home and 
Raymond said no. Raymond was 
asked if he was sure, to which he 
said that he was. Then the 
question was asked, which car 
had the most gas and Raymond 
said ‘‘I suppose the one I drove, 
the Thunderbird closest to the 
house.” 

At this point, Mrs. Spencer 
broke down, saying ‘‘I don't know 
if I can go ahead with the rest of 
that." Hanner then broke up the 
tension of the moment by asking 
a few more questions about cars. 
Mrs. Spencer then continued her 
story. 

She said one of the four in- 
truders began walking down the 
line of prostrate people, starting 


~ with Ralph, and saying ‘‘How old 


are you son.” Ralph said 14. The 
question brought a 
response of ''16" from Reeve and 
“18” from Raymond. She said 
Raymond would not be 18 until 
two days later but he said he was 
18. The person asked how old she 
was and they all laughed “‘like it 
was real funny" and she said 44. 
Asked ''How old are you son?" 
of Greg, he said he was 22. 
Then came the story of a few 
seconds of absolute horror in that 
home near Hollandsburg. ''What 


, 


happened next Betty", said 
Hanner, “I know it's going to be 
difficult but do your best." 

Then she paused and asked for 
a glass of water. After drinking 
it, she sighed, then told the 
hushed courtroom, “This is not 
going to be any easier by putting 
it off so I'll try to go on." 

She said ‘‘Next thing there was 
some clicking noises behind us. 
Suddenly there was a shot fired, 
from behind Greg, at his feet. 
And a piece of Greg’s head fell 
right beside my-face. I turned my 
head to him and he was wiggling 
and everything was real quiet in 
the room. He was moving around 
and he said something, ‘I don't 
know what, and then he said ‘God 
I'm flying, oh God I'm flying' and 
then somebody shot him again 
and I felt him die against my 
body. And then they started 
shooting everywhere, just 
everywhere, and I felt them hit 
my back - I think I was hit twice 
in the back, but there was so 
much shooting, I don't know. And 
I felt Raymond die on my other 
side.” 

At this point Mrs. Spencer 
broke down completely and was 
unable to continue. Court was 
recessed while she was taken 
from the room. In ten minutes 
she was back to continue the 
story of that horrible night, 


saying "The shots came behind f 
— us, just seemed like they were © 
| coming from everywhere.” 


She said she had no idea how 
long the firing lasted '"There was 
just lots of noise, noise, noise. It 
was loud and it was bright." 
She then said that since the in- 
cident her hearing has been 
impaired. 

Continuing, Mrs. Spencer said 
“The firing ceased and I realized 
I was still alive. It was a strange 
feeling to know I was still alive. 
And I laid real, real still, didn't 
move and then someone, 
somebody kicked my foot. I 
thought my foot went limp, but it 
was then I started trembling. My 
hands started trembling and I 
tried to keep them from it’ but 
they wouldn't stop. They were 
behind me, clasped.” 


| children of Keith by a previous | ^ couldn't say or do anything and pocket, looked in it and said "Six | describe where it was in a back.. 
dii d thought perhaps it was a joke. " í A er, 
|, cesis uev alli i CNRC Rt so Zr ait ilm ae uei a e Regn te fH rope tte M jo T AT iit e hte RED alme! arta 


“I heard this conversation 


about ‘get the shells,’ using words 
I prefer not to use. "There has to 
be 11 shells, there has to be 11 
shells, get em all, get em all, find 
em all, very frantic about find- 
ing all the shells. I don't know 
who said this, 1 was still laying 
there kind of amazed that I was 
still breathing and didn't know 
how long I would be breathing. 
Didn't know about the other two 
little boys, Reeve and Ralph . . 
and I was laying there hoping, 
because I was,süll alive they 
were too. I kne% Greg was gone 
and I knew Rayn. ` was gone, 
but I didn’t know about the babies 
. . they wouldn't lire it if I called 
them babies but they were al - 
our babies . . .I loved thc 
“Anyway, somewhere around 
this time I heard one of them say 


‘Get that second one again’ and A 
someone else asked ‘Which one?’ | 
And I had just been praying and © 


raying, you know, God would 
iy our children and I don't 
know, I thought I had lived and 


now they're going to get me | 
again, because they said 'get that | 


second one again' and somebody 
said "Which one' and they said 
"That woman'. And I thought, 
here we go again. L^ 
“I just prayed, don't let Keith 
find us, cause I knew he would be 
the first person home, the first 
person in the house. I didn't want 
him to walk in and find us that 
way, all dead. And that's one 
prayer God did answer. He an- 
swers them all I guess, but he 
didn't save . . .our boys didn't live 
anyway. 
m re shot me . . .again. This 
time it came from the side. It hit 
my arm. It came across my head 
and I had a wig on and I felt my 
wig go off my head and I quite 
frankly don't know if I passed 
out, whether I was stunned, or 
whether I was totally conscious, 
for from then on, for a little while, 
I dont remember what hap- 
pened. I really don't know if I was 
conscious or not. There's sort of a 
blank spot right there, I don't 
remember. 
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“The next thing I remember is 
I raised up. I think I heard two 
cars start up outside. I raised my 
head up, first I wiggled my feet 
and they moved, they really 
moved. I raised up and I looked 
out the window and the. Thun- 
derbird was right beside the 
road, the '73 Thunderbird, and it 
took off real fast down the road. 

"And I looked around at the 
boys and I said 'Is anybody 
alive?’ And nobody answered. 
And I heard this horrible noise 
and I realized it was the blood 
rushing from our boys. It’s a 
horrible sound. I don't know how 
to describe it other than . .maybe 
almost like a waterfall or 
something like that. I got up and 
knew I had to get help." 

Mrs. Spencer told the court- 
room that she knew the phones 
had been torn up and knew she 
was bleeding. She said the lights 
were all out, but she could see by 
the security light and went to the 
bathroom. She said she got a 
towel and put it around her head 
because she was afraid that she 
looked so bad she would cause 
someone to pass and ‘‘Then they 
couldn't help me." 


She said she grabbed Greg's 
heavy coat and put on her boots. 
The backdoor was open and she 
ran to the woods, down a hill and 
across a creek because she didn't 
know where the ‘‘intruders’’ 
were. She said she ran to the 
Escue residence and asked Mr. 
Escue to please help her and call 
the sheriff. 

Stumbling at some parts of her 
story, Mrs. Spencer had said “I 
probably don’t want to 


Mrs. Spencer then took off her " 


jacket, at the request of Hanner, 
and by wearing a halter top, 
showed the shotgun wounds she 
had sustained. The arm wound 
had practically healed, but when 
she turned, the outline of redness 
showed where the shotgun blast 
had'hit her back. She said she 
does not have the full use of her 
left arm, the one hit in the blast. 

She then identified items from 
the house, taken by the mur- 
derers — a polaroid camera, a 
calculator, Ralph's shirt, Ralph's 
watch, her wig, the sweater she 
wore that night and a broken 
tequila bottle which she said had 
once held Ralph's collected 
change. 

Drollinger's attorney, Michael 
Conway of Indianapolis, was 
gentle and not prodding or 
pushing of Mrs. Spencer as he 
had been with witnesses up until 
this time. He asked her who told 
her to get down, who asked about 
her purse, who made threats 
about killing her. Each time she 
answered ‘‘Stonebraker.’’ Ap- 
parently the lawyer was trying to 
get rid of the ‘‘boss man” image 
Hanner had pinned on Drollinger 
the day the actual trial opened. 
Conway also asked where Mrs. 
Spencer had learned the names of 
the defendants and she said from 
newspapers and television 
reports as they were arrested. 
She also said she had read a great 
deal in the papers about 
Drollinger. 

Conway then confirmed that 
Mrs. Spencer had made three 
statements. He said in the first 


she said she didn't see the fourth 
man and in the second said she 


When Hanner took over again, 
Mrs. Spencer testified that she 
had given the first two 
statements in the hospital and 
was under sedation and that since 
her release she had recon- 
structed the incident many times 
and more details came back to 
her as time passed. 

Mrs. Spencer said she kept 
thinking one of the four wore 
glasses and she just couldn't put 
all the faces together right. 

Asked Hanner, "Is there any 
question in your mind that this 
defendant (Drollinger) was in 
your house that night?" Mrs. 
Spencer said, firmly, “No.” 

Conway asked her how long the 
incident took and Mrs. Spencer 
said she didn't know, but “It 
seemed like forever." Asked how 
long she had supposedly looked 
directly at Drollinger, she said 
she didn't know, but was trying 
hard to look at all their faces, 
indicating so she would 
remember. 

The impact of Mrs. Spencer’s 
testimony was evident the next 
morning. Drollinger was brought 
to the courthouse around 7:30 
p.m. His immediate guards 
carried shotguns for the first 
time and at each corner of the 
courthouse, on the side of the 
door where Drollinger normally 
enters, were other guards, also 
armed with shotguns. 
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ACCOMPLICE TESTIFIES. Daniel Stonebraker trial. Stonebraker said Roger Droliinger plannea 
(Center) is escorted to court by Bryon Thrasher the Hollandsburg murders and told him and the 
(Left) and Bill Nave, Indiana State Police Other two men charged with the crime that it was 
detectives, for his testimony at the Drollinger 2 “shoot or be shot" situation. 


e 


N 


ONLY SURVIVOR. Mrs. Betty Jane Spencer accompanying Mrs. Spencer to the courthouse at %, 
gave an account of the Hollandsburg murders to Hartford City are (Left to right) Keith Spencer, 

the Drollinger trial jury last Thursday. She was her husband; Dr. Reeve Peare, her doctor; and 

the only survivor of the massacre which took the State Police detective Byron Thrasher. 

lives of the four young men of her family. Shown 
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MADE TO 


KILL? Michael Wright (Center) 
arrived at the Drollinger trial accompanied by 
Indiana State Police detectives Jerry VanMeter 


(Left) and Bill Nave. Wright told the jury that 
Drollinger pulled a gun on him at the Spencer 


According to Wright, the four 
drove past the Spencer house 


several times, talking 
| robbery and getting some money. 


A He said they pulled into a lane 


and put on gloves, getting their 
guns ready and preparing to go 
in. He said there was some talk 
about killing people and Drol- 
linger had said ''Nobody will 
come out alive." He said 
Stonebraker still didn't like the 
idea and asked about kids. 
Drolligner, according to Wright, 
said ''They'l have to go." 
Stonebraker reportedly said he 
couldn't shoot a kid, but Smith 
laughed and said he was all for it. 
Drollinger, according to Wright, 
then told them that anyone who 
didn't shoot would be shot. 


Wright told the jury that the 
guns were already loaded when 
they received them and he had a 
16 gauge shotgun, Smith had a 
J.C. Penney shotgun and Stone- 
braker had the automatic. Wright 


said he was wearing a green 
Army field jacket and had his own 
gloves and a pair of pliers. 
Drollinger, he said, told them to 
get in the house, get everyone 
face down on the floor and wait 
for him to come in. 

Wright said he went in through 
the front door of the Spencer 
home and saw Mrs. Spencer in 
the kitchen. He then noticed a boy 
lying on a couch and told him to 

_ get on the floor. He said Smith 
and Stonebraker came in a back 
door and they got Mrs. Spencer 
down on the floor. He said the 
other two boys were brought from 
a bedroom, by Smith he thought. 


about 


r= 


Then Smith checked the other | 


>> rooms for more people. 
Wright testified that Drollinger 7 


T came in the front door and told 
everyone to get their hands 
behind their backs, which hadn’t 


| been done at that point. He said 


-—— Drollinger ripped the phones off 
> the wall and he (Wright) busted 
——— the radio equipment guages with 
7 his pliers, after Droltinger told 
to get rid of all the 


communication equipment. 
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Wright told the jury that he and 
Drollinger started going through 
the house looking for money and 
he (Wright) took $30 from a boy’s 
billfold in a bedroom. He said 
Drollinger asked Mrs. Spencer if 
there were any guns and she told 
him there was one in a bedroom 
closet and about her purse and 
Drollinger took the money from 


her purse. He said Drollinger got 
the gun, went into the bathroom 
and when he came out the barrel 
was bent. He said Drollinger told 
him he had stuck it in the stool 
and then bent it. 

According to Wright, he found 
some apples in the kitchen and 
began eating one. He said he 
didn't know exactly when the 
fourth boy came in. He said 
Drollinger asked the victims 
about an ice pick and Mfrs. 
Spencer told him where there 
might be one. Drollinger instead 
got a two-pronged fork which he 
intended to use it to flatten the 
tires on the cars outside. Wright 
said that when the four robbed 
the Pat Chrisman family in 
Fountain County,  Drollinger, 
Stonebraker, and Smith had gone 
inside and he had stayed outside 
to cut the tires. 

Drollinger, according to 
Wright, went outside io turn the 
cars around and when he came 
back dragged and kicked the 
victims into a straight line. He 
said neither he or the other three 


were on drugs or alcohol at the | 
| time. 


When Drollinger came back in, 
Wright related that he was in the 
kitchen with him and Drollinger 
said ‘‘Waste ’em.’’ Wright said 


— he told Drollinger he ‘‘didn’t 


think he could do it.” Drollinger 
supposedly said ''You will or 
else" and pulled his pistol out. 
Wright said they went back to the 
living room and he stood next to 
Stonebraker while Drollinger 
stood by Smith. Wright said he 
looked at Drollinger and Drol- 
linger was just staring at him. 
Wright said he shot, ‘‘Toward the 
couch." Then he said everyone 
started shooting. 
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home and told him he would ‘‘shoot or get shot.” 
The third man charged with the murders, David 
Smith, has refused to testify against Drollinger. 


All Photos by John Gastineau 
Bluffton News-Banner 


At one point, according to 
Wright, one of the boys raised up 
and yelled ‘‘Oh God, please don’t 
shoot me again.’’ Then Wright 
said Drollinger took, Smith's 
shotgun, grabbed the boy by the 
hair, held the gun to his head, 
fired and ''his head just blew 
up.” 

Wright told the jury that 
Drollinger went down the row 
kicking the bodies and said, of 
Mrs. Spencer, ''shoot her again. 
He said this to Stonebraker, but 
Stonebraker's gun had jammed. 
Wright said Drollinger fixed it 
and Stonebraker shot. Asked if he 
saw Mrs. Spencer's wig fly off, 
Wright said he didn't because I 
was so scared. I just wanted to 
leave.” 

Drollinger then told them to 
pick up their shells. Wright said 
he thought he had fired three 
times, Stonebraker three, Smith 
three and Drollinger once. That 


total of ten was one less than the | 


version of Stonebraker and Mrs. 
Spencer. i 
Wright said Drollinger told 
| them to turn off all of the lights 
except the one in the living room 
and the last one out to get it. He 
said Smith went out first, 
followed by Drollinger and then 
Stonebraker. Wright said he was 
the last one out. and turned out 
the light. | 
Drollinger, he said, drove the 


home with Stonebraker as a 
passenger. He said he and Smith 
were in the Omega. Someplace in 
Putnam County he said Drollinger 
pulled over and he 
Stonebraker got in the Omega. 
Wright told the jury that he had 
heard the police call on a scanner 


Spencer's Thunderbird from the | 


and | 
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The second man who said he 


was with Roger Drollinger, along | 


with two other Montgomery 
County men at the Keith Spencer 
home February 14, has testified 
at Drollinger's trial in Hartford 
City. Michael Wright said he, 
Drollinger, Daniel Stonebraker 
and David Smith shot Reeve, 
Ralph and Raymond Spencer and 
Greg Brooks with shotguns as the 
youths lay face down on the floor 
of their living room. Stonebraker 
told of his part in the murders 
during testimony last Tuesday in 
Blackford Circuit Court. 
Basically, Wright told the same 


| story Stonebraker had a few days 


before when he was called to the 
stand on Thursday. Wright 
appeared in extremely close 
cropped hair, wearing a small 
mustache. He testified he had 
met Drollinger about six to eight 
months before the murders and 
saw him almost every day 
thereafter. He did not have a job, 


| Wright said. 


Under questioning, Wright 
said he and Stonebraker had 
robbed the Devon Moffett home 
of two shotguns and shells on 
February 13. Moffett is Wright’s 
uncle. He told of trying to check 
to see if the safety on one of the 
guns was on and it went off, 
blowing a large hole in the wall. 
Wright said he went outside to 
look at the hole, curious about 


! how much damage a shotgun 


could do. 

In identifying one of the 
shotguns which was later used in 
the murders, Wright said he 
didn't know much about guns. 
Said Parke County prosecutor 
Clelland Hanner, ''You found out 
how to pull the trigger on one 
didn’t you?” Wright said, ''Yes, 
unfortunately.'' 


In Crawfordsville, Wright said 
the other three got out a few 
blocks from the Lew Wallace Inn 
and he took the car to his grand- 
parents' home for the night. He 
said he took the scanner inside 
and listened to it most of the 
night. The next morning he took 
the Omega back to the car 
dealership and paid for it with 
money Drollinger had given him. 

Wright said he saw Drollinger 
at the courthouse in Crawfords- 
ville that Monday, February 14, 
and they had talked about the 
murders. He said later - Drol- 
linger, his wife, and Smith came 
to his house and he was told to 
burn his clothes worn at the 
Spencer's. He asked why and 
Smith said that when he and 


| Drollinger took off their coats 


there was blood and ''pieces of 
meat” all over them. 

Wright said he was told to get 
Stonebraker and take him to 
Wright's grandparents because 
the police were looking for him. 
Wright said when he later saw the 
composite sketches on television 
he recognized various features of 
all four of them although they 
were mixed up. Wright told the 


| jury he ‘just didn't care about 


they had and when Drollinger got | 


in the Omega he told him about it 
and Drollinger took the wheel. He 


said they headed to Crawfords- | 


ville at a high rate of speed when 
they thought a car was following 
them they started throwing out 
the guns and the items they had 
stolen. Wright said he took a 
camera, calculator and a shirt. 
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anything’ and got on a bus to get 
away. He said he was arrested 
about ten days later by the FBI. 

Hanner asked Wright, ‘‘Are 
you saying without question the 
four of you were there (At 
Spencer's) that night?" Wright 


2 said ''Yes." 


Asked by Hanner why he had 
decided to testify, Wright said 
‘There are two reasons. If I ever 
get the opportunity to get out of 
prison I would like to have a clean 
conscience and maybe start over 
again. Secondly, I would like to 
see that Roger Drollinger isn't out 
on the streets to get someone else 
involved in something like this.” 

Hanner then broke in saying, 
“It doesn't matter about Drol- 
linger, you still did it and have to 
pay.” To which Wright answered 
"But we wouldn't have if it 
wasn't for him." 
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Wright told of how he and 
Stonebraker had taken the guns 
to Drollinger and were told to go 
into the country and load them 
into the Blazer which Drollinger 
drove. Later, a& the Drollinger 
farm, he said llinger sawed 
the barrel off the automatic pump 
gun. E 

Wright said he, Drollinger, 
Stonebraker and Smith went to 
Danville, Illinois to see a friend 
and on the way Drollinger threw 
out two sawed off portions of gun 
barrels. (Stonebraker had said 
three.) He also told of Stone- 
braker trying out the automatic by 
shooting at highway signs. 

The jury was told by Wright 
that . Drollinger | pointed out 
houses where they could “rob 
and kill.” He said, to show ''there 
wasn't anything to it,” Drollinger 
shot a dog with his pistol enroute. 

In talking about Drollinger's 
murder conversation, Wright said 
Stonebraker tried to ‘‘talk it 
down” and he said he didn't think 
anyone really wanted to, that they 
were just talking about it. 

The night of February 13 
Wright said the four were riding 
around in an Omega which 
Wright had' rented and on which 
he had disconnected the speedo- 
meter. He said he thought they 
were ‘just going to rob 
someone” and there was no talk 
of murder. He said they drove by 
the Spencer's and Drollinger said 
there must be a poker game going 
on and mentioned ''lots of money, 
lots of nice cars." Before this, 
Wright said he had never heard of 
Hollandsburg and that night 
really didn't even know where 
they were. 


When Hanner questioned him 
again, Wright said he shot at the 
couch and said he '*hoped I didn't 
hit anybody." Hanner said 
"Someone killed four people, 
didn't they?’’ Wright told Hanner 

! his definition of ''tripping" was 
that he was scared and didn't 
know what to do. 

Wright said Drollinger told him 
to go to Albuquerque, New 
Mexico and look up a girl 
Drollinger knew and see if they 
could hide out there. Wright said 
he went to New Mexico on the bus 
and tried to call the girl but was 
unable to make contact. He went 
on to California where he stayed 
until his arrest came. 


Wright told Conway that he 


went to California to get away, to 
start over. He said after his arrest 
he and Stonebraker were 
separated until they got to the 
Clay County jail. This was in 
answer to probing that perhaps 
he and Stonebraker had gotten 
together on their story. Wright 
said when they walked into the 
Spencer home he thought the 
intention was robbery, “I didn't 
think we would go through with 
it" (murder) he said. Asked his 
reaction after the shooting, 
Wright said he was scared and 
'*just stood there shaking.” After 
questioning he said he 
remembered making the state- 
ment about ''tripping out” to 
Drollinger at a Crawfordsville 
restaurant. 
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Smith's ‘Def ense O 


Editor’s Note: Dick Robinson, an in- 
vestigative reporter for the 
Crawfordsville Journal-Review, will 
cover the David Smith murder trial for 
The Star. Robinson, an award-winning 
writer who has covered numerous trials, 
also reported on the Roger Drollinger 
trial for The Star. Robinson has done 
extensive investigation on the 


Hollandsburg murder case. He will file | 


daily reports throughout the trial. 


BY DICK ROBINSON 
Star Correspondent 


RENSSELAER. Ind. — In a de- 
termined effort to do the best possible 
job for his client, Crawfordsville at- 


torney John Capper, in the second day of | 


David Wayne Smith's first-degree 
murder trial, has already raised more 


objections than came up at ge Roger f 


Drollinger trial. 


In the first day of sourtian activity 
after jury selection, Capper and his co- 


More Smith trial on page 9 


council Edward Dumas have objected to 
such things as Judge Michael Kanne’s 
instructions to the jury, opening re- 


marks by Parke County Prosecuting || 
Aitorney Clelland Hanner and have | 
come up with reasons to complain about | 
testimony of a majority of early prose- |. 


cution witnessess. 


Shortly before noon Tuesday Judge | 


Kanne completed the long and difficult 
task of selecting a jury and was pre- 


pared to review his opening instructions f 


with those selected for jury service. | 
Capper and Dumas approached the | 
bench objecting to two of his 16 instruc- | 
tions the jurist was prepared to read. | 
The defense attorney complained about 

the rule covering aiding and abetting. | 
The rule is that a person who assists or 


aids in the commission of a crime is as | | 
guilty as the person performing the act. | 


The attorneys also objected to the in- 
Struction covering reasonable doubt. 


Judge Kanne ruled in favor of thel- 
ts. 


prosecution on b 


Hanner was about 10 minutes into his 
opening remarks when Capper found 
reason to issue his first of three objec- 
tions to the prosecution's presentation. 
The second objection came about three 


minutes after the first and both were in | 

reference to Hanner covering points |: 
» about the crime which Capper said is 
* outside the scope of opening remarks. | 
As Hanner was preparing to wrap up his | 
Sharks Dumas jumbed to his R a al escaped to sound the alarm and is now 
' objected to the prosecution's reference | 
` to a 900-page document which contains 
_ all available information about the case. 


Dumas won the point as Kanne sus- 
tained the objection. 

^ Hanner was distressed by the ot objec- 
tions during his remarks and asked 


Judge Kanne for an additional five | 


minutes to make up for lost time. The 


request was denied and Hanner was | 


limited to 45 minutes. The prosecutor 


1 concluded by saying. "Mrs. Spencer « can | 


| E 


^? lar to those used in the Drollinger trial. 
-| The only difference being that while he 


positively identify this young man 
(Smith)—positively.'' 

Smith is one of four persons charged 
with the Feb. 14 shotgun slayings of 
Raymond, Ralph and Reeve Spencer and 


| their stepbrother, Greg Brooks, at 


4» Hollandsburg in Parke County. Betty 
* Spencer, mother and stepmother of the 


victims was wounded in the shooting but 


the prosecution's chief witness. Roger 


? Drollinger. 24, of Waynetown was con- 


victed last month in Blackford Circuit 
Court on four counts of first-degree 
murder. Two other co-defendants in the 


" case, Michael Wright, 22, of 
4 Crawfordsville and Daniel Stonebraker, 
* 21, of Darlington are awaiting trials for 
(| their part in the incident. All four trials 
| have been venued from Parke County 


into four widely scattered counties in 


~" the state. 


Hanner's opening remarks were simi- 


referred to Drollinger as being the 


C “bossman” Hanner referred to Smith 

^ "this young man." 
> ence was made to the defendant, Hanner 
+ would point to Smith with his forefinger 
| and once made the indication by pointing 


Each time a refer- 


with his thumb over his shoulder. 
Every time Hanner wanted to make a 
point or give special emphasis to a point 


| he would use the phrase, “the evidence 


i will show that...” 


The Blazer, a van-type car driven by 


by -Drollinger which figured in the first 


trial, was mentioned seven times in the 
opening remarks for the Smith trial. 
Perhaps the strongest new point made 


^ by Hanner in the opening was a 


| | statement that Smith was the only one of 


(^ renege.' 
^. ond thoughts but this young man never 
a reneged." The prosecutor went on to 


Wnébraker expected to testify 


David Smith trial begins 


Editor's Note: Through special ar- 
rangement with correspondents, The 
TRIBUNE will be providing its readers 
each day with the latest courtroom 
reports from the murder tríal of David 
Wayne Smith. T OCT 5 wr 

By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

RENSSELAER, Ind. — A co-defen- 
dant of David Wayne Smith, accused of 
the shotgun killings of four Parke Coun- 


ty brothers St. Valentine Day, Was ex- - 


pected to take the stand in the Jasper 
Circuit Court Wednesday. 

Daniel Stonebraker, 21, Darlington, is 
expected to testify on his involvement in 
the murders and of Smith's partici- 
pation. 

In the trial of another co-defendant, 
Roger C. Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, 

last month in Blackford County, jury 
members reported Stonebraker's testi- 
mony had been a key element in reach- 
ing a guilty verdict. 

Smith, 18, Wingate, is the second and 
the youngest of the four suspects to 
. come to trial. He has entered a plea of 

not guilty by reason of insanity at the 
time of the murders. 

In opening remarks. for the prose- 
cution Tuesday, Parke County Prose- 
cutor Clelland Hanner said Smith was 
the first of four gunmen to enter the 
home of Keith and Betty Jane Spencer 
and he laughed before their sons were 
killed. 

Hanner said Smith and two of his 


Berl s rim ‘lined the mother and the 
four sons (the father was not at home) 
on the living room floor. “While these 
people were lined up, this young man 
(Smith) went down the row and asked 
how old they were," Hanner said. “He 
was laughing. He thought it was funny — 
then he killed them." 

Hanner also said Smith, whom he 
referred to throughout his opening com- 
ments as *'this young man” and pointed 
at him with his forefinger, chided 
Stonebraker and Michael Wright, 22, 
Crawfordsville, when they had second 
thoughts about entering the Spencer's 
isolated modular home north of 
Hollandsburg. Hanner said he called 
them ''chickens." _ 

Smith told Stonebraker and Wright it 
was “too bad" when they said they 
didn't think they could kill small chil- 
dren, according to Hanner's comments. 

Hanner stressed that Smith was the 
only one of Drollinger's co-defendants 
who was willing to go through with the 
murders once they were in the Spencer 
home. “Stonebraker. wanted to renege; 
Wright- had second thoughts, but this 


. young. man „never reneged,” Hanner. 
stated. by 
m Hasler took the full time allowed for 
- his opening statement, asking for. but 


- denied, more time to compensate for 
himet, taken by objections by Smith's 
court-appointed attorney, John Capper 
IV of Crawfordsville. - 

Capper, in Seay 27. only about 


i Drollinger’s three co-denfendants who 


was willing to go along with the scheme 
to rob and kill. “Stonebraker wanted to 
' Hanner said. “Wright had sec- 


| say, ‘This young man was on 


—T ptr las 


two minutes to remind tlle jury mem- 
bers that it is their duty to keep an open 
mind throughout the trial and the vol- 
umes of evidence to be presented by the 
p osecution. 

Harold Escue, a neighbor of the Spen- 
cers, told how Mrs. Spencer had come to 
his home early in the early morning 


hours of Feb. 14 and pounded on-his | 


window for help. She had survived the. 
slayings by playing dead. 

Five police officers followed with 
their testimonies, telling of finding the 
bodies of Gregory Brooks, 22, and his 
teen-aged stepbrothers, Ralph, Reeve 
and Raymond Spencer, dead from shot- 
gun blasts to their heads, on the living 
room floor of the Spencer home. . 


While Indiana State Police Sgt. Jerry 
Stateler, the first technician on the 


` scene, was on the stand Wednesday. 


Capper objected to the entry as evidence 
pictures taken of the victims. Jasper 


‘Circuit Judge Michael Kanne, Capper 


and Hanner had conferred on the matter 
about 20 minutes at the last report to 
The TRIBUNE and no decision was 
reached. The co onference had been whis- 
pered and the re asoris for the objection 
were ‘not known to. the ‘jury or the 
spectators. The same pictures had been 
entered as ‘evidence at the ‘Drollinger 
trial. i ^" u 

Besides Stonebraker, fel prosecution 
witnesses are expected to be Mrs. 
TS and Wright. 


ers J 0j 


jections, 
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ecaus 
the killings." 

Smith remained calm and compose d 
during the morning session much th 
same as he did the opening day. Wher 
'Hanner got into the part about reneging 
Smith appeared shaken. He wiped hi 
eyes several times with his forearm and 
hand as tears rolled down his cheeks. 
His sniffling could be heard by those 
near the defense table. Capper provided 
him with a facial tissue after a short 
time. 

Tuesday' s session opened with the 
selection of alternate jurors since the 
regular 12 had been seated late Monday. 
Judge Kanne, in a surprise move, named 
three persons to the alternate postions. 


The reason for the selection of the third | 
alternate became obvious within a few | 


minutes when one of the original 12 
jurors was called to the judge's bench. 
After a lengthy conference involving 
Kanne, the two attorneys and the juror, 
the judge dismissed the man and the 
first alternate was seated. 

Before Hanner could call his first 
witness Capper presented a motion for 
separation of witnesses which meant 
persons expected to testify could not 
remain in the courtroom. Kanne took his 
time ruling on the request and did not 
grant the motion until recess. 

Hanner called five witnesses Tuesday 
afternoon. They were the same first five 
called in the Drollinger trial. Most were 
police. officers who were at 
Hollandsburg during the early morning 
hours of Feb. 14. Capper and Dumas 
were able to get an objection against 
comments by three of the five. Capper 
refused to cross examine any of the five 
but it was apparent that Dumas was 
interested in questioning each officer. 

Stonebraker who testified in the Droll- 
inger trial is expected here Wednesday 
as a prosecution witness against Smith. 
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Smith trial proceedi 


By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

RENSSELAER, Ind. — The trial of 
18-year-old David Smith moved slowly 
Wednesday in the Jasper Circuit Court. 

Smith, Wingate, is being tried for the 
shotgun slayings of four Parke County 
brothers on St. Valentine's Day. 

Although one of Smith's co-defen- 
dants, Daniel Stonebraker, 21, Darl- 
ington, had been expected to testify 
Wednesday, estimates were that he 
would not testify possibly until Friday 
after the presentation of the state's 
evidence went very slowly Wednesday. 

Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner began the presentation of the 
state's case Tuesday, following Wednes- 
day with technical points of the in- 
vestigation into the murders of teen- 
aged brothers Ralph, Reeve and Ray- 
mnond Spencer and their stepbrother, 
Gregory Brooks, 22. 


The state's case has been held Up... 
quite a bit by objections from Smith's 


attorney, John 
Crawfordsville. © 

Over an hour was taken up Wednesday 
when Capper objected to the introduc- 
tion of color photographs of the murder 
Scene for the jury to study. 

Capper objected to all 38 photos sub- 
mitted by Hanner, but was only upheld 
by Jasper Circuit Judge Michael Kanne 
on two of those objections after Hanner 
withdrew 10 of the photos. 

The jury was taken from the room 
while the judge and defense and prose- 
cution attorneys discussed the pictures. 


Capper of 


The conference was conducted at the 
judge’s bench, out of hearing range for 
the spectators. 

Although Capper has refused to talk 
with reporters concerning his case, it 
was reported he objected to the photos 
because he felt they were inflammatory 
and there. were too many. 

The objections over the pictures oc- 
curred when Indiana State Police Sgt. 
Jerry Stateler, who took the photos, was 
on the stand. 

Other prosecution witnesses Wednes- 
day were Charles Kinney of Russellville, 
uncle of the Spencer boys who identified 
the bodies and later discovered one of 
the family cars which had been stolen at 
the time of the murders; ISP Trooper 
Harry Swain of Russellville; David Fin- 
ney, director of the Parke County am- 
bulance service; ISP Sgt. Gary Hood of 
Putnamville, who assisted Stateler as a 
technician at the scene; ISP Detective 
Sgt. William Nave of Lafayette; and ISP 


_ Trooper Tom Rehling of Crawfordsville... 


Rehling was the only witness Capper 
attempted to question, and his one ques- 
tion was objected to by Hanner. Capper 
asked Rehling, who had testified about 
finding three shotguns and several other 
pieces of evidence near Shades State 
Park in March, “Is it a fact, Mrs. Lyons 


_ (Smith's mother) tried to get her son 


away from Roger Drollinger?" Kanne 
sustained Hanner's objection and Cap- 
per did not get an answer to his question. 
Capper indicated he would recall Rehl- 
ing later and reserved the right to recall 
Nave, also. 


Community Affairs 


Roger Drollinger, referred to in E 
Capper's question to Rehling, was anoth- | 
er co-defendant in the murders who was 
convicted of all four counts of first ; 
degree murder last month in Blackford 
County. He had been portrayed as the 
ring leader of the group of the four 
Montgomery County young men accused * 
in the murders. 1 

The fourth suspect, Michael Wright, 
22, Crawfordsville, testified along with A 
Stonebraker in Drollinger’ s trial and is 
also expected to testify in Smith’s trial. 
Both Wright and Stonebraker were | 


“moved to the Jasper County Jail Tues- | E | 


day evening. 

The testimonies and evidence entered 
by the prosecution Wednesday were 
much the same as that entered the first 
few days of the Drollinger trial. Koi 

Capper objected that four shotguns | - 
entered as evidence in the case were left 
on a table in the jury's view. Kanne 
ordered the guns moved to the floor, out —— 
of view. ue 

Betty Jane Spencer, mother of the | 
slain Brooks and stepmother of the three 
Spencer boys, is expected to be a key 
witness for the prosecution. She is the b 
sole survivor of the murders. Mrs. 
Spencer escaped alive from the in- | 
trusion into her family's rural home É 
north of Hollandsburg early Feb. 14 by | 
playing dead after two shots had been E. 
fired at her. 

Smith, who has entered a plea of. 
innocent on the grounds that he was E 
insane at the time the killings occurred, | 
is also expected to take the stand. 


By COLLEEN SI] Bags 
Tribune Staff Writer 


RENSSELAER, Ind. — The first week 
— of the murder trial of David Smith, 18, 
— Wingate, was expected to be completed 
_ Friday afternoon with the prosecution 


E presenting several witnesses who would |- 
- testify about actions and comments of |) 
- Smith and his co-defendants during the — 


- time following the murders of four 

_ Parke County brothers, of which they 
are accused. on 
E During the first week, a co-defendant | 
. told a Jasper County jury that Smith 
- eagerly participated in the murders and 
_ had tried to talk him into the murders 

earlier. 

Major prosecution witnesses expected 

- next week are the sole survivor of the 
. murders and another co-defendant. 

_ Appearing in court Friday morning | 

were Indiana State Police Detective Sgt. 

_ Loyd Heck, who headed up the local 
. investigation, and another ISP officer, 
. Robert Conley. They told of their in- 
volvements in the murder investigation 
and identified evidence. 

Expected to testify Friday afternoon 
were Cheryl Stonebraker, sister of one 
of the co-defendants: Linda Claycombe, 
who had accompanied Smith and co- 
_ defendant Roger C. Drollinger to Flori- 
. da after the murders: Smith's step- 
1 brother, Andy Lyons; and Doris Per- 
1 kins, an acquaintance of Claycombe's. 

Co-defendant Daniel Stonebraker, 21, 
_ Darlington, was on the wing tand 
3 more than three hours Thursday telli 
his story of the incident in Me 


4 aged brothers Ralph, , Reeve ar 
mond Spencer and (beings epbrother, 
- Gregory Brooks, 22, were shotgunned to 
' death. 
Stonebraker, along with Smith and 
two other suspects, has been charged 
with the murders. 
Thursday's court proceedings were 
marked by four motions for mistrial by 
Smith's court-appointed attorney. John 
_ Capper IV of Crawfordsville. All the 
— motions were denied by Jasper Circtlit 
Judge Michael Kanne. 

Stonebraker was the main witness for 
.. Parke County Prosecuting Attorney = 
_ Clelland Hanner Thursday. 
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‘Stonebraker told how he and a group 
of three other Montgomery County 
young men, including Smith and the two 
others accused in the murders, Droll- 
inger, 24, Waynetown, and Michael 
Wright, 22, Crawfordsville, the week 
before the murders had gone out at night 
looking for people to rob. He told of 
several such incidents. 

He reported that was the same week 
Drollinger was on trial for drug charges 
in the Montgomery Circuit Court. Droll- 
inger was convicted of those charges the 
week after the murders. He already has 
been tried for the murders and has been 
found guilty by a Blackford County jury. 
In his trial, the prosecution portrayed 
him as the ringleader of the four ac- 
cused of the murders. 

Stonebraker said the four were riding 
around the night of Feb. 13, looking for 
a place to rob, and Drollinger decided 
they would stop at the Keith and Betty 
Jane Spencer home north of 
Hollandsburg because of several big 
cars parked around it. 

Drollinger told his companions they 
would not need masks because nobody 


would be left alive to identify them, 


according to Stonebraker. He said Droll- 
inger pointed to each for assurance they 
would ‘shoot or be shot." Stonebraker 
said Smith's only reply was “Yeah.” 

Stonebraker said Smith was the first 
to encounter Mrs. Spencer in the kitchen 
when they entered shortly after mid- 
night and ordered her to the living room 
floor, face down and with her hands 
behind her back. The other family mem- 
bers (excluding the father whp had left 
for work) were forced to do the same. 
Stonebraker said Smith held a shotgun 
on them while the other three ransacked 
the house and looked for money. 

When the shooting started, 
Stonebraker testified Smith eagerly 
fired repeated shotgun blasts into the 
heads of the victims. Stonebraker said 
he had been hesitant, but Smith had 
encouraged him. 

Stonebraker said at no time did he 
notice any difference in Smith’s behav- 
ior, answering a question from the pros- 
ecutor. Hanner was evidently trying to 
make a point against Smith’s not guilty 
plea due to insanity at the time of the 
murders. 

Capper asked for a mistrial to be 
ruled three times during Stonebraker’s 


testimony, but Kanne overruled each 
objection. 

Capper also made a motion for mis- 
trial earlier in the day during the testi- 
mony of Kevin Rhodes, a friend of 
Smith’s, who testified that Smith had 
talked to him and his girlfriend, Debra 
Birdsong, about killing people several 
times during the week before the 
murders. 


Rhodes’ End Birdsong, also tes- 
tified 
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intrigued byr 


RENSSELAER, Ind. — David Smith, 
18, the youngest of four suspects in the 
Valentine’s Day siaying of four brothers 
in Hollandsburg, idolized the eldest sus- 
pect, who has been convicted of the 
killings, a witness said Friday. 

Cheryl Stonebraker, 20, whose 


brother, Daniel, is another suspect in 
the case, told the court Smith always 
chummed around with Roger Droll- 


ces 
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inger, 24, Waynetown, who was con- 
victed last month on four counts of 
murder. 

Miss Stonebraker told the Jasper 
County Circuit Court jury she dated 
Smith several times before and once 
after the slayings and visited him ‘‘once 
or twice" a week while he was confined 
in the Montgomery County Jail. 


Miss Stonebraker said Smith idolized 
Drollinger and often boasted of rob- 


beries he committed with the gang that . 
included Drollinger, 24, Waynetown; 
- Dan Stonebraker, 21, 


Darlington, and 

Michael Wright, 21, Crawfordsville. 
The four were ‘charged with four 

counts of first degree murder for the 


~ deaths of Gregory Brooks, 22, and his 
? teen-age stepbrothers Ralph, Raymond 
| and Reeve Spencer. 


Two co-owners of a restaurant fre- 
quently visited by the four suspects 


| testified that Smith appeared intrigued 


by the Hollandsburg murders and 
clipped an article from the paper the 
day after the shootings. However, both 
said he denied taking part in the killings. 

Another witness testified thát Smith 
often boasted of robbing elderly people 


4 at gunpoint but almost killed himself 


once with his own pistol. 
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The 18-year-old Smith is the second o: 
four men to stand trial for the Feb. 14 
murders. 

Smith has entered a plea of innocent 
by reason of insanity. 

Miss Stonebraker, testified Smith be- 


came depressed after his arrest and EU TA 


began reading the Bible in jail. 

“He said he was sorry for what he'd 
done and hoped God would forgive him,” 
She said. Her brother and the fourth 
suspect, Michael Wright, are still await- 


ing trial. ceder A M E and al- 
. leged ringlea roup, Roger C. 


Drollinger, has been convicted of the 
murders and is awaiting sentencing. 
The second witness, Friday, Linda 
Claycombe, said she was Drollinger's 
girlfriend and accompanied Smith and 
Drollinger when they went to Florida in 
February. ET 
She said she was not aware the men | 


were wanted in connection with the |^. — 


slayings. 


Mrs. Claycombe said she learned the P $ 


men were the subjects of a nationwide 
search after she telephoned her home in 
Crawfordsville. When she told them, 
they abandoned her, she said. 


Mrs. Claycombe said Drollinger and | e 
Smith both carried pistols in shoulder ^ 


holsters while in Florida. 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

RENSSELAER, Ind. — Another co- 
. defendant testified Monday as the trial 
. of.accused mass murderer David Smith, 

— 18, Wingate, entered its second week. 
Smith is the second and youngest of 
. four Montgomery County young men 
4 charged with the murders of four Parke 
_ County brothers on St. Valentine Day to 

_ face trial. He has entered a plea of not 

_ guilty by reason of insanity at the time 

of the murders. 

- Michael Wright, 22, Crawfordsville, 
also charged. with the murders, took the 
witness stand Monday morning, telling 

. of his involvement in the murders and 
also of Smith's participation. He was 
accompanied by his court-appointed at- 
torney, Stephen Trueblood of Terre 

Haute. 

Daniel Stonebraker, 21, Darlington, a 
_ co-defendant, testified for the prose- 
. cution last week. 
. Another key witness expected this 
. week is Betty Jane Spencer, mother of 
. one of the slain young men and step- 
- mother of the other three. She is theonly 
survivor of the early morning intrusion 
into her family's rural home north of 
Hollandsburg. 

Smith's trial started last week in the 
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in trial of Smith 


Jasper Circuit Court before Judge 
Michael Kanne. 

Convicted last month in Blackford 
County on four counts of first degree 
murder in connection with the same 
incident was Roger Drollinger, 24, Way- 
netown. He is to face sentencing next 
Monday. Conviction of a first degree 
murder charge carries a mandatory life 
sentence. 

Although they have entered pleas of 
not guilty and are yet to stand trial, both 
Wright and Stonebraker testified last 


month in Drollinger’s trial that they had... 


participated in the murders and told of 
Drollinger's involvement also. Droll- 
inger had been portrayed as the ring 
leader of the group of four. 
. In Stonebraker's testimony in the 
Smith trial last week, he said Smith 
eagerly participated in the shotgun kill- 
ings and had encouraged him 
(Stonebraker) to participate when he 
had hesitated earlier. 

Wright was still on the stand at The 
TRIBUNE's press time Monday. 

Stonebraker and Wright are testifying 
under use immunity, which means their 
testimonies cannot be used against them 
in their own trials coming up in Novem- 
Parke County 
Cleiland Hanner reported he did not 


need their testimonies from the other | 
trials, saying he had signed statements 
from them on the murders. 

Mrs. Spencer is to be another major 
prosecution witness. She gave an emo- 
tional account of the execution style 
murders of her son, Gregory Brooks, 22, 
and three teen-aged stepsons, Ralph, 
Reeve and Raymond Spencer, during 
Drollinger’s trial which left about half 
the jurors and courtroom spectators in 
tears. She survived by playing dead 
after two shots had been fired at her, 


_one blowing the wig off her head. 


. Hanner, who is assisted in the trial by 
Parke County ` Deputy Prosecutor John 
Dowd and Jasper County Deputy Prose- 
cutor E. Duane Daugherty, is expected 
to conclude the presentation of the 
state's case by mid-week. 

John Capper IV, court-appointed at- 
torney for Smith, has not indicated what 
he plans for defense. He has submitted 
an extensive list of prospective wit- 
nesses to Kanne. Capper is being as- 
sisted by local counsel Edward Dumas. 

(Editor’s note: Through special ar- 
rangement with correspondents in Hart- 
ford City, The TRIBUNE will be provid- 
ing its readers each day with the latest 
courtroom reports from the murder 
trial of David Smith.) 
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60 prospective witnesses to Kanne, in-. 
cluding psychiatrists. 
A plea of not guilty by reason of 
insanity at the time of the murders was 
submitted for Smith. 
Estimates are that the case could 
reach the jury by Friday. at 
Mrs. Spencer was the last witness for ^. V 
; the prosecution Monday afternoon and d 
was on the witness stand nearly three! . 
hours. She gave her emotional account| ^ 
of the murders. 5i; IS 
Twice during her testimony Smith PAIS 
sobbed, according to reports. oda 
When Parke County Prosecutor, B ts PE, 
Clelland Hanner asked Mrs. Spencer if i ART ooh at: 
she could identify any of the intruders, ERE. M ; Ucet 
she listed the names of the defendants, eel (m MATRE i: i 
saying Smith was the one she saw most , ; y: VR ET d by 
clearly because he confronted her first. SEEN I Ae Ge ACIE 
. Asked if Smith was in the courtroom r RA 
Mrs. | cer lo gi 
and said, “I would 
man there to w Pa p ; 59 
had ‘been lo g Tom Mrs. ; iret tees eis 
à S > uh 


The prosecution co 

Monday with the testin 
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ae Betty Jan 
4 Gregory 
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was handed a handkerchief by Capper. | 

He sobbed another time after she 
described how she survived by playing |. 
dead and still carries buckshot in her DI Ea j^ DE ah 
mere leq e t ES her vs LANE eee ae, Lr 
— Mrs. Sr 1 to i | 


= Michael Wri 
and Daniel 


John Capper IV, the 
attorney appointed by 
4 Sent Smith. had not i . 
E da nts, was , di t Ay ae i À ele * XS 3 | 
SORTS S another key prosecution witness Mon- BAR UE ; f 
ve Loy B day. He told how he and his three co- DE EA CAE AA " iy E 
RC j ‘ defendants had entered the Spencer udi af Rh 
e C MY > home and killed the four young men, $ CAM wi 23 
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The trial of Roger Drollinger is over and 

he stands convicted by a jury of murder in 
the case of the St. Valentine's Day | 
massacre of four Hollandsburg youths. 
. The murder was one of the most horrible 
In the annals of Indiana history, The 
testimony of Mrs. Betty Spencer, the lone 
Survivor, was tragic evidence of the bru- 
tality that still affects Some of our so-called 
Civilized society. 

The Drollin 
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RENSSELAER, Ind. — The first i when he asked to 
degree murder trial of David Smith, 18, i : ba d on findi 
Wingate, accused of murdering four’) murders last month in Blackford Coun Were CE Raton w 
Parke County brothers St. Valentine’s ty, as a “charismatic father figure” and Smith's ue. niv "dfesented. sf MIt- 
Day, is to go to the quoted Smith as saying in an interview The de Eni e SIEG all who testi- 

A court-a ist, in September that “he (Drollinger) |^. nesses, including St ‘essed by Droll- 

i showed me he really cared for me and tee Smith was impr y 
sing aiden: th ie aie Hanner, in presenting the state's case, 
p» u untz added that Smith had an addic- Mblscussing. hls presentation of the 

Court was adjourned until Thursday) tion to alcohol and a dependancy (but tat ^. AU Am The TRIBUNE, Han- 
morning, when final arguments and in- not addiction) to drugs. "Roger taught ^ Stale id, “I think we've certainly gotten 
structions are to be presented to the him to steal and to drink. By the time %: ovas in there that we wanted to 
p | Smith was 14 years old, he was capable. et in. We established that this young| 

"of drinking 18 beers at one sitting. Roger rx wasia r i 
| didn't drink much, he just bought it for| à 
Smith. Under Drollinger's influence, | 
the others, Smith in 1975 was consuming one and 
guilty, guilty by reason) ~ one-half ounce of pot each week and in 
of the murders. 1976 he was on speed and am- 
phetamines,” Stuntz said. 
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Is it punishment enough? Is even death 
Punishment enough for a crime so heinous, ; 
SO devoid of reason or humanity? 

Parke County Prosecutor Clelland Han- 
ner and Assistant Prosecutor John Dowd 
both are deserving of congratulations for 
successful prosecution of the case. Indiana 
State Police Detective Lloyd Heck, his staff, 
and numerous other law enforcement offi- 
cials did an excellent Job in gathering the 
evidence that eventually convicted 
Drollinger. 

Three other men are accused of helping 
Urollinger in his grisly adventure and two of 
them have already testified that they helped 
in the killings. At least one of the three will 
go to trial. so it will be Sometime yet before 
the Hollandsburg murders are forgotten. 

Of course, many never will. Let us hope 
that those who are found guilty never forget 
either the terrible deed they committed. 
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ard; Boden, f ia iy) Evans said he felt “Smith did not | 
one of two court-appointe Ni substantially lack the capacity to ap- | 
chiatrists, testified Wednesd T preciate the wrongfulness of his con- | 
Smith was mentally “ duct.” | 


the law i Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 

The other court- anner had several objections to the 
chiatrist, Dr. D lefense's strategy to show Smith con-' 
Layfayette, ifi trolled by Drollinger. Each objection 
the defense : as sustai asper Circuit Judge 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: One of the | 
frustrating things about not being 
a daily newspaper is when major 
news events happen after the last 
edition of the week has gone to 
press. Such is the case this week. 
The first degree murder case of 
Roger Drollinger went to the Jury 
today [Wednesday] after our 
press deadline. The verdict was 
only hours away, but we could not 
wait and still get this edition in 
the mail for our subscribers and 
advertisers. A detailed report of 
the closing argument by the 
prosecution and defense and jury 
deliberation will appear in 
Monday’s Sentinel. 

BY RICHARD E. HARNEY 
PUBLISHER 
Roger Clay Drollinger, 24, took 
the witness stand Monday in his 
own defense and said everyone 
who had connected him with the 
murders of four young men of the 
Keith Spencer family near 
Hollandsburg, was lying. It was 
the 10th day of his trial in 
Blackford Circuit Court at 
Hartford City. He is charged with 
four counts of first degree 
murder. 
Drollinger was advised by 
Judge Bruce Bade about his 
constitutional rights, that he had 
the right to remain silent, that the 
burden of proof was up to the | 
prosecution, that he did not have 
to testify, but if he did what he 
said could be considered by the 
jury and he could be cross 
examined by the prosecution. 
Drollinger said he understood and 
that he was also satisfied with his 
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testified that he, Smith and Mrs. 
Claycomb were washing clothes 
at the laundromat and the woman 
called Indiana to tell her other two 
daughters she would be picking 
them up soon to bring them back 
to Florida. Mrs. Claycomb then 
learned of the murder warrants 
and was also told there was a 


warrant for her for aiding 
fugitives. 
Mrs. Claycomb supposedly 


asked Drollinger if he committed 
the murders, to which he 
answered ‘‘no Linda I didn’t.” 
Drollinger said he told her that 
the best thing she could do would 
be to turn herself in because it 
was him they were after. 
rece nget and Smith then took 
off. 

Drollinger said that while 
hiding in Florida, Smith had told 
him that he (Smith) was involved 
in the Hollandsburg murders but 

that Wright had told him to shoot 

or be shot. Smith got hysterical 
Drollinger said, and “I had to 
slap him to get him back 
together.’’ 

According to Drollinger, the 
pair agreed to work their way 
back to Indiana but not turn 


» themselves in until Smith had 


seen his mother and Drollinger 
had seen his wife and children. 
He said they intended to 
surrender to Stanton. 

The jury was told that in 
Covington, Kentucky Smith went 


` to steal some food but while he 


was gone the train started to pull 
out and Drollinger jumped on it. 
He said they had agreed that if 
they became separated, Smith 
should call Cathy Drollinger and 
Drollinger would come and get 
him. 

Drollinger said he got to the 


of Mullins. He added that he had 
been giving information about 
Montgomery County drug traffic 
Drollinger said 
Mullins approved the surrender 
conditions and added ''I kept my 
- word, 
_ Stanton’ s office.’ 
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Drollinger said he was a 
farmer, working on his father's 
farm and a member of Yeddo 


Baptist Church. He said he had | 


met David Smith in August e 
1973 when he returned from 
Army service at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma. He said he met 
Stonebraker in November 1975 at 
the Clark Service Station in 
Crawfordsville and was intro- 
duced that same month to Wright 
by Stonebraker. All three men 
face identical murder charges. 

About 2:30 p.m. on February 
13, Drollinger told the jury, his 
wife Cathy and ''hired hand" 
David Smith went to the 
Waynetown laundromat. In re- 
ference to Smith, Drollinger said 
he had hired him when he 
(Drollinger) came home from 
prison and decided to go into 
farming. He added that Stone- 
braker had also helped at the 
farm. 

In questioning about the Blazer 
which Drollinger usually drove, 
he said there were two sets of 
keys to it, one in his father’s 
office file cabinet and one was 
kept in the vehicle, under the 
mat. He said the keys were in the 
Blazer 24 hours a day and 
everyone had access to it. 

Drollinger said that the only 
time he left the laundromat was 
when he took Smith to Linda 
Claycomb’s house to get Smith’s 
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clothes, so they could be washed. 
He said that he, his wife and 
Smith left the laundromat 
between 6 and 6:30 p.m. and 
went to his father’s house where 
he and his wife were living. 

According to Drollinger, Nile 
Stanton, his attorney, called 
about 7 p.m. and asked him to 
come to the Lew Wallace Inn in 
Crawfordsville to talk about his 
drug trial in Montgomery Circuit 
Court which was then underway. 
He said he got to the motel 
around 8:30 p.m. and met with 
Stanton for one hour while Smith 
stayed in the car. 

When he came out, Drollinger 
testified that Stonebraker and 
Wright were in a car in the 
parking lot and in another car 
were Kevin Rhoades and Debbie 
Birdsong. Drollinger said 
Rhoades wanted him to get some 
marijuana for him. Drollinger told 
him he would only if there was no 
other way that Rhoades could get 
it. Stonebraker also wanted 
marijuana but Drollinger told him 
he was trying to get out of the 
drug business and didn’t want to 
be in it in the first place. 

Drollinger said Stonebraker 
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and Wright wanted to go ‘‘mess © 


around," become involved in 
some robberies or vandalism like 
throwing eggs at houses and 
"'stuff like that." Drollinger said 
he told them he had to be in court 


the next day and wanted to gol 


home. He said they then asked; ! or 
Smith to go and Drollinger said he 
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The jury was told that 
Drollinger got home about 10:45 
p.m. and his wife was in bed. He 
said he picked up their daughter 


fromthe bed to put her in her crib 


when his wife woke up and looked 
at the clock. Drollinger said he 
asked what time it was and she 
didn't answer but when he looked 
at the clock it was 15 minutes 
before 11:00 p.m. 

He said he got into bed and 
Smith slept on the bedroom floor. 
He said he remained in bed until 
the next morning, testifying that 
his Blazer was parked outside in 
the driveway with the keys in it. 

Drollinger testified that he 
went to his drug trial on Monday. 
He then recalled an "'irregular 
event" that he couldn't ‘‘get out 
of my mind" which happened on 
March 2. He said he was at the 
Captain's Table in Crawfordsville 


and happened to answer the |— 


phone when it rang. The caller 
asked for Roger Drollinger and 
Drollinger said he wasn't there, 
adding ''I never admit to being 
myself until I find out what they 
want." Caller then asked for 
Linda Claycomb and told her 
about a hearing for Drollinger 


concerning revoking of his parole. | 


He said he later asked his wife to 
call the parole officer and see if 
the hearing could be delayed 
because his attorney was in 
Michigan City. 


ks 


Dilfinger sald.the day of the be 


hearing he was in a car with Mrs. 
Claycomb, after spending the 


night with her and Smith. He |. 
called Smith to see if he wanted to | 


go with him and Mrs. Claycomb 


to Detroit. Drollinger was left at a | —- 
deserted building to wait for [— 
Smith and had also told Mrs. ~~ 


Claycomb to pick up Stonebraker. 
Drollinger said he wanted 
Stonebraker to see Rhoades first 


at Mellott and get money for the |— 
dope. — 
Rhoades reportedly told Stone- 
wanted to see | 


trip in exchange for 


braker he 
Drollinger, so Drollinger, Smith, 


Stonebraker, Mrs. Claycomb and |) ~ 


her young daughter, went to! 
Mellott. Drollinger said he told | 


Rhoades he was going to Terre | 
Haute to get marijuana and would ~~ 
back by” 


have it brought 
Stonebraker. He said they got 


i 


about $300 and a pistol and ur 


shoulder holster from Rhoades. 
In Terre Haute Drollinger said 

he got about one-fourth pound of | 

marijuana and gave it to 


Stonebraker, also giving him $20 | 


for a room. The other four then 
left for Florida where they were 
going to stay with Mrs. 


Claycomb's uncle in Pensacola. | 


Arriving there, Drollinger and 
Mrs. Claycomb went to the 
uncle's while Smith stayed at a 
motel. 

The four left the next Sunday 
for Fort Orange, to stay with Mrs. 


Claycomb's cousin and look for | 
work. There, Drollinger said he | 


leg zal counsel. la 


Indiana line on a Friday and | 
called an FBI agent by the name | 


I surrendered in Nile |" 
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Asked about the statement 
Frank Lowie, FBI agent, said 
Drollinger had made in the 
elevator after his arrest, the 
defendant said he did not say he 
had stumbled onto some people 
murdering people, but had talked 
about a ''certain detective" who 
he had seen buying drugs. 
(Drollinger was referring to Louie 
Swenke of the Crawfordsville 
Police Department whom he has 
accused of being a drug dealer). 
Drollinger said that ever since he 
had witnessed the ‘‘drug buy’’ he 
had been in trouble. There is a 
long list of arrests, he said, and 
added ''I was told to sell drugs or 
go back to prison. I told the court 
who forced me to do this, who was 
behind it, and here I am in court 
for murder.” 

Defense attorney Michael 
Conway asked ‘‘did you commit 
these murders? were you there 
that night?” Drollinger answered 
“no” and added ''this is not a 
rehearsed testimony. I'm just 
telling it like it is.” 

Drollinger said, in answer to a 
question by Conway, that Smith 
was at the Drollinger house when 
he went to bed but when he got 
up, Smith was in the front room. 
He also said Smith knew where 
the Blazer keys were. 

Then Parke County Prosecutor 
Clelland Hanner took over and 
opened with ‘‘Roger, do you 
actually believe this story you told 
the jury?” Drollinger said he did, 
then in a booming voice with 
rapid fire questioning. Clelland 
began his cross examination. 

Hanner asked if Drollinger 
thought Smith did all these things 
and then tried to blame it on him. 
Drollinger answering by saying 
Smith told he was involved but he 
didn't know if that was true. ''Did 
Smith drive the Blazer that 


night?” asked Hanner. Drollinger 
said ‘‘your guess is as good as 


mine, I wasn't there. 


told them he rather Smith not go, | 


telling the 


jury, he was} 


“‘supervising’’ Smith at the time. | 
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Asked about guns, Drollinger 
said he never owned any, never 
shot a dog and had not seen the 
three murder weapons until they 
were brought into the courtroom. 
Hanner asked him about the 
statutory rape charge filed by 
Cathy Drollinger's father when 
she was 13 and before they were 
married. Drollinger said he 
supposed he was guilty of that, 
*under the law." On the drug 
charges he said he was trying to 
get out of the drug business, but 
had got drugs for Rhoades. He 
said he had been trying to quit the 
drug business and move to 


Arizona, but was arrested for 
selling drugs about two" weeks 
after his decision. 

Hanner quizzed him about the 
statement to Lowie and read the 
part which said ‘I’m a farm boy 
who just. wants io make a living, 
kiss my wife goodbye in the 
morning, do a hard day's work 
and come home at night." 
Drollinger said ‘‘that sounds like 
something I would say." Asked 
about the part which read ''just 
because I stumbled onto some 
people killing other people I'll 
have to spend the rest of my life 
in jail," Drollinger said ''I would 
not and did not say that, find out 
who Lowie is a friend of and it 
might explain this.” 


In answer to a question, 
said he ` started 
working with the FBI early in 
1975. Prior to going to prison the 
time he said he gave 
information to the FBI about the 
county drug operation because he 
was afraid he would be set up and 
forced to sell drugs, ''which is 
what happened." He said he 
worked with the FBI to get 
protection for his family and he 
had been shot at and threatened. 
He added that he had been told 
his daughter would be killed if he 
didn't drop a $450,000 law suit he 
had filed against Detective 
Swenke charging him with 
harassment. He said he started 
dealing in drugs in November of 
1975 after being confronted by 
Swenke. 


Speaking of Smith and Stone- 
braker, Drollinger said they ‘‘had 
a wild nature about them which I 
didn't hold against them.’’ Asked 
about the assault charge against 


him for throwing concrete blocks | 


at a motorcyclist in Boone 
County, Drollinger said he 
pleaded guilty to the charge but 
only because he was told if he 
didn’t his wife would have to 
testify and she would be charged 
with perjury. He said he did not 
throw the blocks and did not 
actually admit to it. Hanner 
laughed out loud and said ''You 
pleaded guilty to something you 
didn’t do and your lawyer helped 
evade the actual question of 
guilt?" Drollinger said ''It's in 
the record.” 

Under questioning, Drollinger 
said he did not actually call the 


FBI from Jeffersonville, Indiana, | 


but had called his father who got 
in touch with agent Mullins. 
"Roger" said Hanner, ''You 
didn't have any conversation with 


Mullins personally did you?” | 


Drollinger said no. 
Drollinger said he arranged 


with Stanton to pick him up at | 


Jeffersonville, Indiana and put 
him in a hotel with his wife and 
gave other conditions of his 
surrender. He said Stanton 
arranged for TV coverage of his 
surrender because he (Drollinger) 


had been told he was going to be | 


shot on sight. ''Who would shoot 


_ you Roger?” asked Hanner. ''The 


police” said Drollinger. “ʻI saw a 
statement on a wanted poster 
which claimed I had said I would 
not be taken alive and was armed 


and Smith took assumed names | 
and applied for new Social | — 
Security numbers. 


On March 9,  Drollinger bu 


and dangerous.”’ J 
‘“‘Weren’t you armed?” asked p 
Hanner. Drollinger said he had e 
thrown away his gun when he [- 

walked into Indiana. 

In regard to testimony by 
Stonebraker's sister, Drollinger | - 
said he did not point out the road 
to the Spencer home. He said he 
had read about the murders and 
when they were driving through |~ 
Parke County he had pointed to |. — 
an area and said he thought this | — 

| was Hollandsburg. He said they 
were actually in Bellmore. T 

Asked if Rhoades and Stone- ——- 
braker were partners of his in | — 
drugs, Drollinger said yes. He 
said Rhoades was a friend ''until $: 
he got up here and made a deal.” 
Asked if Stonebraker and Wright | — 
had lied to the jury, Drollinger | 
said yes. [5 

Asked about Mrs. Spencer's | 
pointing him out, Drollinger said 
the police had drilled her so much | 
‘she thinks what she was told is 
true." He added ''she also said 
three were at the house until two 
weeks before the trial and she 
suddenly knows me.”’ 

Going back to the drug traffic, 
Drollinger told the jury that one of 
the Lyons boys was a driver for 
him when he delivered dope, 
"which I did for Swenke." 
Drollinger said another detective 
named Peterman told him to |” 
either sell drugs or be sent back 
to prison “Im here," said 
Drollinger “‘because Stonebraker 
got into something and knows 
Montgomery County would do 
anything to get me.” f 

Hanner asked Drollinger about 
buying shotgun shells in Wingate 
and he denied it. Drollinger said 
Smith went in and bought the ` 
shells and he came in later. Asked 
about Morris McCullough’s testi- 
mony that Drollinger had bought 
the shells, the defendant said 

McCullough had a grudge against 
him because in 1973, ‘‘when I was 
a bit wilder” he rode his 
motorcycle through McCul- 
lough’s yard. He added ''some 
people got a dis'iking for me." 
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Asked if State Police Detective 
Lloyd Heck had anything against 
him, Drollinger said no. Then he 
added ''Heck made me an offer to 
plead guilty to the murder 
charges and said I would get a 10 
to 15 year sentence, concurrent 
with the drug sentence.’’ Heck, 
sitting at the prosecution table, 
started laughing. Drollinger said 
he told Heck “No sir, I’m 
innocent and won't plead guilty.” 

Under questioning by Hanner, 
Drollinger said that while at the 
Waynetown laundromat, Stone- 
braker had come by and borrowed 
the Blazer to go hide some guns. 
He said Stonebraker told him he 
and Wright had stolen guns and 
shells, but he (Drollinger) told 
Stonebraker to ‘‘get out, I don’t 
want them around me.”’ He then 
said he thought he had seen the 
J.C. Penney shotgun at Smith's 
house once, 

Hanner asked if Drollinger had 
read the book ‘‘In Cold Blood"' by 
Truman Capote, the story of the 


(Continued On Page Three) 


Hanner began cross examina- 
tion by asking Drollinger where 
he had worked on top secret 
government projects and Drol- 
linger said at the DuPont plant at 
Newport. Hanner asked him if all 
employees there didn’t have to 
have security clearance and 
Drollinger said he supposed so. 

Hanner then asked where the 
elder Drollinger was the after- 
noon of February 13 and he said 
he was at home and also there 
was Roger, Cathy and Smith. He 
said Stonebraker might have been 
there. Asked about Wright, 
Drollinger said he wouldn't know 
Wright if he saw him: 

The witness said that on the 
night of February 13 he had 
invited Roger to go to church with 
him but was told he couldn’t 
because he had to see his lawyer. 
Asked if he had ever looked under 
the baby bed in his son’s room, 
Drollinger said he had but had 
seen nothing. ‘‘Did you ever look 
in the bed?” asked Hanner. 
Drollinger said he had when he 
had lain the baby in it. He said he 
never saw any gun that his son 
owned and when asked about 


shotgun shells in the deep freeze, 
T he said ‘‘Not to my knowledge.’’ 


Hanner asked if Drollinger 
Terry and he 
answered that he did and Terry 
was ''a fine Christian." Hanner 
asked if he remembered telling 
Terry that he didn't know when 
Roger got in the night of the 
murders, Drollinger said he 
didn't recall. ‘‘Didn’t you and 
Roger get into it because he came 
in so late?’ asked Hanner. 
Drollinger said he didn't recall. 

The defendant's father said he 
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drove the Blazer ''off and on" 
during February and never saw 
any guns. Asked if he had seen 
Roger or any of the other men 
target practice with guns at the 
farm, Drollinger said no, that he 
didn't allow that on his farm. 
Hanner asked Drollinger if he 
had hidden the Blazer at the farm 
after his son was arrested and he 
said no. 
*( q 
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In cross examination, Conway 


asked Drollinger ‘‘To your 
knowledge did your son come in 


bewreen 5 and 5:30 a.m. the! 


morning of February 14?" 
Drollinger said he had no 
knowledge of that. 

Next on the stand was 17 year 
old Cathy Drollinger, wife of the 
defendant. She said they had 
three children, Amy 3, Angie 2, 
and Roger Clay 1. She added that 
her husband had one child by a 
previous marriage. 

Mrs. Drollinger backed up her 
husband’s story about activity at 
the laundromat. She said that 
when they went home, Stanton 
called Drollinger and he left about 
8 p.m. with Smith in the Blazer. 
After they left, she said Stanton 
called again about 8:30 p.m. to 
see if Drollinger was coming. 

She testified that her husband 
came home and woke her when he 
was putting Amy into the crib and 
asked what time it was. She said 
she looked at the clock and saw it 
was prior to midnight. She said 
she noticed because Roger’s 
parents wanted them to be home 
before midnight. 

Mrs.  Drollinger said her 
husband put his clothes on the 
end of the bed and the next 
morning she saw no blood on 
them or the bed. She said when 
she wakened at 7:30 a.m. her 
husband was in bed with her. 

Mrs. Drollinger told the jury 


that she heard no talk between | 


Drollinger, Wright, Stonebraker, 
or Smith about murders, burning 
clothes, the composites or 
anything else about the incident 
at Hollandsburg. 


Asked if she was absolutely 
certain that her husband was 
home before midnight Mrs. 
Drollinger said she was. 

Hanner took over questioning 
in a gentle, almost solicitous 
manner. Mrs. Drollinger said she 
was married at age 13 and had 
finished the eighth grade. She 
said she had met her husband 
when he stayed with the David 
Smith family in August of 1973 in 
Wingate. She said they were 
married in December 1973, when 
she was 13 and he was 21. 
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She said she didn't know 
Wright very well but knew Smith 
and Stonebraker very well. 

Asked how many guns her 
husband owned, she said ''none 
that I know of.’’ Asked if she had 
ever looked under the baby crib, 
she said she had not. Said 
Hanner, ‘‘could there had been 
something under the crib and you 
didn't know?” Mrs. Drollinger 
said she supposed so. She also 
said she had not seen any one 
target practicing at the farm. 

Hanner asked her about a 
conversation with .a Thelma 
Wilson about the time the arrest 
warrants were issued and asked if 
Mrs. Wilson had not told her she 
should cooperate with the police. 
Mrs. Drollinger said she didn’t 
remember that. Hanner then 
asked if Mrs. Wilson asked where 
Drollinger was the night of the 
murders and was told that Cathy 
and Roger went to the movies. 
Mrs. Drollinger said she might 
have said that, but would have 
said it without thinking about it 
because they went to a lot of 
movies. 

Hanner asked if Mrs. Drol- 
linger was real close to her 
husband and was told yes. He 


) then asked if Drollinger had told 


her where he was going when he 
left the state or if she knew before 
he left that he had stayed with 


72 Smith at Mrs. Claycomb's trailer. 


She said no to both questions as 
she did when questioned if she 
ever saw any shotgun shells in the 


~ freezer. Asked if her husband and 


father-in-law fought and once the 
sheriff had to be called, Mrs. 
Drollinger said ‘‘not that I know 
of.” 

Questioned again about the 
time her husband's arrival home 
Mrs. Drollinger said ''both hands 


“were between the 9:00 and the 


12:00.” 

Hanner then asked that if after 
the warrants were 
March 9 if Mrs. Drollinger had 
talked to Connie Adler and told 


issued on) 


murdering of a farm family. 
Drollinger said he had not. 
Hanner produced a copy of the 
book but Drollinger said he had 
never seen it before. (Although 
not stated in court, the book was 
reportedly found in Drollinger's 
cell at the Crawfordsville jail with 
passages underlined.) 

Conway then moved for a 
mistrial, saying Hanner was 
trying to confuse the jury. The 
motion was overruled by Judge 
Bade. 

"Are you saying’’ asked 
Hanner, ''These witnesses who 
have come here to testify about 
your part in these murders have 
all been incorrect?" Drollinger 
answered ‘‘Few who testified 
here were correct and Mrs. 
Spencer was incorrect when she 
said I was there.’’ He added ‘‘The 
only people who have actually 
accused me of murder were just 
people who have been made deals 
with. You know you (Hanner) 
made sure none of Rhoades past 
was brought up and he is lying in 
some things. Debbie Birdsong is 
lying to save Rhoades.” 

Asked what Heck had against 
him since he filed the charges, 
Drolinger said "Heck was 
misinformed and doesn't really 


her she didn't know where her 
husband was that night because 
he didn't get in until 5:00 or 5:30 
a.m. Mrs. Drollinger said she 
wouldn't have told anyone that 
because she knew what time he 
got in. 
Hanner questioned the witness 
as to whether prior to the 
televised surrender of her 
husband if she had ever told 
anyone that her husband was in 
bed with her that night. She said 
she didn't remember. “Wasn't 
the first time you mentioned it. 
after the television interview?” 


Hanner asked. She replied ‘‘I’ve 
learned from experience not to 
talk about things. I didn't think 
about it before.” 

Said Hanner ''did you think 
better after your memory was 
prodded and it was suggested to 
you?” She said no and added *'I 
didn't think about it at the time 
because I knew Roger didn't do it 
and thought they would drop the 
charges after he was arrested." 

‘You also said he wasn't guilty 
of the drug charges didn't you?” 
asked Hanner. She replied ‘‘He 
was not guilty, by reason of 
entrapment.” 

Almost 
asked ''| assume you can tell 
time?” Mrs. Drollinger said yes, 

she could. Hanner said ''About 
the only thing you can remember 
is that Roger was home in bed 
with you that night. I asked you 
several questions and you haven't 
been able to remember very well. 
Why do you remember that 
day?” 

Mrs. Drollinger answered with 
“because I knew I was going to 
have to memorize that day 
because of the charges.” Said 
Hanner ''and you thought on 
March 9 you had better get to 
memorizing but prior to that you 
weren't worried?” There was no 
answer. 

The defense resumed on 
Tuesday and called Nile Stanton 

to the stand. Stanton said he had 
met Drollinger in March of 1975 
and saw him rather frequently at 
the Lew Wallace Inn during 
Drollinger's drug trial. 


off handed  Hanner 


y 


believe I did it, but Stonebraker 
and Wright told him I did it.” 

I c. a't understand Drollinger 
continued ''Why Mrs. Spencer 
pointed me out. Several others 
were picked up and identified by 
iher but were released.” 


The defense began presenting 
its evidence on Monday morning. 
First to be called was Nathan 
Drollinger, 57, — Waynetown, 
father of the defendant. The elder 
Drollinger said he was a retired 
farmer and had worked on two top 
secret projects for the govern- 
ment. He said he had two 
daughters in addition to his son 

| Roger. Drollinger said that at 
around 7 p.m. on February 13 he 
and his wife left their home to 
attend services at Yeddo Baptist 
Church. When they left, he 
testified, that Roger, his wife 
Cathy, and their children were at 
the house. He said the next time 
he saw his son was Monday at 8 
a.m. when he got up. Asked if he 
noticed any change of attitude or 
unusual reaction in his son from 
the previous day, Drollinger said 
no. 
The elder Drollinger testified 
that there were two sets of keys to 
the Blazer, one of which was kept 
in the vehicle. He said it might be 
considered unusual since it gave 
any number of people access to 
the truck. 

He told the jury that Smith had 
been employed at the farm along 
with a number of other young 
men at one time or another. He 
said all had driven the Blazer. 

Through questioning, Drol- 
linger said he never saw any 
sawed-off portions of gun barrels 
in his workshop and was in 
Roger’s room quite often but did 
not ever see any shotguns, rifles 
or pistols. He also said he never 
saw any shotgun shells in the 
freezer, which was in Roger's 
bedroom. Asked if he thought 
any of the composite sketches 
released by police were similar to 
the way his son looked on 
February 13, Drollinger said no, 
he did not. 


The lawyer said he vividly 
remembered one such meeting on 
February 6 when he was at the 
motel with Drollinger, Stone- 
braker, his assistant Judy 
Kirkland, another person he 
could not recall. Stanton said 
someone had made a disparaging 
remark about someone else and 
Wright stood as if holding a gun 
in his hand and said ''I wish I had 
my (could not remember name) 
shotgun Id blow the S.O.B. 
away.” Stanton said he looked at 
Drollinger and Drollinger was 
"somewhat concerned and dis- 
tressed and it had obviously 
bothered him.” He said he saw 
no response in Stonebraker but 
that Stonebraker was ‘‘stoned 
high.” Stanton said every time he 
saw Stonebraker he was 
“stoned.” 

Stanton said he called the 
Drollinger house between 5:30 
and 6 p.m. on February 13 to set 
up a meeting with Drollinger. He 
said he waited a couple of hours, 
then called again and was told 
Drollinger had just left. He said 
his client arrived at the motel 
about 8 or 8:30 p.m. and stayed 2 
or 2% hours. 

The lawyer confirmed Drol- 
linger's version of the parole 
hearing, adding he had called and 
asked for a continuance but was 
told it would not be postponed. 

Drollinger, according to Stan- 
ton, contacted him on April 4 and 
asked if first degree murder was a 
bailable offense and what the 
penalty was, because he was 
thinking of turning himself in. 
Stanton said he told Drollinger he 
thought Drollinger had an 
obligation to do that. 

Stanton said Drollinger called 
back a half hour later and asked if 
he could arrange for him to have a 
weekend with his wife before the 
surrender. Stanton told him he 
could and then drove downstate 

and picked up Drollinger outside 
the Faith Assembly Church in 
Clarksville, Indiana. Stanton said 
the; came back to Indianapolis 
and he put Drollinger in Room 
824 of Stouffer’s Inn and on 

Monday Drollinger surrendered. 
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very few options. He said he 
could say no and maybe never see 
Drollinger again, he could say yes 


did not feel any legal obligation to 
turn Droilinger in to authorities as 
soon as he knew where Drollinger 


l in Indianapolis. Asked by Hanner 


if Roger Drollinger had worked 
with them any time 


from — 


later. Mullins said the FBI office 
then got two calls from two TV 
stations wanting to confirm the 
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| conditions, Stanton said he had When asked, Stanton said he Mullins, an FBI agent stationed E Stanton said he would call back rp eT was Connie 


Adler of Crawfordsville who said 
she knew Roger and Cathy 
Drollinger. She testified that she 


but be lying and he had never lied! _was because of the lawyer-client November of 1975 until that day report that Drollinger would called Cathy after Stonebraker 
» to a client, or he could say yes and relationship. Commented Dowd on drug matters, Mullins said | surrender shortly. ‘‘It dawned on was aede and the warrant 
mean it. So you thought the thing to do “Absolutely not. The FBI is not | us that  Drollinger was in issued for Drollinger. She said 


Stanton said he subsequently 
called the FBI and told them to 
“cool things," that Drollinger 


would surrender on Monday or 


Tuesday. He said FBI agents said 
they would go along with the 


was put a man charged with four 
counts of first degree murder up 
at Stouffer's for three days at 
your expense?” Said Stanton 
"His parents picked up the tab 
later.” 
During the 


one part of 


charged with drug violation 
matters.” Asked if Drollinger had 
talked to him about surrendering, 
Mullins again said .‘‘Absolutely 
not.” 

Mullins said he did go to 
Nathan Drollinger’s house on 


Stanton's office” said Mullins 
and agents started to leave for the 
office when Drollinger called FBI 
headquarters and said he would 
surrender and where he was. 
“When we arrived at Stanton's 
office'' said Mullins, ‘‘we saw the 


she asked if “Roger could have 
done this." She testified that 
Cathy Drollinger replied *'I don't 
know where he was or who he was 
with that night.” 

Last of the rebuttal witnesses 
was State Police detective Lloyd 


plan. questioning Stanton charged that April 8 and the itive TV camera crews and realized we i 
: ; mange! fu fied he had 
ur said ae i xd m. he ua, ^ a had ''fabricated ui E - called but TN to had been deceived.’’ Mullins P Md d Ei e m i 7 
ger s evidence and there was no talk to Mullins personally. testified that when he rode up in any kind of a bargain with 


reported statement to FBI agent 
Lowie was when he read it in an 
Indianapolis newspaper last 
week. He said Lowie ''must be 
hard of hearing, or is a liar. That 
was a vicious lie.’’ Stanton said as 
a defense lawyer he would never 
let a client incriminate himself 
like that, that if he started to he 
would yell ''shut up" or “‘hit 
them in the mouth." Stanton said 
he was absolutely positive the 
part of the statement about 
stumbling onto people killing 
people was never said. 

Deputy Prosecutor John Dowd 
handled the questioning of 
Stanton for the state. He asked if 
Drollinger had said he was at the 
motel with Stanton for only one 
hour if he would have been 
wrong. Stanton said “I think he 
would have been wrong.” 

Dowd asked Stanton why he 
was so sure of the time Drollinger 
left the motel that night and if he 
(Stanton) was waiting on anybody 
else. Stanton hesitated a long 
time and finally said yes. Asked 
Dowd ''Male or female?” The 
defense objected that objection 
was sustained, so the question 
remained unanswered. 

Questioning continued and 
Stanton said Drollinger asked for 
the televised press conference 
and when asked by Dowd if he 
(Stanton) had prepared Drol- 
linger’s speech, the lawyer said 
"No way. It was consistent with 
what Roger told me on the way to 
Indianapolis.’’ 
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question that some of the 
evidence was defiritely fabri- 
cated.” (Outside the courtroom, 
Stanton told reporters he felt that 
there was fabrication in Mrs. 
Spencer’s description of Drol- 
linger the night of the murders 
and that the FBI had lied in 
regard to the conditions of the 
surrender.) 

Dowd asked Stanton to show 
the jury how Wright had held his 
imaginary shotgun that night at 
the motel, saying ‘‘Let me hand 
you a gun to show us.” Stanton 
said he didn't want to hold a gun 
but showed the jury, his right 
hand playing the part of the 
trigger finger hand. 

When the defense came back 
Conway asked Stanton if he knew 
if Wright was left or right 
handed. And Stanton said he 
didn't know. Conway said Wright 
was left handed. Stanton said he 
couldn't remember precisely how 
Wright held the gun but was 
doing it as if he were holding the 
gun. 

The defense rested its case at 
11:05 a.m. 

After lunch, the prosecution 
called four rebuttal witnesses. 

First to the stand was John 
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Mullins said that on April 9 
Nathan Drollinger called and said 
he had information that Cathy 
had been picked up and taken 
somewhere but he did not know 
where. 

Mullins said he heard through 
Nathan Drollinger that Stanton 
had heard from Roger. When 
contacted by Mullins, Stanton 
said he had heard from the 
fugitive but he had no idea where 
he was or if Drollinger would 
contact him again. Mullins said 
Stanton told him that if Drollinger 
called again the lawyer would try 
to get him to surrender. Added 
Mullins, ''We were fearful that 
someone would see Drollinger 
and afford him the opportunity 
not to be here today.” 


Stanton, according to Mullins, 
called the FBI on a Monday and 
said Drollinger had contacted him 
but he had no idea where he was. 
Stanton supposedly asked the FBI 
to have an airplane ready to 
travel, with the indication they 
were to fly some where to pick 
Drollinger up. Stanton, Mullins 
said also gave some conditions of 
surrender including that the 
Federal charges of unlawful flight 
would not be dismissed. So 
Drollinger could be kept in 
federal custody, that he be 
housed as a federal prisoner in 
Marion County jail and that some 
charges affecting his wife be 
dropped. 


the Federal Building elevator 
with Drollinger, Stanton, and 
other agents, he heard the first 
part of the ‘‘just a farm boy" 
statement but did not hear the 
last part. He said that after they 


got off the elevator agent Lowie 
told him what Drollinger had said 
about stumbling onto some 
people killing some people. 

Conway asked Mullins if 
Drollinger had ever come to the 
FBI office and the agent said he 
and Nathan Drollinger came once 
in connection with a civil rights 
action, charging he was being 
harassed by police officers. 

Hanner came back with a 
question to which Mullins 
answered that the  Drollinger 
statement included a long history 
of alleged harassment starting in 
1971 when he was denied a high 
schoo! letter jacket. 

The prosecution called James 
Terry of Wallace to the stand. He 
said he had met Nathan 
Drollinger when the elder 
Drollinger joined Yeddo Baptist 
Church three or four years ago. 
Terry recalled an incident when 
Nathan and his wife and Terry 
and his wife were in the kitchen of 
the Terry home during the hunt 
for Drollinger’s son. Terry said 
his wife asked Nathan if ''Roger 
could have done it?’’ Terry said 
Nathan replied ‘‘I don’t know, he 
didn’t get home until 5 a.m.” 


Drollinger about pleading guilty 
to the murder charge. 


th Found Guilt 


Over 2 Hours 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Dick Robinson, 
an investigative reporter for the 
Crawfordsville Journal-Review, will 
cover the David Smith murder trial 
for The Star. Robinson, an award- 
winning writer who has covered nu- 
merous trials, also reported on the 
Roger Drollinger trial for The Star. 
Robinson has done extensive in- 
vestigation on the  Hollandsburg 
murder case. He will file daily re- 
ports thoughout the trial. 
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By DICK ROBINSON 


ing to about 50 witnesses over a seven- 


ury Out Just 


The message stated there was a misun- 
derstanding over the judge's instruc- 
tions. Hanner said he was nervous when 
he learned the jury was returning to the 
courtroom to listen to final instructions 
a second time. The reading was delayed 
while Jasper County Sheriff's deputies 
and state troopers returned Smith to the 
courthouse from the jail where he was 
taken while the jury was deliberating. 

Judge Kanne said, although there was 
confusion only over one instruction, 
state law requires that he re-read the 
entire list of instructions. The second 


reading took 25 minutes. Judge Kanne | 


refused to say which instruction gave 
the jury trouble. It was reported later 


the jury was confused over the distinc- | 


Mrs. Spencer ana ner nuspand, Keith. 


lhad been on pins and needles all after- 


noon awaiting the verdict. Both Spen- 
cers, according to the officer. were 
elated over the news. Mrs. Spencer is 
quoted as saying, "l am especially 
pleased the people of Jasper County 
believed me and the other witnesses." 

Smith's mother, Mrs. Lois Lyons of 
Wingate, was in the courtroom to hear 
the verdict. After hearing it. she sat 
quietly waiting for a chance to visit with 


l her son. She did not appear to be crying. 


Smith is the second person in the case 
to be convicted of murdering the four 
Parke County youths. Last month in 


ZBlackford Circuit Court in Hartford 
? City, Roger Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, 


4s CLrid vommunity Affairs Effa 


ES 4 
Smith’s court-appointed attorney, 
John Capper of Crawfordsville, had 
listed his client among 60 possible wit- 
nesses that could be called by the de- 5 
fense. Capper called only six witnesses 
and Smith did not take the witness 


'stand. Hanner, who is a dynamic and 


powerful courtroom lawyer, had his own 
opinion why Smith did not testify. ‘‘If 
Smith had gotten on the witness stand. 
he would have been torn apart," Hanner 
said. "Under a heavy cross-examina- 
tion, he would have broken down and 
admitted it.” 

It took Parke County deputy prose- 
cutor John Dowd about 45 minutes to 
complete his presentation. He told the 


jury much had been said about Roger 
Drollinger during Smith's trial, but, 
“Drollinger is not on trial here because 
T he is on his way to prison." Dowd went 
through a long list of witnesses, explain- 
ing what each contributed to the 
prosecution's case. He reminded the 
jury Smith's own psychiatrist #aid, “He 
(Smith) is not reformed and would kill 
again if he was back on the street." 
Dowd concluded his remarks saying, 
"David Smith looks young as he sits 
here today He is 18 years old and he has 
hada haircut. David Smith killed a boy 
14 years old and helped to kill a 16 and 


tion between first degree murder and 
second degree murder in regard to 
malice and forethought. Malice and 
forethought are two elements in de- 
‘termining the particular degree of a 
crime. 

For the first time, Smith appeared in 
| shackles in the courtroom Thursday. 
Although Smith cried.and was visibly 
shaken a couple times during the trial, 
he showed no sign of emotion as he stood 
to hear the verdict. 

Betty Spencer, mother and step- 
mother of the four victims, who was 
wounded in the shooting on Feb. 14, 


2 was found guilty on four counts of first 
degree murder. Two other suspects in 
the case. Michael Wright, 22, 
Crawfordsville. and Daniel Stonebraker. 
21, Darlington. are yet to stand trial. 
Wright is scheduled to appear in Daviess 

| Circuit Court at Washington, Ind. 

When asked if he felt the verdict here 
would influence the two remaining 
cases, Hanner said he didn't know. He 
explained that Wright and Stonebraker 
had been offered a deal of 1 count of first 
degree murder and 3-counts of second 
degree murder if they testified at the! 

Í Drollinger trial. Both co-defendants re- 


Court jury two hours and 10 minutes to 
find David Wayne Smith, 18, Wingate. 
guilty on four counts of first degree 
murder. 
Smith became the second Montgom- 
ery County man to be found guilty of the 
Feb. 14 shotgun slayings at 
Hollandsburg of Raymond, Ralph and 
Reeve Spencer, and their stepbrother, 
Greg Brooks. A jury of seven women 
and five men started deliberating the ^ 
evidence at 2:10 p.m. Thursday. It was 
an anxious moment for Parke County 
3 Prosecutor Clelland Hanner just two | 
"hours later when the jury sent a 


i Star Correspondent 
RENSSELAER, Ind. — After listen- 
day period, it took a Jasper Circuit 


M message to Judge Michael S. Kanne. 


- 


| learned of the guilty verdict within i 


minutes after it was returned. The state 
police officer who spoke with her said 


T d 


fused the offer. ''You saw how that trial 
came out, and they still are not in- 
terested in any deal," Hanner said. 


; age he is as he sits here today.” 


17 year old. They will never reach the 


Don't throw away the key," said 
Smith's co-counsel, Edward Dumas of 
Rensselaer, as he appealed to the jury to 
bring in a guilty verdict, but for some- 
thing less than the first degree murder 
with its life imprisonment penalty. The 


! ifüth is classitiéd as 
a “borderline retard” and was under the 
strong influence of Drollinger at the 
time of the killings. Dumas said he felt 
“guilty of voluntary manslaughter with 
2 to 21 years in prison" as proper 
punishment. 

Capper described Drollinger as one of 
the most evil and despicable persons 
ever tó walk in Indiana. Capper dis- 
cussed all elements in his presentation. 
He pointed out that Smith never did 
anything alone and Roger Drollinger 
always was nearby. 


Capper and Dumas could barely get to | — 
their feet to object fast enough when f 


Jasper County deputy prosecutor E. 


Duane Daugherty, who assisted Hanner, | 


mentioned the novel “In Cold Blood" in 
his final argument. Judge Kanne sus- 
tained the objection. The novel had 
figured in a minor way in Drollinger's 


"smith's. 


"Roger Drollinger was no good, and 
his is his lieutenant. This is his number 
two man and he's no good," said Han- 
‘ner, pointing his finger at the defendant. 
Hanner reminded the jury three of the 
dead youths will never reach their 18th 


birthday because of Smith. The prose- — 


eutor had said several times the jury 


might be reluctant to return a guilty | 
verdict because of Smith's age and 
youthful appearance. The prosecutor | 
summarized his case in 45 minutes, | 


showing pictures of the victims as well 
as the three sawed-off shotguns. 


Only a handful of reporters and spec-) 


tators were on hand to hear the verdict. 
Judge Kanne ordered the probation de- 
partment to make a pre-sentence report 
and set sentencing for Oct. 27. 


masked or disguised when he entered | 


. but had not been mentioned in 2: 


Remorse at being caug 


Psychiatrist Sa 


Jurors To 


vs. 


Editors ote: Kobinson, 
vestigative reporter for the 
Crawfordsville Journal-Review, will 
cover the David Smith murder trial for 
The Star. Robinson, an award-winning 
writer who has covered numerous trials, 
also reported on the Roger Drollinger 


! trial for The Star. Robinson has done 


extensive investigation on the 
Hollandsburg murder case. He will file 


dailv reports thoughout the trial. 


By DICK ROBINSON 
Star Correspondent 


RENSSELAER, Ind. — David Wayne 
Smith, 18-year-old accused mass 
murderer was sane during the early 
morning hours of Feb. 14 when he and 
three other Montgomery County men 
invaded the home of Keith and Betty 
Spencer at Hollandsburg and shotgunned 
to death four Parke County brothers and 
the teen-ager did know right from 
wrong, according to a court-appointed 
psychiatrist, who said it was his opinion 
Smith would give consideration to re- 
peating the act if the time was right. 


Action in Jasper Circuit Court in the 
last day of testimony was limited to 
comments by Dr. Richard Rahdert of 
Lafayette, Ind. Judge Michael Kanne 
indicated the case would go to the jury 
Thursday after final arguments and 
instructions to the jurors. 
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Dr. Rahdert, a practicing psy- 
chiatrist, examined Smith on two occa- 
sions. The first meeting was in early 
June to determine if Smith was capable 


~ of standing trial and participating in his 


own defense. The second meeting was 
Sept. 8 when the psychiatrist examined 
ithe Wingate teen-ager. 


Rahdert was the third psychiatrist in © 
the Smith murder trial. Another psy- | 
Scilatrist hired by Smith's court-ap- 
pointed attorney, 
€ Crawfordsville, testified Tuesday the 
accused was greatly influenced by an- | 


John Capper of 


jother co-defendant, Roger Drollinger, 
24, Waynetown. Drollinger was con- 


5victed last month in Blackford Circuit 


Court for his part in the slaying of 
Ralph, Reeve and Raymond Spencer and 
their stepbrother, Greg Brooks. Two 


other co-defendants, Michael Wright of f 


? Crawfordsville and Daniel Stonebraker 
of Darlington, also face four counts of 


“term to describe Smit 


i i | Case Thursday 
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. The doctors | 
tests given Smith indicate he is low in 

book learning skills, but normal inj 
performance-type skills. The youth 

could have been involved in a normal! 
classroom situation and not classified as 
one requiring special education. 


Another court-appointed psychiatrist, 


quences of his acts, but lacks the ability | 
to perform the requirements of the law. 
It is Dr. Rahdert's opinion Smith did 
know right from wrong and could have 


- pulled away from the gang at any time. 


In direct conflict with Dr. Evans’ testi- 
mony, Dr. Rahdert said he believed: 
Smith does have the capacity to conform 
to law. “He was not of unsound mind on 
Feb. 14," Dr. Rahdert said. | 
Smith knew he was going to partici- 
pate in a killing because he was not 


first degree murder and will be tried in!” 


| separate counties before the end of the | — 
| year. Smith has pleaded innocent to the .- 


charges by reason of insanity. 


The defense-hired psychiatrist, Dr. 
Edward Stuntz, described Smith as a 
"borderline retarded person." Dr. 
Rahdert's assessment of Smith is that 
the youth is a ‘‘low-normal mental type 
person" or a ''borderline retard." Both 

ors used the same "borderline" | 


the house, knowing full well there would 
not be a witness, according to Dr. 
Rahdert. 

Parke County prosecuting attorney 
Clelland Hanner related to Dr. Rahdert 


a portion of the testimony given last © 


week by witness Linda Claycomb of 
Wingate. Mrs. Claycomb drove Smith 
and Drollinger to Florida last spring 
before they could be arrested on the 
murder charges. She testified that 
Drollinger wanted to rob a service sta- 
tion in the South and Smith was 
agreeablé. Smith is quoted as saying. 
"There won't be any witnesses, this 
time.” 

Dr. Rahdert’s assessment of Smith’s 
comment is “He (Smith) well under- 
stood what he was doing on Feb. 14 and 
had a good recall. He understood the 
probable consequences if he did get 
caught." The doctor concluded his re- 
marks saying, "He (Smith) would give 
consideration to repeating the acts if the 
time was right.” 

Dr. Stuntz said there was the possi- 
bility Smith would repeat the acts if he 
were under the same type of influence. 
Both psychiatrists said Smith was under 
the influence of Drollinger at the time of 
the killings. 

Dr. Rahdert said he tried to avoid 
attaching labels to persons because each 
is an individual. If Smith must be classi- 
fied, Dr. Rahdert said he would describe 
his as one possessing an early form of an 
anti-social personality and one who is 
dependent upon ‘‘group delinquency ac- 
tivity." The anti-social characteristic 
could be changed at Smith’s age, accord- 
ing to Dr. Rahdert, but he feels the 
youth needs to identify with a group. 
` Capper asked the psychiatrist if 
Smith’s feelings of guilt, depression and 
remorse since being arrested were 
taken into consideration in the eval- 
uation. Dr. Rahdert replied he had con- 
sidered all possible factors. He ex- 
plained, “His (Smith's) only remorse is 
having got caught." Smith is reportedly 
suffering from flashbacks- and night- 

d since the murders. Dr. Rahdert 
this is normal for persons involved 
or cais. 


o Dr. Rahdert, is a classical scription 
of a well-hardened person. Such persons 
are only concerned about themselves 
and are “not concerned how an act 
igħt go against the expectations of 
society,” Rahdert said. 

Dr. Rahdert concluded almost seven 


"days of testimony in which about 50 
persons took the witness stand and more 
than 100 


items were offered into 
evidence. Several items entered in the 
Drollinger trial were disallowed here. 


opportunity to address the jurors Thurs- 
day when final arguments start. Judge 
Kanne said he intends to give the jury 
final instructions Thursday afternoon. A 
jury of seven women and five men are 
expected to start deliberations some- 
time Thursday afternoon. 

Betty Kosta, the judge's ad- 
minstrative assistant, told The Star 
Wednesday afternoon the judge would 
tell the jurors their choices on each of 


the four murder charges would be: 


(1) not guilty by reason of insanity; 

(2) not guilty of first degree murder 
or any of the lesser included offenses; 

(3) guilty of the lesser included of- 
fense of involuntary manslaughter, to be 
punished by a prison term of not less 
than 1 nor more than 10 years; 

(4) guilty of lesser included offense of 
voluntary manslaughter, with a 2-21 
year prison term; 

(5) guilty of the lesser included of- 
fense of murder in the second degree, to 
be imprisoned from 15-25 years; 

(6) guilty of the lesser included of- 
fense of murder in the second degree 
and to be imprisoned for life, 

(7) guilty of murder in the first degree 
as charged and to be imprisoned for life. 


Decision in Smith c case 


to be 
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nt /ó-(23- P^ 


Jas 


Community Affairs File 


per jur 


Hanner and Capper will have one last | 


By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 
RENSSELAER, Ind. — A Jasper 
County jury was expected to begin de- 


?liberations Thursday in the first degree 


murder trial of David W. Smith, 18, | 
Wingate. 

Closing arguments of the prosecution 
and the state and instructions to the jury 
were expected Thursday morning and 
early afternoon. 

The jury of seven women and five men 
is to decide if Smith is guilty of four 
charges of first degree murder for the 
shotgun slayings of four Parke County 
brothers early St. Valentine’s Day. 

He has entered a plea of not guilty by 
reason of insanity at the time of the 
murders. 

The last of two court-appointed psy- 
chiatrists to testify, Dr. 
Rahdert of Lafayette, who was the only 
witness to take the stand Wednesday, 
said Smith was sane at the time of the 
murders. 

According to Rahdert’s testimony, in 
his opinion, Smith ‘‘was not of unsound 
mind on Feb. 14.” 

Rahdert said although Smith scored 
low on intelligence tests, he had no 


Richard | 


mental defect that would prevent him 
from distinguishing right from wrong. 
Smith knew he was going to partici- 
pate in a killing when he went into the 
rural home of Keith and Betty Jane 
Spencer on Feb. 14 because he was not 
masked or disguised, according to 


~ Rahdert. 


“He (Smith) would give consideration 
to repeating the acts if the time was 
right," the Rahdert told the jury. 

When asked by Smith’s court-ap- 
pointed attorney, John Capper of 


Crawfordsville, if he had taken into | 


consideration Smith’s feelings of guilty, 
depression and remorse since being ar- 
rested, Rahdert replied he had, saying, 
“His (Smith’s) only remorse is having 
got caught." The psychiatrist reported 


remorse at being caught is a classical | 


description of a well-hardened person. 
He described Smith as on “borderline 
retardation," adding he would not quali- 


fy for special education under Indiana | 
law. The psychiatrist said Smith scored | 
low on verbal questions in intelligence | 


testing, but was normal on practical 
tact] cece: 
Rahdert did 


ppo | 
apper to the extent that hd did say | 


Smith was under the influence on one of 


he four co-defendants, Roger Droll- | — 


inger, 24, Waynetown, who has already | 


been convicted of the murders. Droll- 
inger was portrayed as the ring leader of 
the accused murderers. 


The psychiatrist hired by the defense, | 
Dr. Edward Stuntz of Lafayette, said | 


Smith looked to Drollinger as a “‘charis- 
matic father figure." He told how Droll- 
inger had supplied Smith with alcohol 
and drugs for several years, with Smith 
capable of drinking 18 beers at one 


» sitting when he was 14 years old. 


Stuntz quoted Smith as saying, “He 


(Drollinger) showed me he really cared | 


for me and treated me like a son. He 


talked me into stealing and gave me 7 


ne 
not a substantial 


PALA 
Xe tw we 


duenced i the group he Ane a 

n and that he “was intermittently 
abl e and not able t to extricate himself 
from the group and their activities. 

The other psychiatrists had expressed 
similar findings on the group behavior. 

Both Capper and Parke County Prose- 
cutor Clelland Hanner were to give 
closing remarks to the jury members 
Thursday morning. 

Capper had refused to talk with the 
news media, but Hanner told The TRIB- 
UNE he felt the state's case had been 
thoroughly presented and he felt Smith 
had been shown to be “guilty.” 

A key witness for Hanner had been the 
sole survivor of the murders, Mrs. 
Spencer. She told how her son, Gregory 
Brooks, 22, and her three teen-aged 
stepsons, Ralph, Reeve and Raymond 
Spencer, were shotgunned to death by 
intruders in her home. She escaped by 
playing dead after two shots were fired 
at her. She identified Smith as one of the 
intruders. 

-Two other key witnesses for the prose- 
cution had been co-defendants Michael 
qum. , 22, Crawfordsville, and Danie 

onebraker, 21, Darlington, who gave 


their accounts of the murders. 


"ERU recommen, X 
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Tribune Staff Writer. X 


RENSSELAER; Ind. — Life imprison- 
men: was the. recommendation of a 


Jasper County jury for 18-year-old David ` 


Wayne Smith, found guilty Thursday of 


murdering four Parke County brothers 


last St. Valentine's Day. ..- ^ 


The jury of seven women and five men 
deliberated about two and a half hours to _ 


reach the verdict of guilty on four counts. 
of first degree murder, ..  ^—- 

À defense attorney, in. closing argu- 
ments, had asked the jury members to 
find Smith guilty of the lesser charge of 
voluntary manslaughter, which carries 
a 2-to-21 year prison sentence, if they 

ound him guilty of anything. 


Smith had entered a plea of not guilty 


by reason of insanity at the time of the 
murders. - Tpoecmyt. 

He is the second of four persons 
accused of the murders to be convicted, 
Co-defendant Roger Drollinger, 24, Way- 
netown, was convicted by a Blackford 
County jury last month and is to return 


there Monday for sentencing betore 


Judge Bruce Bade. 

Smith’s sentencing was set for n 27 
in Jasper County before Judge Michael 
Kanne. 

Conviction of a first degree dnurden 
charge carries a mandatory life sor 
tence, 

The Jasper County- jury Dok horë 


than twice the time the Blackford.Coun- 


ty jury did to reach the guilty verdict. 
Smith, who: had. cried a. couple of 
times during the testimony of the sole. 
survivor of the. Hollandsburg shotgun 
murders, Betty Jane Spencer, remained 
composed when the verdict was read. 


eri T. 


n for Smith 


the stand in his own defense. He evident- 
ly will be the only of the four accused of 
the murders to not tell his story, since 
the two others, Michael Wright, 2, 
Crawfordsville, and Daniel Stonebraker, 
21, Darlington, have testified for the 
prosecution in both trials, admitting 
their involvement and telling of 
Drollinger’s and Smith’s participation in 


| the murders. 


Smith's court-appointed attorney, 
John Capper IV. of Crawfordsville, had 
included Smith on the list of 60 possible 


G witnesses, but had called only six wit- 


nesses, not ineluding Smith. 
Capper did not discuss his reasoning 


putting 
-Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner, who presented the state’s case, 
had said previously he thought Smith 
would have to take the stand to soppor 
he defense's case. . < 


;..Hanner told The TRIBUNE he figure 
it Smith was “to make-any kind of 
passionate pleas for his own benefit, he 
nod take the stand, break down and 

er added he thought Smith 

Xem have done himself some good" by 

testifying to mac the sympathy of the- 
ury. 


Hanner pointed out, “though. ‘if Smith- th 
ad gone on the stand he would have had | 


o face cross-examination. He added ke 
eally didn’t know how Smith would 
react because the prosecution never had 
had the chance to talk with him. 
- He said before the verdict had been 
decided he was afraid the jury would ik 
influenced by Smith's age.: - 


- Capper, assisted by local counsel 
ward Dumas, had emphasized that 
Smith was young and impressionable. 
They had said Smith had looked to 
Drollinger as a father-figure and did 
whatever he asked. 

In the defense’s closing arguments, 
Capper said Drollinger was one of “the 
most evil, despicable persons that ever 
walked in Indiana” and portrayed Smith 
as merely a person:wi who bey Droll- 
in 

Soha "Dowd; : deputy : prosecutor ‘in 
Parke County, told the jury in his closing 
remarks: "David Smith looks young as 
he sits here today. He ig 18 years old and 
has had a haircut. David Smith killed a 
boy 14 years old and helped to kill a'16 
and 17-year-old. They will never reach 
the age he is as he sits here today.” 

Dowd had reminded the jury that 
Smith was on trial, not Drollinger who 
has already been convicted. 

"Roger Drollinger was no good and 
this is his lieutenant. This is his number 
two man and he's no good," Hanner told 
the jury. 

"He murdered in cold blood, un 
mercifully, and four young lives were 
wasted," Hanner said. Waiving a pistol 
in front of the jurors, Hanner" said, 
"Hopefully you won't give this gun back 
to this young man — is this the kind of 
‘man you want here in the streets of 

ensselaer?" 


Four life. ter 
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E OCT 168 1977 
By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 
HARTFORD CITY. Ind. — Roger C. 
Drollinger, 24, Waynetown, convicted of 
the St. Vaientine Day murders of four 
_ young Parke County brothers, has been 


— sentenced to four life terms in prison. 


2 Inthe sentencing Monday afternoon in 
the Blackford Circuit Court, Judge 


rms in 


T Affi 
oger 


Bruce Bade told Drollinger he would 
recommend that the state parole board 
"never grant clemency” for Drollinger 

"It's readily apparent vou have no 
respect for the law or, worse yet, for the 
life of your fellow man," the judge said 
to Drollinger. “You put no value on 


human life. Society must be protected . 


from you. 

Drollinger, though, throughout the 
sentencing and in talking with the news 
media afterward in the Court House 
hallway, maintained his innocence in the 
case. 

"Im innocent. I didn't do what I've 
been convicted of," he said. “I was 
innocent from the beginning and I'm 
still innocent. I'm not going to lie. I’m 
not going to back up on something I 
believe is right and I won't.” 

Appeal proceedings are under way in 
the case. 

Drollinger told Bade Monday that he 
thought his court-appointed attorney. 
Michael Conway of Indianapolis, and the 
local counsel, David Ford, had done all 
thev couid for him. 

He said, though, he wanted several 
items added to the court transcript. He 
wanted the transcript from a March, 
1976, Montgomery County trial for a 
firearm charge read into the record. He 
said he had entered a plea of guilty there 
only because officials had said they 
would charge his wife also if he did not 
plead guilty. 

Drollinger also said Parke County 
Prosecutor Clelland Hanner had ‘‘fabri- 
cated" some of the evidence. used 
against him during the murder trial. He 
said Hanner waved the book "In Cold 
Blood'' before the jury and referred to it 
in his comments, but never entered it as 
evidence of anything. He said Hanner 
also referred to him (Drollinger) burn- 
ing his clothing supposedly worn during 
the murders, but never proved it 

In his only referral to possibly being 
involved in the murders, Drollinger said 
he would like to have medical tests 
conducted to see if he had something 


s Fila. 


rollinger 


. - deep. -deep symp: 


rison. 


wrong with him. He said since so many 
people are convinced he killed, he's 
worried he might have two person- 
alities. He hinted he had been having bad 

dreams and black-outs i 

He said he had "deep. deep. deep. 
r Keith and 
Betty Jane Spencer, whose four sons he 
has been convicted of killing. 

Mrs Spencer was the only survivor of 
an early morning intrusion into her | 
family’s rural Hollandsburg home on 
Feb 14. in which her son, Gregory 
Brooks, 22, and three teen-aged step- 
sons, Ralph, Reeve and Raymond 
Spencer, were killed. She testified at 
Drollinger’s trial and identified him as 
the leader of the group of four intruders. 

-Drollinger, who had been described as 
impassive throughout the trial, said he 
had been advised by his lawyers to hide 
his emotions. In talking with reporters | 
Monday, he said he was “pretty tore up 
inside" and nearly broke down in talking 
about being without his wife and ciil- 
dren. 

His life-imprisonment sentence is to 
begin after he has completed serving a 
sentence of 15-25 years for a drug convic- 
tion he received the week of the 
Hollandsburg murders. 

He was taken to Michigan City prison. 

Bade toid Drollinger Monday, ‘‘You 
are a prime example of why the state 
needs the death penalty and you can be 
assured if the state had it. I would not | 
hesitate to use it.” 


The state's death penalty was ruled 
unconstitutional last May 

Bade further stated, “It will be my 
recommendation that you never be 
granted clemency for your action." 


Drollinger was the first of four ac- 
cused of the murders to be convicted. 
David W Smith, 18, Wingate. was con- 
victed last week in Jasper County and is 
to be sentenced Oct. 27. 

Michael Wright, 22, Crawfordsville. 
and Daniel Stonebraker, 21, Darlington, 
are to be tried in the next two months. 
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HE DAVID SMITH TRIAL 


A calm, difficult verdict on 


the youngest of the accused 
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Hollandsburg murderers 


By Steve Menestrina 


After the tense, emotional "have to get 
him" attitude of the Roger Drollinger trial, 
the trial of David Smith, 18, for multiple 
murder seemed understated. There was a 
less intense, but still determined, approach 
from the prosecutign. After the Drollinger 
conviction and Betty Jane Spencer's emo- 
tional testimony this trial was anti-climatic. 

Fewer newsmen and spectators waited 
for the 50 seats in the elegant Jasper Coun- 
ty Courthouse. It is styled in a Midwestern 
version of Italian Renaissance beauty. The 
walls are decorated in half columns of mar- 
ble and the judge's desk has a large, fine 
back bar of wood. It seems more appropri- 
ate for a state or national capitol building 
than a small county seat. 

The prosecution in the Smith case was 
about the same as the Drollinger trial. 
Smith, who had admitted he took part in the 
four murders. claimed temporary insanity 
during the crime. The defense presentation 
of psychiatrists was expected to be the ma- 
jor difference between the two trials. 

David Wayne Smith is 18, but he is a 
small young man (about 5'3'") and appears 
much younger. Loss of weight and a close 
haircut have added to the baby-faced ap- 
pearance he presented. The high-backed 
chairs almost hid Smith from view when he 
sat down. 

Judge Kanne questioned prospective 
jurors and found a representative jury of 
Seven women and five men, fairly quickly. 


Smith's defense was represented by Attor- 
neys John Capper, Crawfordsville, and Ed 
Dumas, Rensselaer. Capper and Dumas 
refused to give statements, answer ques- 
tions or even be photographed by the 
press. Along with Judge Kanne's tough at- 
titude of running the courtroom for his own 
benefit, the basic point that trials are open 
to public was missed. Most of the public 
receive their information from the press. 
When the press is hampered on information 
gathering, the public is not properly served. 

As the prosecution began David Smith 
sat quietly and stared into his lap. He 
seemed ashamed and seldom looked up. 
Defense Attorney Capper set his tone for 
the trial by objecting twice during Hanner's 
opening statement. At first, this tactic of 
obejecting gave the feeling that Capper 
believed in his client's innocence and he 
would do anything to prove this to the jury. 

A few days later his numerous (37, one 
day) objections had become an irritant to 
everyone involved. He asked for at least five 
mistrials and earned the name “Mistrial 
Capper” from the press. 

Presentation of testimony and evidence 
proceeded as it had in the Drollinger trial. It 
was less intense emotionally but demanded 
more mental attention than the Drollinger 
trial. Many time it seemed dull. Some days 
the objections took over an hour to resolve. 

Slowly and carefully, Prosecutors Hanner 
and Dowd chipped away at Smith's youthful 
appearance. They emphasized his state- 


ments and actions, not his appearance. In 
cross examination the defense tried Roger 
Drollinger again. After a witness gave a 
statement of Smith speaking about "'rob- 
bing and killing, then he chuckled" the 
defense brought out that "Smith idolized 
Drollinger" Or "David would do anything 
Roger wanted” type of testimony. 

Daniel Stonebraker, confessed murderer, 
testified against Smith as he had against 
Drollinger. In the week before the murders, 
Stonebraker testified that the gang pulled 
four armed robberies and Smith was a will- 
ing, even happy participant. During their 
discussion of robbing and killing every one 
in a house even if they were children, Smith 
said, “Yea let's do it," according to 
Stonebraker. Inside the Spencer trailer, 
Smith wised off to the boys when question- 
ing them about their ages. It sounded as if 
Smith were showing off for his older 
partners. Then they killed the four boys. 
Shot from Smith's gun was found in at least 
two of the victims. The morning of the mur- 
ders Smith came up to Stonebraker and 
told a story of Drollinger finding a piece of 
flesh inside his jacket when they returned 
home after the murders. Smith thought it 
was funny. 

Linda Claycombe and Doris Perkins 
testified that at one point during 
Drollinger's drug trial Smith carried a 
shoulder-holstered pistol into the court. 
Drollinger smuggled a pistol into court in 
his baby's diaper bag. Their plan was to 


‘He'll be like a prom queen at Michigan City’ 


By Steve Menestrina 


David Wayne Smith, 18, stood with his at- 
torneys and listened as four first degree 
murder convictions were read to him. He 
then sat down and stared into his lap as he 
had done during most of the trial. Smith 
showed no emotions at the guilty verdict. 
After several seconds his ears turned very 
red as if he were embarrassed. 

He was remanded to the Jasper County 
Sheriff until his later sentencing. Daivid 
Smith will receive four life sentences at that 
time. He will spend a minimum of 15 to 25 
years in the prison at Michigan City, In- 
diana. Though eighteen years old, Smith is 
short and appears to be only twelve or thir- 
teen. 

An Indiana State Police officer, familiar 
with Michigan City prison, spoke about 
prison life and what treatment Smith could 
expect. 

"First off, | just heard that Roger 
(Drollinger) got thumped yesterday by 
some inmates. He was pulling his old bull of 
trying to take over and the cons got him. He 


and the rest of them had better learn to go 
along. Going along with the old cons that 
run the place is the only way to survive 
prison. Inside prison the prisoners mostly 
run the place. You do what they want you 
to, or else. 

"David (Smith), he'll have an easy time 
there. In two or three days he'll have a big 
protector and be fine. Oh, they'll (the con- 
victs) make a fine lady out of him. A little 
boy that pretty--the cons would kill to get a 
‘lady’ like that. Just wait, there'll be fights 
or killings over him. He'll be like a prom 
queen up there. 

Wright and Stonebraker are easy going 
guys and will learn to bend over when they 
should. | don't consider that homosexual 
behavior. That's just sodomy. The guys 
need the sexual release and they get it from 
other guys. That's all. 

"When they want you (sexually) you 
either go along or they force you. They rape 
you. I've seen guys after six months inside 
and they've been raped a few times. 
They're changed. It changes a man when 
he is sodomized. Six months in prison 


would change any man. Any man! 

"Smith should have a fairly easy time. 
Wright, Stonebraker will make it, ok. Roger 
had better wise up qucik or he'll find a shiv 
in his back some morning. 

Everyone should really see inside a 
prison. Not the guided tours but the real 
prison life. They'd all be honest 'cause no 
one wants to be in there. The old saying's 
true, ‘If you can't do the time don't do the 
crime.’ Drollinger, Smith and the others 
knew exactly what they were doing. Now 
it's their time to pay. | don't have a damned 
bit of sympathy for them." 

Drollinger and the others saw themselves 
as modern outlaws. A new “Wild Bunch" 
one of them said. They got pleasure from 
being famous as bad men around 
Montgomery County. The proceeds from 
their crimes were ridiculously small. They 
enjoyed terrorizing the small town people. 
They yelled, they drank, they shot up places 
and they killed, just like their favorite 
western movie outlaws. But, they forgot the 
end of the movie. The honest townspeople | 
rise up and hang the outlaws. 


shoot theiry way out of court if, after con- 
viction, Drollinger was not released on bail. 
They also testified that the morning of the 
murder, Smith came into their restaurant 
and cut out a newspaper account of the 
murders. When asked if he did them Smith 
said “no” but chuckled. 

Michael Wright's testimony basically 
confirmed Stonebraker's. A picture of a 
modern outlaw gang was emerging from 
the testimony. They enjoyed the terror they 
caused their victims and liked their write- 
ups in the papers. They did flashy dramatic 
things, like using shoulder holsters and 
carrying sawed-off shotguns. Other style 
holsters and types of guns would be more 
effective, but they weren't as dramatic. 

Betty Jane Spencer was more comforta- 
ble in court giving testimony against Smith. 
She did not exhibit the fear she had felt for 
Drollinger. In her testimony she recalled 
the night of the murders. She held her emo- 
tions better and cried less this time. At one 
point she asked Smith to "raise his head 
and look at me." Mrs. Spencer then iden- 
tified Smith as one of the intruders. He 
cried as she identified him. Her story of his 
violent actions inside the trailer did not 
seem to fit Smith's boy-like appearance. 
Her testimony was shorter but equally 
damning against Smith. 

After a few more witnesses the prosecu- 
tion rested. They called eleven fewer wit- 
nesses and the proceedings had gone 
faster than against Drollinger. However, 
everyone's testimony seemed less effective 
against Smith than against Drollinger. No 
one on the jury or in the courtroom had 
cried during Betty Jane Spencer's 
testimony. This lack of emotion and visual 
response from the jury left the prosecution 
mildly uncomfortable as they closed. 

Even the photos of the murder scene 
were passed over lightly by the jury. Once 
when the jury seemed dazed Hanner gave 
them the sweater Mrs. Spencer wore that 
night. Some of the jury put their fingers in 
the bloody holes of the sweater. Privately 
Hanner said, "I don't know what's the mat- 
ter with them (the jury)." 

After the defense's numerous objections 
and their list of 60 possible defense wit- 
nesses, it was a surprise when the defense 
called only five to the stand and the 
testimony lasted only one and a half hours. 

The two most important defense wit- 
nesses were the psychiatrists. They had the 
prosecution evidence plus lengthy inter- 
views with Smith and several mental tests 
to use in their evaluation of Smith. After dull 
technical testimony concerning Smith's 
background, |.Q. and emotional make-up 
they did not find Smith insane. The psy- 
chiatrists could only say he was a dull or 
border line mentally retarded person. They 
said he was easily influenced, that he 
idolized Drollinger but that he understood 
right from wrong and as not insane. Their 
testimony seemed to seal Smith's guilt. 

In their closing statements Hanner and 
Dowd recounted the case, clearly and 
powerfully. John Dowd got immediately to 
the point and was excellent. Dowd has 
matured and g ‘nad in his courtroom 
stature since the trais! began. “He'll be as 
good as Clelland," a friend of Dowd's said. 
They were both excellent. 

Hanner asked the jury to disregard 
Smith's appearance saying, "He killed boys 


ge B -himsetHi" Hanner atso catod 


"Roger Drollinger the most evil, despicable 
man in Indiana and Smith was his lieute- 
nant!” 

The defense presentation was short. 
They asked the jury to consider Smith's age 
and “not to throw away the key." It was an 
appeal for a lesser judgment than first 
degree murder. 

Judge Kanne's instructions were lengthy 
and somewhat confusing. The jury left to 
consider the evidence. After two hours they 
returned to the courtroom to have the in- 
structions reread. After ten minutes they 
again returned. Hanner turned to his wife 


and said, "Jesus, it's about time," and 


shook his head in doubt. Mrs. Hanner 
covered her face nervously, only after all 
first degree murder convictions were read 
did she remove her hands. After court she 
hugged her husband. They were both 
relieved. 

State Plice Detective Jack Thrasher 
called Mr. & Mrs. Spencer and told them 
the verdict. He described them as being on 
pins and needles all afternoon. They were 
satisfied, now. 

"Two down and two to go," someone 
said to John Dowd. He smiled. 
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Convicted slayer in new home where h 


MICHIGAN CITY, Ind. (AP) — His wrists shackled to his 
waist, Roger C. Drollinger sat last week in the front seat of a 
speeding sheriff's car. 

For almost three hours, Drollinger, the convicted murderer 
of four Hollandsburg youths, rode toward his new home — the 
Indiana State Prison at Michigan City, where a judge and jury 
said he must spend the rest of his life. 

“I don't think a night goes by that I don't cry about it," 
Drollinger said. “It hurts so bad that I'd just as soon be dead 
as go through the heartache I'm living." 

Drollinger's long black hair blew in the wind from an open 
window. “I consider myself a saved Christian," he said. “I 
believe in the Bible — the King James version of the Bible. It 
stresses that we should love one another and that you should 
help everybody you can help.” 

Reaching clumsily to douse his cigartte in a pop can, he said, 
"I'm not saying that I'm an angel. I'm not by far, but when I've 
done something wrong, I admit it. 

"Pray tell me why, if i'm not innocent, why would I ever turn 
myself in? It would be illogical, stupid and ridiculous to turn 
yourself in if you're guilty," Drollinger said. 

The 24-year-old Waynetown man was convicted of four counts 
of first degree murder in the Feb. 14 execution-style slayings 
of Ralph, Raymond and Reeve Spencer and their stepbrother, 
Gregory Brooks. 

David Wayne Smith, 18, Wingate, also has been convicted in 
the shootings. Two other men charged in connection with the 
pp. Michael Wright and Daniel Stonebraker, are awaiting 
rial. 

“I don't think there is anything lower in the world than 
murderers. The next is a liar and a hypocrite," Drollinger said. 
""There is no excuse for a murder. There is no excuse for taking 
another man's life — even in war." 

Struggling to light another cigarette, Drollinger spoke of 
prison life. “It's a totally different world on the inside. You are 
with people who would kill you in a second for a pack of 
cigarettes. That's the most valuable thing in the world in there 
- a single pack of cigarettes. 

“When I was first taken to an orientation cell, they brought 
me everything I needed,” he said. “They treated me just like 

I was a king or something." 
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‘I consider myself 
a saved Christian’ 
—Drollinger 


A small blue cross dangled from Drollinger’s left earlobe. 
When he turns his head or the police car hits a bump, it bounces 
around, 

“I pierced it myself. It symbolizes my Chrisitanity and my 
fellowship to other people," he said, adding the earring was a 
gift from Linda Claycomb, who accompanied Drollinger when 
he fled to Florida to escape sentencing on drug charges. 

As the police car nears the Michigan City prison, it is stopped 
by a freight train crossing the highway. 
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e'll spend the rest of his life 


"I wish me and David (Smith) was still on that car right 
there,” Drollinger said. “I can remember so many times when 
we wished a train would stop like that so we could get on.” 
Smith also fled to Florida with Drollinger. 


"To me, it was very challenging to be on the run. At times 
it was scary, but it was challenging to me to live off the land. 
At times it was fun. At times it was rewarding. Sometimes it 
was terrifying,” he recalled. 


"You know, sometimes I wonder if there's any way I 
could've done it and not know about it. My main objective right 
now is to get some kind of mental counseling and see if there's 
some way I could have done it and not know,” Drollinger said, 
adding, "I want to see if there is something wrong with me 
because if there is, I wouldn't want to be on the outside where 
I could do damage to society. 


“What can I say to people other than I am really not guilty 
and if they have any morals, they'll look for themselves at 
what some officials have said. If they look for themselves and 
"s nm opinion for themselves, I'll accept what they decide," 

e said. 


"That's the road right there," Drollinger said to Bl 
County Sheriff Dow E. Coons. g o Blackford 


"I know, Roger," Coons replied as he maneuvered the car 
onto the prison drive. 


“I sure wish I wasn't going,” Drollinger said. “I know I won't 
see the outside again for a long, long time.” 
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On Trial For Murder? 
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BY RICHARD E. HARNEY 
PUBLISHER 


Jury selection for the first 
degree murder trial of David 
Wayne Smith, 18, of Wingate 


1 began this morning (Monday) in 


Jasper Circuit Court at Ren- 
sselaer. Smith is one of four 
Montgomery County men 
charged with the execution-style 
slaying of Ralph, Raymond and 
Reeve Spencer and their step- 
brother Greg Brooks at their 
near — Hollandsburg 


| four, 24-year-old Roger 
| Drollinger, was found guilty on 
all four counts in Blackford 


» Circuit Court at Hartford City on 


September 21. The jury took only 


» an hour to render a guilty verdict 
M after a 12-day trial. The maximun 


sentence Drollinger can receive 
is four life sentences. He is 
scheduled for sentencing on 
T October 17. 

The third suspect, Michael 
Wright is scheduled for trial in 
November while 


|) Stonebraker is to go on trial in 


December. 


—most trials. 


Daniel | 


v 


— o the courthouse today. A total of | 


JUDGE KANNE 


Jury selection at Rensselaer 
will be considerable unique from 
Judge Michael f 
anne will do the questioning of | 


“prospective jurors rather than 
"attorneys for the presecution and 


*Jefense. The judge said each side 
will be allowed to challenge 20 


> jurors each. A panel of about 115 


yrespective jurors were brought 


25 have been called. 

Parke County prosecutor 
Clelland Hanner will handle the 
case against Smith for the state. 


"He will be assisted by Deputy 


Prosecutor John Dowd and E. 
Duane Daughtery, deputy 
prosecutor of Jasper County. 


das 


` In charge of Smith's defense is 
his court-appointed pauper at- 
torney, John  Capper of 
Crawfordsville. Capper willl be 
assisted by Edward P. Dumas of 
Rensselaer. Capper, according to 
a reliable report, has a list of 
nearly 40 potential witnesses. 
Smith has entered a plea of not 


| guilty by reason of insanity. It 


will be up to the jury to decide if 
Smith was indeed insane the 
night of the murders. Such a plea 
would indicate that Smith intends 
to admit he took park in the 
shooting, but was not in his right 
mind when he did so. _ 
Previous examinations by 
pyschiatrists showed that Smith 
was competent to stand trial, that 


he is able to understand the court | 


proceeding and assist in his 
defense. However two Lafayette 


psychiatrists are, according to | 


reports, going to testify for the 
defense. 

On Thursday, September 29, 
Capper filed a motion with the 
court asking that the jury be 
sequestered, or isolated trom 
contact with any persons outside 
the jury or officers of the court. 
Judge Kanne is expected to rule 
on that motion either today or 
after the jury is selected. 

Attorneys for Drollinger also 
asked that the Hartford City jury 
be sequested but Judge Bruce 
Bade said he did not think it was 
necessary and proper 
precautions could be taken to 
keep the jurors from reading or 
listening to news accounts of the 
progress of the case or discussing 
it with relatives and friends. 


All indications are that the 38- 
year-old Judge Kanne, who has 
occupied the bench at Rensselaer 
since 1972. will run a “tight 
courtroom.” The court has only 
about 80 spectator seats, many of 
which will be reserved for 
reporters covering the trial. Tape 
recorders and cameras will not 
be allowed in the courtroom 


during the Smith trial. Judge | 


Bade allowed radio and television 
reporters to plug into the public 
address system during the 
Drollinger trial and make direct 
recordings of testimony. 

Wright and Stonebraker both 
testified at Drollinger’s trial, 
admitting their part and im- 
plicating Drollinger and Smith. 
Smith was brought to Hartford 
City under subpoena, but refused 
to take the witness stand against 
Drollinger. He could not be 
forced on the stand since it would 
violate his constitutional right not 
to incriminate himself with 
testimony. 

Both Wright and Stonebraker 
will testify against Smith for the 
prosecution as will. the only 
survivor of the massacre, Mrs. 
Betty Spencer. She escaped death 
by pretending to be dead after 
her wig was blown off, ap- 
parently giving her assailants the 
belief they had shot her head off 
with their shotguns. 

A warrent for Smith's arrest 
was issued soon after Daniel 
Stonebraker, the first of the four 
suspects, was arrested. 
Stonebraker confessed his part in 
the crime and implicated the 
other three. A federal warrant for 
Smith on a flight to avoid 
prosecution charge was issued by 


the FBI after it was discovered 


"ga D 


~ department and ‘were 
“~ Smith's wanted status. 


Smith had left the state with 
Drollinger. 

Both Drollinger and Smith 
were subject of a nationwide 
manhunt which centered in the 
swamps of Florida for several 
days. 

Smith was 
Lexington, Kentucky on March 
31. The youth had apparently 
missed a freight train he and 
Drollinger were taking back to 
Indiana and was stranded in 
Kentucky. He was discovered by 
two railroad men in the yards and 
taken to the Holiday Inn at 
Lexington. Smith had told them 
he was absent without leave trom 
the army and was trying to get 
back to Indiana. The railroaders 


T had orginally tried to get Smith 


into a Salvation Army facility but 
there was no room. 

Sometime during the evening, 
the railroaders called the Red 
Cross to get aid for Smith and the 
fugitive, for some reason, gave 
his correct name. In a routine 
check, Red Cross officials con- 
tacted the Rockville police 
told 
In the 
meantime, a dispatcher at the 
rail yard remembered seeing 
Smith's photo on an FBI wanted 


poster and notified the Lexington | 


police department. 

Detectives went to the hotel 
and placed Smith under arrest. 
He offered no resistance, but was 
carrying a .38 revolver at the 
time. 

Smith refused to voluntarily 
return to Indiana and extradition 
papers were signed by Indiana 
Governor Otis Bowen asking 
Kentucky Governor Julian 
Carroll release Smith to Hoosier 
authorities. 
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7 Proceedings in Kentucky 


formed a base for a legal battle ` 


by Smith's attorney. Capper 
claimed that Smith was brought 
to Indiana illegally since he was 
extradited through an adult 
circuit court and not a juvenile 
court. Capper claimed Smith 
should have gone through 
juvenile court proceedings 
because he was 17 years old at the 
time, a minor in the eyes of the 


law. Judge Kanne refused to 
agree with Capper's argument 
and promptly set the trial date in 
Jasper Circuit Court. 

The prosecution feels it has a 
much better case against Smith 
than they had against Drollinger. 
The three eyewitnesses will place 
him at the scene - Mrs. Spencer, 
Wright and Stonebraker. In 
addition, Drollinger testified at 
his trial that Smith told him that 
he (Smith) had been part of the 
Hollandsburg murders. 
Drollinger said Smith. confessed 
his part in the crime while they 
were in Florida. Drollinger's 
statement was a surprise not only 
to the prosecution, but to his 
defense attorneys as well. 

Drollinger had maintained 
before and during his trial that he 
was home in bed with his wife the 
night of the murders and that 
Smith was with them in the same 
bedroom. Then suddenly 
Drollinger testified about Smith's 
admission of guilt. He also 
strongly suggested that after he 
and his wife were asleep Smith 
took the Blazer vehicle from the 
Drollinger farm to Crawfords- 
ville where he joined Write and 
Stonebraker and went to the 
Spencer home. Most courtroom 
observers were surprised at 
Drollinger's story since Smith 
has consistently been the most 
loyal of the three to him. Smith 
had steadfastly refused to con- 
fess, saying he was home with the 
Drollingers that night and also 
refused to take the stand against 
Drollinger. 
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BY RICHARD E. HARNEY 
PUBLISHER 
Describing the Spencer 
murders in his opening argument 
in Jasper Circuit Court at 
Rensselaer, Parke County Prose- 
cutor Clelland Hanner said 


“Stonebraker wanted out, Wright (" 


wasn't sure, but this young man 
never reneged,” and the prose- 
cutor then pointed directly at the 
defendant, David Wayne Smith, 
the youngest of the four accused 
? Hollandsburg murders. 


It was the second day of the | 


Smith trial in Jasper County. He 
faces four counts of first degree 


murder in the execution style D 


slayings of Raymond, Ralph and 
Reeve Spencer and their step- 
brother Greg Brooks at their 
Hollandsburg on 
February 14. 

Drollinger, the accused ring- 


— leader of the four was found 
7 ——— guilty on four counts of murder 
— — last month. Smith is the second of 


T the quartet to go on trial. 
Wright's trial is set for November 
while Stonebraker faces a judge 
| in December. 

The prosecution and defense 
were limited by Judge Michael 
! Kanne to 45 minutes each for 
opening statements. Hanner, as 
he had at Hartford City during the 
$ Drollinger trial recounted the 
sequence of events leading up to 
and including the murders of the 
1 four young men. The jury gave 
him rapt attention as they heard 
actual details of the crime for the 
first time. 


According to witnesses at the 
trial of Drollinger, Smith can be 
directly connected to one of the 
murder weapons, the sawed off 
J.C. Penney shotgun with a pistol 
grip which he allegedly used to 
shoot the Spencer family. About 
four prosecution witnesses, and 
also including  Drollinger, 
testified they had seen the 
shotgun in Smith's possession 
and that it was kept at his mother 
and stepfather's trailer in 
Wingate. 

Another key witness is ex- 
pected to be Mr. and Mrs. Pat 
Chrisman of Fountain County. 
During the Drollinger trial, 
Chrisman testified that that one 
of the shotguns used in the 
murder was his, stolen during 
what appeared to be a ''dress 
rehearsal" for the Spencer 
murders. Chrisman said three 
men came into the house, forced 
his wife and he to lie on the floor, 
face down, hands behind their 
backs while the robbery took 
place. Apparently a fourth man 
stayed outside and cut the phone 


wires and slashed the tires of the 
Chrisman car. 


According to reports, Mrs.” 


Chrisman opened the door that 
night to a young boy, which she 
had identified as David Smith. 
The Chrisman's reportedly 
described Smith to police and a 
composite was drawn which Mrs. 
Spencer later identified as one of 
the four men at her home the 
night of February 14. The other 
two men in the Chrisman home, 
believed to be Stonebraker and 
Drollinger, were masked. At 
Drollinger's trial, Wright said he! 
was the one who stayed outside. 

Smith has no previous police 
record in Montgomery County, 
unlike the other three. 
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"This young man," said 


Hanner, again pointing with 
obvious contempt at Smith, 


"helped commit three robberies 
during the week preceding the 


murders—at Lyford, the Parke j 
County line, and of the Chrisman © 


family «in Fountain. „Countys 


Hanner indicated the pattern and | 


format of the Chrisman robbery 
showing it was a rehearsal for the 
Spencer murders. 


Continued Hanner, in his — j 


rambling outline of the story, 
“This young man (pointing to 
Smith) rousted out the little boys 
of the Spencer family, one 
whimpering and crying as he 
faced the shotgun held by 
Smith." Hanner said the state 
would prove that two of the 
victims, Greg Brooks and 
Raymond Spencer were killed by 
shells from the J. C. Penney 
shotgun which witnesses say 


Smith used during the murders. | ~ 
Hanner told the jury it was [2 
Smith who walked down the line | 


of prostrate people and asked 
their ages, moments before their 
lives were ended. Hanner also 
said Smith was the one who said, 
when Stonebraker asked about 
children in the house before they 
attacked ''That's too bad.” 


The jurors were told by the | 


prosecutor that Mrs. Spencer 
"could positively identify this 


young man” (again pointing to f 


Smith). He said Smith had 
entered a plea that he was insane 
at the time, but told jurors the 
state would produce psychiatrists 
that would say the defendant was 
not insane. Concluded Hanner, 


"the state will show the gun this 
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SMITH TRIAL SITE. The Jasper County Court- 
house at Rensselaer is the scene of the first 
degree murder trial of David Smith of Wingate 
charged with the Hollandsburg murders. Trial 


" 


young man used definitely fired 
three shots at the Spencers. . .and 
he has shown no remorseful- 


ness." 


Indication of what to expect | 
from the defense, headed by| 
attorney John f 
Capper, Kane Winn the attorney | 
during | 


Crawfordsville 


objected three times 
Hanners opening statement. All 
three objections were overruled. 


Capper objected to Hanner| 
saying that Greg Brooks worked | 


at a Terre Haute television 
station, complaining it had 


nothing to do with the murder. He | 
objected to Hanner saying the | 


Spencers were going to open a 
radio station. He also objected 


when Hanner said the defense .. 


| had been given a 500 page copy of 
| the prosecution evidence. 


Hanner asked, and received a 


! five minute extension of his © 


speaking time due ''to these 


| interruptions by objections." The 


prosecutor was miffed and didn't 
try to hide it. 

Smith, seated at the defense 
table, 


Hanner's description of the 


Í slayings, wiping his eyes on his 


sleeve. 

In contrast Capper used less 
than a minute for his opening 
statement. He said ''the message 
is basically this, you were sworn 
and asked to keep an open mind 
until you heard all the evidence. . 
you have to give us an 
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Smith’: 
estimon 


Fu 


sobbed heavily during | 


opportunity to 
evidence too. . .we ask that you 
keep an open mind." 

Smith's trial opened Monday, 
an hour and 20 minutes past the 


T schedule 9:00 a.m. the time the | 
^! trial was suppose to begin. 


team, in 


The prosecutor 
includes 


addition to Hanner, 


Parke County Deputy Prosecutor | 
Deputy = 


John Dowd, Jasper 
Prosecutor Duane ‘Daugherty and 


Indiana State Police Detective | 


Sergeant Lloyd Heck. Besides 


Capper, Smith's defense is being | 
_ handled by Edward Dumas, a 
! Rensselaer attorney. 

problems the | 


One of the ems ] 
prosecution must deal with in this 


trial is Smith's appearance. Gone | 


is the shoulder-length stringy hair 


T he had when arrested. His hair is 
— now extremely close cropped and 
! although 18 years old, he looks f 
about 13 or 14. The enormity of Fa 
| the Hollandsburg murders does f 
M not go with Smith's youthful 7 


appearance. 


Smith was brought from the f 


Clay County jail at Brazil to 
Jasper County Friday, September 
30, and is being held at the Jasper 
County jail across the street from 
the courthouse at Rensselaer. 
There is security at the 
courthouse although most of it is 
very low key. A single stairway 
leads to the third floor courtroom 
with no back stairs or elevator. 
The Jasper County 
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opened today (Monda 
estimates are that th 
before it goes to the j 
presiding at the trial. 


y) with jury selection and 
e case will take two weeks | 
ury. Judge Michael Kanne is | 


present our | 
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| sits flanked by the American and | 


! prospective jurors were. called 


ew 


4 judge feels that by questioning 


sheriff's | 
department, headed by Sheriff f 


— i), "1 C. ., 99 = 


2 mmm a can Xd *miasn 


AX 
` 


Carroll DeFries, has set up afi 
check station at the bottom of the 7 
stairs, checking all persons with a 
metal detector before they get to | 
the third floor. » 
The courtroom itself is very 
small, with about 80 spectator 
seats, 25 of which are reserved for — 
reporters covering the trial. 22 
However, only about 10 reporters |) 
were in the courtroom the first | 7 
two days. Judge Kanne sits in m 
black robe behind an ornate desk, 
blending in with the rich wood- 
work and stained glass windows 
of the courtroom. The judge, who | 
is heavier than photos indicate | 


Indiana flags. 

An initial panel of 36 p 
into the courtroom to begin the 
selection process. Unique in this | 
case is the fact that Judge Kanne 
questioned ali the jurors himself, 
asking 25 to 30 questions of each. 
Any attorney who wanted an 
additional question asked had to 
write it out and submit it to the 
judge, who then asked the 
question. 

A court spokesman said the 


the jurors himself, the trial 
procedure is speeded up con- 
siderably. 

The questions asked by the 
judge centered on finding out if 
prospective jurors had any 
pre-conceived ideas on the trial 
and if their past experiences 
would make them identify with 
either the defense or prosecution 
point of view in the case. 


> 


Gunter tl 7 

Many of the questions con- 
ceived pre-publicity about the 
trial. Judge Kanne said he did not 
expect to find jurors who had not 
read or heard about the murders, 
but he needed to make sure none 
had ''pre-conceived notions” that 
they could not set aside. 

At the outset of juror 
questioning, Judge Kanne said 
he had decided not to sequester - 
isolate - the jurors during the 
trial. Smith’s attorneys had asked 
that the jurors be sequestered in a 
motion four days before the trial 
was scheduled to begin. 

In reading a list of witnesses to 
the jurors to sec ib i65. hnew any 
of those who might give 
testimony, Judge Kanne read 47 
names on the prosecution list, 
and 60 names on the defense list. 
The defense list of possible 
witnesses included Nathan Drol- 
linger, father of convicted 
murderer Roger Drollinger: 
Montgomery County Sheriff 
Glenn Sillery; Smith himself; 
Smith's mother, Mrs. James 
Lyons; former Indiana State 
Police Superintendent John Shet- 
tle; and surprisingly Parke 
County Prosecutor Clelland Han- 
ner and Deputy Prosecutor John 
Dowd. 

Judge Kanne had allowed the 
defense and prosecution each to 
challenge and cause 20 jurors to 
be dismissed each. Other jurors 
could be dismissed ‘‘for cause" 


by the judge, for physical 
handicaps, financial hardship, 
prejudice, etc. Reasons for 


dismissal of any juror was never 
made public. 

Eight hours after jury selection 
began, at 7 p.m., 12 jurors were 
sworn in as the panel which would 
determine if David Smith was 
guilty or innocent of four counts 
of first degree murder. During 
those eight hours, 58 prospective 
jurors were questioned and 
dismissed. In the jury box at the 
end of Monday’s court session 
were six women and six men, 
mostly middle-aged. 


ON TRIAL FOR MURDER. David Wayne Smith, 18, accused of four 
counts of first degree murder is escorted to the Jasper County 
courthouse in Rensselaer by an unidentified deputy sheriff 
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When court began Tuesday 
morning, 24 prospects for 
alternate jurors were called into 
the room and questioning began, 
along the same lines as Monday’s 
session. Six people were dropped 
and at 9:55 a.m. three alternate 
jurors were seated, two women 
and a man. 

In an unusual move and after a 
short recess one of the men on the 
regular jury panel was dismissed, 
reportedly because of financial 
hardship. He was replaced by the 
first alternate juror chosen, a 
woman. This move changed the 
jury makeup to seven women and 
five men with one woman and one 
man as alternates. 

Judge Kanne emphasized 
heavily that all jurors must refrain 
from reading newspaper head- 
lines or stories about the trial and 
avoid television and radio 
coverage and discussion with 
anyone. He said the jury would be 
questioned every time they 
returned to the courtroom to see if 
they have obeyed. If they had not, 
the judge warned, the entire jury 
would «be «subject ,. to; being 

“sequestered and there could also 
be personal penalties involved. 

As the judge prepared to read 
sixteen specific instructions to the 
jury, outlining what was expected 
of them during the trial, a lengthy 
conference took place at the 
bench with lawyers from op- 
posing sides. According to 
reports. defense attorney Capper 
objected to two of the instruc- 
tions, one dealing with being 
accessory to a crime and being 
concerned equally guilty as the 
one who actually committed the 
crime and the other instruction 
dealing with the definition of 
proof beyond a reasonable doubt. 
Both objections were overruled by 

the judge and the instructions as 
previously prepared were read to 
the jurors. 
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Among the instructions were 
the possible five verdicts the jury 
could return in the case—not 
guilty, guilty of first degree 
murder, guilty of second degree 
murder, voluntary manslaughter, 
and involuntary manslaughter. 
First degree murder was defined 
as premeditated killing with 
malicious, second degree is 
murder with no premeditation, 
manslaughter is murder in a 
sudden heat and involuntary 
manslaughter is killing although 
murder was not the initial intent. 

After reading the instructions, 
Judge Kanne revealed that he 
had granted a motion, apparently 
submitted by the defense, that 
there be a separation of 
witnesses. This meant that 
anyone who was scheduled as a 
witness could not be in the 
courtroom to hear other testimony 
given before he or she testified. 

After opening statements by 
Hanner and Capper, the prosecu- 
tion began presenting its 
witnesses, a list duplicated to the 
ones called during the Drollinger 
trial at Hartford City. 

First on the stand was Harold 
Escue, a neighbor of the Spencers 
who again testified about Mrs. 
Spencer coming to his home 
seeking help immediately after 
the murders, about 12:50 a.m. 
Escue also identified the pink 
sweater held up by Hanner which 
Mrs. Spencer was wearing that 
night. The sweater, with a huge 
hole in the back from the shotgun 
blast and covered with dried 
blood, had a noticeable effect on 
the jury. During Escue’s testi- 
mony, Capper objected to him 
telling the court what Mrs. 
Spencer said, calling it heresay. 
The objection was overruled. 

Parke County Sheriff Deputies 
Gary Winn and John Britton 
testified about their initial arrival 
at the sceneiof the shootings and 
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what they found. During Winn's 
testimony, defense attorney 
Capper objected once again, 
saying the deputy was giving 
more information than asked for 
and that he should! answer only 
the direct question asked. Judge 
Kanne asked Winn and Deputy 
Prosecutor Dowd who was 
questioning at the time, to "get 
together" and comply with 
normal question and answer 
techniques. 

Also testifying was Indiana 
State Police troopers Frank 
Turchi and Dick Finney. who 
likewise outlined their arrival at 
the scene and subsequent 
actions. During Finney’s identifi- 
cation of a large meat fork in the 
stolen Spencer | Thunderbird 
(which had allegedly been used to 
flatten tires on the other vehicles 
owned by the Spencers). Capper 
objected once again. The attorney 
claimed Finney ''was being led”’ 
by Dowd in the testimony and 
that Dowd was purposely getting 
Finney to relate incidents without 
Finney being asked directly or 
volunteering the information. The 
objection was overruled. 

Court was dismissed 
Tuesday. at 3:50 p.m. 

Today (Wednesday) prosecu- 
tion witnesses will continue. 
Expected to be called today are 
Indiana State Police technician 
Jerry Statler, who took photos at 
the murder scene; Dr. Frank 
Swaim, Parke County Coroner; 
Charles Keeney. former brother- 
in-law of Keith Spencer who 
identified the boys’ bodies; Gary 
Hood, Indiana State Police 
technician who gathered physical 
evidence at the Spencer home; 
Dave Finney, Parke County 
Ambulance Service driver; and 
possibly Dr. James Benz, a 

forensic pathologist who will 
testify about the wounds found on 
the four murder victims. 


early 


and (foreground) and Jasper County Sheriff Carroll DeFries. 
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(Photo courtesy of the Rensselaer Republican) 


Smith to go before 


rore Affairs File 


judge for sentencing 


By ives $i 

Tribune Staff Writer 
RENSSELAER, Ind. — Eighteen- 
year-old David Wayne Smith, convicted 
of the St. Valentine's Day murders of 


| four young Parke County brothers, is to 


be sentenced in Jasper Circuit Court 
Thursday morning. 

Conviction of first degree murder in 
Indiana carries with it a mandatory life 
sentence, so Smith is iaced with four life 
sentences. 

He is to appear before Jasper Circuit 
Judge Michael Kanne at 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday. 

A jury of seven women and five men 
deliberated about two and a half hours to 
find Smith guilty of the murders after a 
court trial the first two weeks of this 
month. 

Smith had entered a plea of not guilty 
by reason of insanity at the time of the 
murders. 

Killed were teen-aged brothers Ralph, 
Reeve and Raymond Spencer and their 
stepbrother, Gregory Brooks, 22. 

They were murdered when four young 
men entered their isolated home north 
of Hollandsburg, in Parke County, early 
Feb. 14 and lined the family members on 


the floor. shooting each in their head 
with shotguns. 

Betty Jane Spencer, the mother of 
Brooks and the stepmother of the 
Spencer boys, survived the ordeal after 
playing dead when a first shot only 
knocked her wig off her head and a 
second shot wounded her. 

Charged with those murders were 
four young Montgomery County men: 
Smith of Wingate; Roger C. Drollinger, 
24, Waynetown; Daniel R. Stonebraker, 
21, Darlington; and Michael Wright, 22, 
Crawfordsville. 

Drollinger, portrayed as the ring lead- 
er of the group, was convicted of the 
murders by a Blackford County jury in 
September. He was sentenced to four 
life sentences at the Indiana State Pris- 
on in Michigan City last week. 

Stonebraker and Wright both testified 
for the prosecution in Drollinger's and 
Smith's trials, telling of their own in- 
volvements in the murders and of the 
participation of Drollinger and Smith. 

They testified under use immunity, 
which allows for them to testify but not 
have the testimony used against them in 
their own trials. 

Wright is scheduled for trial next, on 
Nov. 7 in Daviess Circuit Court in 
Washington. Stonebraker's trial is to 
begin Dec. 5 in the Decatur Circuit 
Court in Greensburg. Both have entered 
pleas of not guilty. is expected to in- 
dicate if he wants to appeal the guilty 
conviction. 

Smith's court-appointed attorney for 
the murder trial was John Capper IV of 
Crawfordsville. He was assisted in 


| Jasper County by Rensselaer attorney 
| Edward Dumas. 


Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner and Deputy Prosecutor John 
Dowd presented the state's case, as- 
sisted by local attorney, Deputy Jasper 
County Prosecutor E. Duane Daugherty. 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


RENSSELAER, Ind. — Convicted 
mass murderer David Wayne Smith 
heard a sentence of four life terms in 
prison read to him Thursday morning in 
the Jasper Circuit Court. 

The 18-year-old Smith was sentenced 
by Jasper Circuit Judge Michael Kanne 
for his Oct. 13 conviction on the St. 
Valentine’s Day murders of four young 
Parke County brothers. 

Kanne told Smith it was his intention 
that he “suffer the maximum penalty" 
permissable under Indiana law for his 
participation in the multiple murders. 
The judge pointed out the death penalty 
can nd longer be given in the state. 

Smith was charged with killing.teen- 
age brothers Ralph, Reeve and Ray- 
mond Spencer and their stepbrother, 
Gregory Brooks, 22, in early morning 
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Iv -style shotgun shootings in the 
family's isolated Parke County home 
north of Hollandsburg. 

"Unfortunately, this court has had 
before it in recent months several 
murder cases involving multiple victims 
who were virtually selected at random,” 
Kanne said. "However, this particular 
case today is the most disturbing be- 
cause of the inconceivable testimony 
during the trial to the effect that the 
murders were committed for 'fun'." 

"The jury found you sane beyond a 
reasonable doubt and has held you ac- 
countable for your participation in these 
horrible crimes," he said. ‘‘This was not 
a crime of passion or one arising out of 
greed or revenge or some political 
cause. It was, as the evidence disclosed, 
‘just something to do'." 

"Your actions show a complete and 
total lack of human feelings — an 
absence of the minimal requirements 
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“ded for Smith | 


; sentences for the murders. Drollinger, | 


| Montgomery County young men charged 


necessary for association with other} 
human beings," Kanne stated. 

"Because of your age and sympa | 
thetic appearance and the incom-] 
prehensibilities of these murders, there 
is a tendency to push to the background 
the awful fate of the four innocent boys 
who were the victims of your acts," 
Kanne continued. "However, your de- 
meanor in this courtroom bears no | 
resemblance to what the evidence dis- | 
closes were your actions in the darkness 
of the early morning hours of Feb. 14, | 
1977. You participated in cold, calcu- | 
ue assassination of four boys d 
é un." 

Kanne said he was giving Smith the | 
maximum sentence available, life im- f 
prisonment for each murder conviction. f 
Smith was given 210 days of credit for 
the time jailed until Thursday. j 

Kanne told Smith he would be con- | 
fined to the Indiana State Prison, where © 
one of his co-defendants, Roger C. Droll- 9 
inger, 24, was sent to also serve four life | 


Pe 


portrayed as the ring leader of the four ? 


with the murders. was convicted last f 
month in Hartford County and was | 
sentenced last week. 

Yet to stand trial are Michael Wright. | 
22. and Damiel Stonebraker, 21. ign. | 
both have testified for the prosecution 
against Drollinger and Smith. Wright’ S 


? trial is scheduled to start Nov. 7 in 


Daviess County and Stonebraker's is set | 
for Dec. 5 in Decatur County. ~] 

Smith indicated Thursday he intends © 
to appeal his conviction and his court- 1 
appointed attorney during the trial, John f 


Capper IV of Crawfordsville, was ap- |) 
pointed to again represent him. Capper 
„had n no comment after the —— J 
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By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON, Ind. — Accused mass 
murderer Michael Wright evidently will 
not stand trial in the Daviess Circuit 
Court next month. 

_ Indications Friday were that a plea 
bargaining agreement had been reached 
and a trial would. not be conducted. 

- Details of the agreement had not been 
disclosed, although Parke County Prose- 
cutor Clelland Hanner ‘had "previously 
revealed one such offer made to Wright 
and another co-defendant. 

Hanner said he had offered, in return 
for testimony at the first two trials of 
the four accused of the murders of four 
Parke County brothers. to allow the 
defendants who testified to plead guilty 
to one count of first degree murder 
(which carries a mandatory life sen- 
tence), one count of second degree 
murder (with a life sentence) and two 
counts of second degree murder (with 
15-25 year sentences). 

Hanner had last week indicated at the 
end of the trial in which the second co- 
defendant was found guilty of all four 
counts by a Jasper County jury that the 
offer was still available, but had not 
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According to the information received 
by The TRIBUNE, though. Wright has 
agreed to the plea bargaining arrange- 
ment. 

The agreement is subject to the ap- 
proval of Daviess Circuit Judge James 
R. Arthur. 

Hanner, though, would noi confirm 
Friday that an agreement had been 
reached. He just said he hopes “we don't 
have to take our suitcases" when they go 
to the court. 

It is expected that Wright will appear 
in Daviess Circuit Court with his court- 
appointed attorney, Stephen L. True- 
blood of Terre Haute, on Nov. 7 to 
withdraw his plea of not guilty and enter 
a plea of guilty to the agreed upon 
charges. Jury selection was scheduled to 
begin that day. 

Wright has been charged with the 
shotgun slayings of teen-age brothers 
Ralph, Reeve and Raymond Spencer and 
their stepbrother, Gregory Brooks, 22, in 
their rural Parke County home early St. 
Valentine's Day. 

Police accuse Wright and three other 
Montgomery County young men of en- 
tering the home, lining the family mem- 


‘be off 


bers on the living room floor and, then, 
shooting each in the head with blasts 
from shotguns. Betty Jane Spencer, 
mother of Brooks and stepmother of the 
Spencer boys, survived by playing dead 
after two shots were fired at her. 

Sentenced Thursday to four life terms 
in prison for those murders was -thej 
youngest of the four accuséd. David W. 
Wright, 18. He is to be confined to the 
Indiana State Prison in Michigan City 
where Roger C. Drollinger. 24, who was 
convicted of the murders last month, is} 
already confined. 

Also accused and scheduled to stand| 
trial in December in Decatur County is 
Daniel R. Stonebraker, 21. 

Wright and Stonebraker both testified 
for the prosecution in the trials of 
Drollinger and Smith. They were} 
granted use immunity, which meant 
their testimonies in those trials could 
not be used in their own. 


During their testimonies, Wright and 
Stonebraker told of their involvement in 
the murders and also told of the partici- 
pation of Drollinger and Smith. 

No information has been received on 
whether Stonebraker has accepted the 
offered plea bargain. 
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WASHINGTON, Ind. (UPI) 
— Hollandsburg murder defen- 
dant Michael Wright probably 
will accept a  plea-bargain 
agreement on charges stem- 
ming from the Valentine's Day 
shotgun slayings of four Parke 
County brothers, his court-ap- 
pointed attorney says. 

Stephen L. Trueblood of 
Terre Haute said paperwork 
will be filed soon in Daviess 
Circuit Court enabling his 
client to agree to plead guilty to 
part of the charges against him 
and guilty to reduced charges 
on the rest. 

Wright, who has testified 
against two other defendants in 
the case, is slated to go on trial 
at Washington Nov. 7, but so 


far, no preparations have been f 
made for jury selection and no | 
paperwork on a plea bargain 1 


' has been filed. 


Trueblood did not say when E 


Judge James Arthur will re- 


During the first trial on the 
case, that of Roger Drollinger 
of Waynetown in Blackford 
Circuit Court, Hanner said he 
offered both Wright and Daniel 
Stonebraker, 20, Darlington, a 
deal in exchange for their testi- 
mony. 

The deal calls for them to 
plead guilty to one count of first 
degree murder and three 
counts of second degree 
murder. If they do, the state 
will recommend they receive 
sentences of two life terms and 
two terms of 15-25 years, Han- 
ner said. 

Trueblood said Wright, 21, 


ceive the documents he must | 
accept as part of the agreement |— 
- with Parke County prosecutor | 


- — Clelland Hanner. . 
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Crawfordsville, believes his co- 
operation may someday im- 
prove his chancés for being 
granted clemency. 

Drollinger was convicted on 
all four counts in the shotgun 
slayings of Ralph, Reeve and 
Raymond Spencer, all teen- 
agers, and their 22-year-old 
brother Gregory Brooks. He 
and David W. Smith, 18, 
Wingate, who was convicted in 
Jasper Circuit Court, were 
each sentenced to four life 
terms in prison. 

Stonebraker's trial is sched- 
uled to begin in Decatur Circuit 
Court at Gpeensburg Dec. 5. 
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BY RICHARD E. HARNEY 
PUBLISHER 

The prosecution staff began 

last Thursday to strip away the 

little boy characteristics 

presented by David Smith and 

show him to a Jasper County jury 

as a shotgun toting murderer and 
robber, one who always wenti 
_ along with his gang leader, Roger ^ 

~ Drollinger, regardless of the 

activity. 

The second week of the Smith 
trial began today (Monday) at 
Rensselaer. Smith is facing four 

123 counts of first degree murder in 
the slaying of Ralph, Reeve and 
T Raymond Spencer and their 
| stepbrother Greg Brooks at their 
> home near  Hollandsburg 
* February 14. Smith, at 18, is the 
youngest of the four accused 
murderers. Still waiting to come 
to trial is Michael Wright and; 
2 Daniel Stonebraker, 
~ Drollinger was found guilty of all 
four murder counts last month in | 
> Blackford County Circuit Court 
"at Hartford City. All four 
defendants are from Mont- 
gomery County. 
~ Smith is presenting a youthful |» 
look in the Jasper County | 
9» courtroom. The long stringy hair 
> he wore at the time of the mur- 
Du ders is now closely cut, making 
_ him look about 12 or 13 years old. 
He sits quietly in the courtroom 
all day, staring at the edge of the | 
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According to Stonebraker, the 
four members of the gang were 
riding around looking for cars to 
rob and spotted the Kunkle auto. 
Drollinger told them to rob it and 
Stonebraker, Smith and Wright 
got out, but Kunkle started 
backing up. They went back to 
Drollinger, who told them to go 
on and rob the couple. 
Stonebraker said they ran after 
the car and the driver stopped. 
He said the man rolled down the 
window and said ''What can I do 
for you boys?” Stonebraker said 
Smith took the man’s billfold and 
removed about $60. When the 
driver asked for the billfold back, 
Stonebraker said Smith threw the 
wallet back to him and then asked 
“What about her?” (Kunkle’s 


have any money. 


in their car and took off, but the 
man started following them and 
they realized they had forgotten 
to break off the car’s CB antenna. 
They soon lost their pursurer, 
Stonebraker said. 


Sunday assault on the Spencer 
home, Stonebraker said they 
robbed the Pat Chrisman home in 
Fountain County. He said they 
were riding around the country- 
ee side and although most wanted to 
ee ~ stop and rob another car, 
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~ Drollinger told them they should 
~ “get a house since people had ^ 


— more money in their homes." 


with Drollinger's theory. 


L outside and punctured the tires 
and ripped out the telephone 


— lines. He said he had the J.C. 2 
Penney shotgun and accompanied 
~ Drollinger and Smith into the) 


[— house, all masked. 

: The witness said the Chris- 
man's were on the living room 
floor on a mattress and that when 
Mrs. Chrisman answered 

door, the trio forced their way 
— — inside. Stonebraker said he asked 
7 for billfolds and guns. Drollinger 
"indicated to Stonebraker that the | 
man wasn’t ''trying too hard to 
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_ Stonebraker said Smith agreed! 
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table, his hands clasped in his | 
-lap. At times he has cried and 


wiped his eyes with his shirt 


_ sleeve. He looks anything but like 
"a person who would fire blasts | 


from a sawed off shotgun at a row 
of prostrate victims. This look is 


considered by many to be the | 


prosecution's major problem, to 


prove that the youth is a killer to | 
T the seven women and five men on | 


the jury. 
The defense attorneys, led by 
John Capper of Crawfordsville 


“and assisted by Rensselaer at- 


*torney Ed Dumas, have con-| 


siderably delayed proceedings of 
the trial with objections. They 
haved lodged objections to every 
piece of evidence the prosecution 


` has offered and constantly in- 
—-terrupted testimony with ob-/ 


jections. 

Capper and Dumas do not 
object in the normal courtroom 
style. Rather than voicing their 
objections from the defense 


“table, they instead ask Judge 


wife). but she said she didn’t 


Stonebraker said they got back | 


a 7 dan Stonebraker said they stopped 


at the home and Wright stayed 


the fa 


find his billfold and Drollinger| 


Michael Kanne if they “may 
approach the bench.” There, in a 


huddle with the defense at- 


torneys, lawyers on the 
prosecution staff and the judge, 
the objections are presented, 


argued and ruled upon, all in a |) | 


whisper. It is impossible for the 
jury, the press, or spectators to 
know the reasoning for the ob- 
jection, the arguments against 


and most times, the ruling given. p 


Le oat 


" 


e 


E 


These proceedings are all buried 
inthe court record, which will not 
be available for the public for 


several weeks. The process has | 


been a major source of 
frustration for reporters covering 
the trial. 


“Wiussday, the defense made 37 | 


objections during the day, more 
than raised the entire 13 days of 
the Drollinger trial. Courtroom 


` reporters have long ago given up | 
trying to keep track of the | 
_ number of defense objections | 
=S since 


they have been so 
numerous. There have also been 


"> at least five calls for a mistrial. 


The objections began the first 
day of trial when last Tuesday, 
Capper voiced two objections to 
the judge’s instructions to the 


_ jury and later interrupted the 


opening statement of Parke 
County prosecutor Clelland 


í Hanner with two more ob- 

| jections. 

© Last Thursday the prosecution | 
| began chipping away at the 


youthful character of Smith. 
They brought to the stand Daniel 
Stonebraker, codefendant in the 


= case, who testified Smith was a 
< willing participant in the mur- 
; ders and have been part of a 


week-long string of armed rob- 


; beries prior to the killings. 


Stonebraker was on the stand 


A nearly three hours Thursday, 
| testifying along the same lines as | 


he had at the Drollinger trial last | 
month. With the jury taken out of | 


the courtroom, Stonebraker was | 


on 
ung I 


| advised by Judge Kanne of his © 


Mf, 


* constitutional rights, that he did 


not have to testify and had the 
right to remain silent. Stone- 
braker, accompanied by his 


attorney, Don Gibson of 
Veedersburg, waived all of his 
rights. 

Prior to Stonebrakers 


testimony, Capper asked for af 
continuance, saying he had not 


received a transcript of 


~ Stonebraker's testimony during 
the Drollinger trial. According to 


reports, the judge told Capper he 


| should have been at the trial to) 


take his own notes. 


A 1975 graduate of North 


Montgomery High School, 
Stonebraker said he had known 
Smith for about two years. He 


said the week prior to the Spencer | 


murders, he, Smith, Wright and 


Drollinger were together every .. 


night, committing at least one 
armed robbery each night and 


2 sometimes two. Asked the pur- 
* pose of this activity by Hanner, 


Stonebraker said ‘‘for fun". 


Stonebraker testified that on| 
the | 
quartet robbed Vera Tilford, RR © 
* 1, Rosedale, at Lyford. He said | 


Wednesday, February 9, 


the four were returning from 
Terre Haute after getting dope 


~ and saw the car in front of them) 
He said 55 
- Drollinger told them the driver 
2 was probably drunk and they|- 


weaving a little bit. 


could stop and take his money. 
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The car, according to Stone- 52 
braker, stopped by a garage, but 
it wasn't a drunk, it was an ''old 
lady." He said Drollinger told | 
them to take a shotgun and get | 
the money. Stonebraker said he | 
had the J.C. Penney sawed-off .. 
shotgun with the pistol grip and | 
while Drollinger had his .38, the’ 
leader stayed in the car with his 
wife Kathy. 
Stonebraker said Smith went!” 
up to the car and asked for money!) 7 
and told the woman she had 
"better give us your money." | 
Meanwhile, Wright was shaking > 
the car and jumping up and down 
on it. The lady supposedly told 
the trio she didn't have any 


+ money with her. They went back 


to the car and Drollinger told 
them to *'get back there and get |^ 
the money." Smith took the ~ 
shotgun, according to Stone- 
braker, and the lady rolled her? 
window down slightly and handed ^ 
out $2. The trio took the money, 
got back into the car, which ` 
Drollinger was driving, and 
headed for Crawfordsville. 

(In her report to the Parke 
County Sheriff'S Department, — 
Mrs. Tilford said she was robbed! 
by four young males, two of which! 
got out of the vehicle. She said 
they took a wallet and her check-| 
book.) 

Stonebraker then told the jury” 
on Thursday night, February 10, | 


_they robbed Mr. and Mrs. Cy j 
` Kv ikle of Wallace in the northern) #2 


tip f Parke County, at Grange ~ 
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took the shotgun and held it to 
Mrs. Chrisman’s head and told 
her husband he ‘‘had better find 
his billfold quick.” Drollinger 
then asked about guns and the 
man ‘‘kinda stuttered and his 
wife said where the gun was” 
according to Stonebraker. 

Stonebraker said he got the 
man's shotgun and he and Smith 
went to the car, with Drollinger 
coming out last. 


Stonebraker said while they 
were inside they heard the glass 
break in the back door. and 
assumed it was Wright. 
Stonebraker said he had a hand- 
kerchief over his face, 
Drollinger wore a scarf over his, 


but he couldn't remember about, 


Smith. 
That same week the trio was on 


an inter-state highway and 
Drollinger wanted to stop a 


camper, rob it, and steal it. 


Stonebraker said they couldn't 
get the driver of the camper to 
stop and Drollinger told him to 
shoot the driver. Stonebraker 
said he refused because he 
"couldn't do it.” 


Stonebraker told the jury the! 


four usually met at the Captain's 
Table, a 
restaurant, during the day to plan, 
their robberies. Asked if ‘‘they 
did it for kicks", he said yes. 
Asked if he was afraid, he said 
“not really at that time." Asked 


as scared as I thought they would) 
1 be." 
* Stonebraker also reconfirmed 
~ that he and Wright had robbed 
- Wrights great uncle of two 


shotguns, shells and a machete — 


Sunday afternoon before the 
| murders. 


activities on Saturday and 
Sunday before they went to the 
Spencer home, the same as he 
had at Hartford City during the 
; Drollinger trial. This included the 


meeting at the Waynetown -. 


laundromat, the trip to Danville, 
Illinois, the shooting of the dog 
. and the visit by Drollinger at the 


attorney, Nile Stanton. 


rr ouem _ es — < 


Crawfordsville a 


about the victims of the hold-ups, - 
Stonebraker said they were “not - 


The witness testified to the — 


Lew Wallace Inn to meet with his | 


In discussing the trip back; 
from Danville, Stonebraker said ` 


everyone was discussing 
Drollinger's plan ‘‘to kill some 
people”. Stonebraker said he was 
against it, Wright “was hesitant 
but would if everyone else wanted 


to" and Smith ‘‘wanted to do it.” | 


Stonebraker quoted Smith as 
saying ‘‘Yea, let's do it." 
Stonebraker said he asked 
Drollinger about children in the 


house if they went through with © 


the plan and said Drollinger told 
him it didn't matter if there were, 
"they had to be killed." 

At the Lew Wallace Inn, while 
waiting for Drollinger, 


Stonebraker said Smith asked | 
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2 the floor with the others. 
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him why he wouldn't go along © 
with killing people and’ ; 
Stonebraker said he told him "I # 
just couldn't do it." 1 

Leaving the Lew Wallace, 
Stonebraker said the four were 
driving around while Drollinger 
and Smith tried to talk him into a 
plan to murder people. Finally, 
he said, Wright said "Let's do it” 
and Smith kept on him, saying 
“Why don’t you want to? Come 
on, let's do it." Asked by Hanner | 
if Smith ever objected to killing 
people, Stonebraker said he did 
not. 

Stonebraker related coming 
upon the Spencer house by 
chance and noticing the large 
number of late model cars|- 
around. He said they cruised’ 
back and forth in front of the’ 
house four times and then turned 
onto a gravel road and stopped. 
Here Drollinger told them they 
should make an agreement that 
everyone shoot or be shot. 
Stonebraker said Smith saidi 
"okay", Wright  ''stuttered|; 
around" and he *'said nothing". 
He told the jury that Drollinger |.— 
then turned to the others and said .— 
“Shoot or be shot, all right?” He — 
said Smith and Wright agreed, © 


~ fire a second shot. 


nre tp a fg. 


' identified it as ‘‘That’s the four 9 


"> fired first at Greg Brooks who was fi 


but he shook his head no 


Drollinger then told them there 
was no need for masks because; . 


i -no one would be alive to identify 


them. | 
Stonebraker said Smith was! 

first in the Spencer home, 
charging in the back door after | 
slipping about three times on the | 

* ice on the steps. He said Smith 

< ordered Mrs. Spencer to the floor, 
while holding the J.C. Penney © 
shotgun on her. At this point, > 
Stonebraker identified a photo of? 
Smith with long hair, a photo 7 
entered into evidence over the 
objection of the defense. 

Stonebraker said Smith herded 

Ralph and Reeve Spencer into the 
living room and put them down” 
on the floor after they had come 
out to investigate the noise. He 
said Smith was headed to a 
bedroom when Raymond came in 
from working at the Raccoon 
Lake Restaurant and Smith 
yelled ‘“‘Think you're smart don't 
you" at him and put him down on 
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! gun and shot Brooks ''directly 


Stonebraker said Smith and) 
Wright took billfolds from two of fmi 
the boys laying on the floor, while) = 
he took a watch from one. D 

The witness said the victims 
were lined up and Smith went| 
over and nudged the youngest 
boy (14-year-old Ralph) and asked [ii 
him his age.  Showed d 
photograph of the four victims as f 
police found them, Stonebraker] 


boys we murdered.”’ ; 
At a nod from Drollinger, $i 
according to Stonebraker, Wright $i 


at the end of the line away from § 
him. He said Wright also fired the fi 
second shot, then Smith opened f 
fire. He said ten shots were fired, | 
but they had to find 11 shells, one 
of which was a live round which 8 
jammed in Stonebraker's auto- M 
matic shotgun when he tried to f 


Stonebraker testified that after $ 
the first shot hit Brooks, the f 
22-year-old reared up and said fi 
“Oh God, don't let 'em shoot me S 
again!" But the shooting E 
continued and when the firing M 
stopped, Drollinger took Smith’s 


into the head.” - 

The shotguns were then M 
entered into evidence and) 
defense objected to each and i 
called for a mistrial each time i 
when the judge overruled their 


objection. Án 
Asked why they took the) ® 
Spencer Thunderbird, ^ Stone- 


braker told Hanner he didn't 2X 
know at the time but later found [29 
out Drollinger wanted to go kill 77 
some more people. É 
After the murders, Stonebraker 
said he met Drollinger and Smith | 
at the Captain’s Table and | 
Drollinger told him about a piece | 
of flesh falling from his neck 
when he got home that night and 
took off his jacket. Stonebraker 
said Drollinger and Smith both 
laughed at the story. 


if Smith seemed any 
ifferent before or after the 
iurders, Stonebraker said he 
wuld see no difference. 
| Although it was 6 p.m. when 
'Stonebraker ended his testimony 
for the prosecution, the defense 
‘said they wanted to continue with 
cross examination. Dumas. rose | 
and, although he gave indication f 
that he was going to ''tear into" 
the witness, the examination 
lasted less than two minutes. The | 
only questions asked were if | 
‘Stonebraker was serving a ten 
year sentence on drug charges, to 


Asked 


e which he answered yes, and if 
~ Drollinger was not the ''leader, f 


T the bossman, the ringleader on all 


> these crimes?” Hanner objected f 


uw 


as pointing out mistakes, of | 
! suggesting how to do it better, | 


x 


to the latter question, saying ''the 


7 Indianapolis. As he had at the 


T at least twice and the fatal shot | 


| defense was supposed to cross p 


7^ robbery. 


ZH 


examine, not make a speech." 
l Hanner was overruled and! 
? Stonebraker answered the ques- © 
T tion with a simple ''yes." 
Dumas also asked if Drollinger 


‘didn't know what "''critique 


: 8 didn't critique the gang after each © 
Stonebraker said hef 


, x 


* meant. Dumas defined the word —- 


and Stonebraker said ''yes." 
In the ‘‘redirect,’’ Hanner 


T asked if at the time of the | 
| shooting the four were under the 
> influence of drugs or alcohol and 


' Stonebraker said they were not. 


j He also affirmed that he hadfi 
entered a guilty plea to the drug 


: | which began 


n charges. ^ 
The marathon court session, 
at 9:30 


23 | Thursday, ended at 6:30 p.m. 


a.m. M 


After Cox, James 
testified. He performed the 
autopsy on the four boys at 
Wishard Memorial Hospital in 


“war her up a little and tear her 
"ear up." 

On February 14. the day of the 

"murders, but after they had 


Drollinger trial, Dr. Benz testified | happened. Rhodes said he saw 
Smith at the courthouse in 


that Greg Brooks was shot at least |! : : : : F 
twice, once from a distance and a| Crawfordsville during Drol- | 
fatal shot from close range, from | i linger’s drug trial. He said Smith f 
a distance of one to three feet. He Masked him if he knew about the 

> murders. Rhodes said Smith told f 


M him a state cop and another guy Io 

left inch hole BERE told him (Smith) about it (the 

in his arholonpingh sa MC >) murders) and Smith told Rhodes 

pathologist testified that Ralph |, that E. RU pe pe killed £ 
Iso shot at least [yy next if he said anything about it." 7 

i C That.day Smith showed Rhodes 22 


twicé, grazed once and then)” da i E M 
receiving a fatal shot in the back |. a money clip with about $26 in it. f 


of his head. He testified that 19 Rhodes said Smith had no money f 
Reeve Spencer was probably shot | the day before. He also testified 
once, but it was a very large] | that Smith acted no differently 
wound in the back of his head. | that day than he had before. = 
almost two and one-half inches |. Rhodes told the jury he had 


, which blew his left eye seen the J.C. Penney shotgun at M 
wow MER ed. á S Drollinger's house and had fired 
Kevin Rhodes, 18, of Craw- © it and that he had seen the .38B 
fordsville, testified that he hadi 1 revolver, worn on different 
talked to Smith about robberies” — JEU ne ae and Smith 
i he four and that © in a shoulder holster. 
E pee d e When asked about Smith's $26, 


1 dmitted his part in 
Smith had admitte P >) Rhodes said he supposed Smith 


get it in a robbery. The defense 
M objected and Judge Kannef 
T admonished the witness not tof 

elaborate on questions or give his | 
2 own opinion. Smith's attorney, 7 
» John Capper, asked for a mistrial, 7 
saying the judge's admonition 
was not adequate to overcome 
prejudice which had been relayed E 
to the jury by Rhodes’ remark. f 
The mistrial request was noti 
granted. 
! The defense asked Rhodes if 
© Drollinger and Smith were 


woman robbery. 

Rhodes said Smith told him 
that when they robbed Mrs.) 
Tilford he jumped on the hood of 2 
the car and said if she didn’t 
give them money they would) | 


~ had talked about 
? someone.” T 
The defense asked Miss Bird-.— 


When the prosecution's turn 
came again, Deputy Parke 
County Prosecutor John Dowd 
asked Rhodes if Smith had talked 
about killing people to him.) 
Rhodes said yes. Asked “More 
than once?" Rhodes said yes. 
Asked if Drollinger had asked 
Rhodes to go along with the four 
of them the night of the murders, 
Rhodes said they had, but he 
didn't want to. 

Next on the stand was 19-year- | 
old Debra Birdsong, girlfriend of 
Rhodes. She backed up Rhodes © 


testimony of conversations from ~~ 
NH 
Stonebraker. Asked if Smith had" 
! talked about killing people, she; 


said he "just mentioned it”, but uu uncle of Wright, who said two x 


Smith, Drollinger, Wright and 


“shootingf 


song if, according to her in-{f 
formation, Drollinger had stayed (i 
in the car during two of the) 
robberies and she said he had. 
Pat Chrisman testified 
Thursday as to the robbery at his 
home by three young men, 
although he said he could not 
identify them. Chrisman, now [ 
living in Covington, said at the | 


time he and his wife Carol Sue) 


lived on RR 3, Veedersburg. j; 
Chrisman said his wife heard a 


noise that night and went to the | xS 


door. She said a young boy was| 
there and looked to be about 13 or 


14. She said she thought he hadi 


car trouble and when she opened | 
the door a little, someone else © 


pushed it on open with a shotgun. || 
He said the trio got $47 from his m 
wallet and his Remington 1100 [7 


automatic shotgun, a Christmas 
present from his wife. Chrisman 


— 3 said the youngest did not have a 


After taking the money and|— 
guns, Chrisman said the trio told 


them to lie down on the mattress | m 


seemed like an eternity" and“, 
when he started to get up 


isomeone said “I haven't left 


et." After they heard a car drive 


| off they tried to phone the police 


but the phone was dead. He said 1 
they got in the car and drove for | 
help even though the tires had Mi 
‘been punctured. td 
Also testifying Thursday was 


> Devon Moffitt, 57 year-old great | 


guns, a machete, and about 15 
boxes of shells were stolen from 


his home. One gun, a Stevens 16| 
"gauge pump shotgun, was one he [f 
had obtained from an uncle as a/ 
keepsake. 


It is this gun the) 


prosecution maintains that 


T Wright used in the murders. 


Also on the witness stand 


"Thursday was Harry Verhey,|- 


owner of a variety store in 


T Wingate, who said he sold three 


boxes of Peters 12 gauge shotgun 
shélls to two young men on)” 


» February 12, and Morris Mc- 


ullough of Wingate who was in| 
e store at the time and said the. 


"Drollinger. 


| The prosecution continued on)” 
Friday to batter at Smith's: 
character. vi 

Doris Perkins of LaPorte took 2 
the stand and said she was af 
former resident of Wingate, was a f 


cousin to Linda Claycomb and | 


Jiwith Mrs. Claycomb, owned the? 


rl 
Ma. > 


))Captain’s Table in Crawfords- 
‘ville for a short time. She said for 
~ three months the first part of this ? 


! together on a continual basis and ‘er 
» he said they were. Rhodes alsof 
told the defense, under question- L5 

ing, that Stonebraker told him 7 
(Rhodes) that Drollinger made s 
them do the  Hollandsburg 

murders and that after the Tilford £ 
woman robbery  ''Stonebraker 

wanted to do more.” 


Earler Thursday, Tom Cox 
JM testified that while working atl 
| Shades State Park last March he 
found the Remington 11007 
automatic 12 gauge shotgun) ~ 
"which the prosecution contends ~~ 
Stonebraker used in the murders. f 
It was this gun that was stolen! = 
from the Chrisman home. An ~ 
‘amateur gun collector, Cox) 
testified that the gun barrel was 
sawed off too short for normal 
"hunters. He said he spotted the —- 
9 gun, stuck upright in the mud, | 
T barrel down, in some weeds on | 
March 8, his first day on the job 


mask, but the other two did. One, 

he said, stood back in a corner in [i 
the dark and didn't show himself f year she lived with Mrs. Clay- | 
ME d said at one point the B; comb in a three-bedroom trailer 


gunman took the shotgun away {f e VERD said she had met 
—3 from his head and put it to his” Iss Ferg 


" ; : "> Smith in January at the trailer 
wife's, He said Mrs. Chrisman] Sr tat he came often and spent 
bothering her and stuck her ee tog gient. TE ie a rk 1D uta 
Pf ( 1 three houses from Smith's home. 

finger almost ip the sawed, off ined Miss Perkins said one night] 
anes owe Smith talked about committing 
29€ armed robberies with Drollinger. 


d) UA 
T » NS av. 
a 44. Cheryl Stonebraker, 20-year- 
i: "Neu A ~ old sister of Daniel Stonebraker, 
In commenting about the robbery) took the stand and told about 
f of Mrs. Tilford, Miss Perkins said | Prollinger pointing to the road) “became her ‘‘boyfriend.’’ Shel 
ZSmith told her Drollinger had © leading to the Spencer house on denied that Drollinger ''moved 
instructed him to hit the woman! their way to Terre Haute for aL in’’ with her. y 
but he couldn't “because I felt} concert, after the murders. i Claycomb 


sorry for her.” : During that trip, Miss Stone] 
T Before the murders, Miss) braker said she asked Smith if 
>> Perkins said Smith often had a = 
» handgun with him in a shoulder! © 
| holster and during the last day of 
? the Drollinger drug trial told herf 9 cnc wanted is 
| that he and some other boys were. — ENS. did AE T 
4 UE iae aero en oes n Miss Stonebraker said she next 
fs il. Miss i i 
| 2$ Perkins said she me Mrs D. saw Smith at the Parke County _ kiddingly, they were going to rob another conference, Hanner told 
. LX jall in Rockville and visited him | : : , : 
Claycomb talked Smith out of the bout twice a week. She said) the Station. She quoted Smith asf ii the officer to write out the full 
plan. 3; PEE o rom het he wWeuid ll saying ''All right. There won't be; f name on the picture. The initial | 
The morning after the killings 4 "ww any witnesses." She then told was apparently the object of the| 
Miss Perki aid Smith E rather not talk about the | him “No dummy, we're just criticism from the defe tabl 
erxins said smith came! © = Hollandsburg murders. She saidi — " md Tg ODER 
into the restaurant with a Smith. never did “come out and BEBBE COEM buy gas." An uncle to the Spencer boys: 
Crawfordsville newspaper and —The defense received yes |. by a former marriage took the] 


l 73 say he did the murders” but she i $34 i 
eut out th goth . : +a - stand and told of tif 
e article about the) quoted him as saying he ‘‘was answers from (Mrs. Claycomb |” boys’ bodies for D P E 
hen they asked if Smith went) À 


killings. She said Mrs. Claycomb L7 ; 

asked him if he had anything to) sorry and one God would | i | Kenney also told of spotting the 

«apo 3 © forgive him for what he did. verywhere Droll f it EN : 

do with the slayings-and-“‘he just) < Asked-if'sh= rota À TAS : inger went, I? it =" stolen Thunderbird on a country 

chuckled”. The third time he was | diff. © tougat there was Mii wasn't Drollinger's idea to»get ll road about seven miles from the 

BRA E Su no “according t LOS a difference in Smith's behavior alse social security numbers qd ta h 

? , g tol before and after the murders und ahi : pencerene: 
Fhe wilfiess i ; nder assumed names in Florida Kenney called ISP trooper 
: Miss Stonebraker said after his and if Smith babysat with Mrs Ra Gs k h p 

arrest Smith was depressed and{ i Mabe Eh tO St AUR 


Witnesses last Wednesday 
included Indiana State Police} 
Technician Jerry Stateler who 
took photographs at the murder 
scene. Some 38 color photographs 
were identified by Stateler, but 
when the prosecution attempted 
» to enter them, the defense 

~ objected. After nearly an hour's 
> argument at the bench, 24 were 
~ finally admitted into evidence and 
1.219 passed to the jury to see. 
Enroute to Florida, she said At one point, Stateler was told 
& Smith was asleep in the back seat by Hanner to put a “G” on the 
_ when they stopped for gas. Smith photo of Greg Brooks. The 

awakened and she told him, defense objected and after 


his hands on his chair preparing 
to rise. Anticipating an objection, 
Deputy Prosecutor Dowd cut him 
short with ''We're going to 
introduce these items in evidence 
through this witness Mr. Cap- 
per.” 

Rehling identified the auto- 
matic shotgun plus the other two 
which were found in a later search 19 
of the drea. A 


stayed with her most nights and 


recounted 


7 Florida and that while there she’ 
had found out they were wanted 
killed those people and he said Mu wet WE pi puedes 
no. Then she said Smith asked if In cross examination, Capper 
asked the trooper if “In your 
presence did not Mrs. Lyons s 
3 (Smith's mother) try to get David |. 
Smith away from Drollinger.'' 
Hanner objected to the question, L^ 
it was sustained, so the question | 
‘remaining unanswered. i 
In an unusual move, which 
brought a chuckle to the 
courtroom, Judge Kanne asked 
Trooper Rehling to make sure all 
the weapons were clear - un- | 
loaded - before he examined "n 
them. They were. 


Gary Hood, another State | 
Police technician, told of his | 
investigation at the scene and of |. 
collecting physical evidence. 


T 
i 


Another day, Smith came to the| : 


1 started reading the Bible every 


She said brown and was told by 
Smith that he didn't like it and] — 


that Smith was always polite, “T 


thought he was nice." 
l started 


Drollinger.” 


saying that was not 


“I believe it was.” 


After several minutes of 
hesitation, Judge Kanne told 
Dumas to either request a written 
transcript of that part of the 
testimony or rephrase the 
question. Dumas rephrased his 
question. It was apparent to 
many in the courtroom that the 
judge was tiring of the week-long 


b ections by the defense. 


Hanner objected 
the 
testimony, to which Dumas said 


C if it was faii to say "that wherever 


you find Roger you find David” | 


and she said yes. Asked if David 
didn't *'idolize Roger?’’ she said 


yes. 


Linda Claycomb was the last 
$ witness Friday. At 33, she said 


Claycomb's little girl going to and 
while in Florida. 
d Another marathon court ses- 
‘sion ended Friday at 5:15 p.m. 
Friday morning. State Police 
Detective Sergeant Lloyd Heck 
testified about physical evidence 
; taken from the Spencer home and 
ISP Sgt. Robert Conley testified 
for three and one-half hours on 
the specifications and details of 
the murder the 


Swank took the stand to testify to 
his part in the investigation. He 
identified a photograph of the car 
and although the defense 
objected, the picture was entered. 
into evidence. JN nnl 
Parke County Ambulance Ser- 


vice Director David Finney Hauck 
his arrival at the scene and 
subsequent actions, taking the 
victim's bodies to Wishard 


Three objections came from the 
defense during Hood's testi- 
mony—when he talked about a 
mass of blood at the scene, when 
he identified Mrs. Spencer's wig 
and it was passed to the jury, and | 
when Hanner asked him if a 
person wearing gloves would not 
leave fingerprints. ^ 
The final witness Wednesday 
was ISP detective Bill Nave, who 


weapons and 
* she now works at a slaughter p 


house after selling her interest in? 
the Captain's Table and working 
as a bartender at Mellott. 

Miss Claycomb said she saw 
Smith often for the past three 
years and that he had dropped out 
of high school in his sophomore 
year. She testified that he had 
once started talking about 
robberies but she didn’t hear all 
of it and told him she didn't want? 
to hear it. / l 

After the murders, she said 
Smith moved to her trailer on a 
full-time basis and although she 
asked him, he denied having an 
part in the slayings. She said he 

wried a gun ‘‘for self protection 

:ause of the murders.” 


"ammunition they took. Conley 
said his testing showed .that at 
least three of the recovered spent 
| Shotgun shells were fired in the 
jJ.C. Penney gun “and none 
other." That is the gun the! 
prosecution says Smith used. 
Indiana State Police Major Stan 
Kenny took the stand briefly to 
establish the ''chain of custody” 
for the automatic shotgun and 
shells. The prosecution must 
show that the evidence presented 
in the courtroom is the same as 
found in the investigation and 
each person handling it must 
testify as to who they got it from 
and to whom they later gave it. | 


Hospital in Indianapolis 


for 

7 autopsy, in ''disaster pouches.” 
He identified a pink sweater with 
a huge hole in the back sur- 
rounded by blood as one worn byf 
Mrs. Spencer the night he treated 


testified that he bought shotgun 
‘shells similar to those found 
T discarded at the Shades Park at 
the Wingate store 


S Ms 


her for wounds and shock. The 
defense objected to entering the / 


sweater as evidence, but their 


objection was overruled. 


ISP trooper Tom Rehling took 
the stand and told of picking up 


“the Remington shotgun at the! 
Shades. As State Police Detective | 
Lloyd Heck began bringing the 


three murder weapons into the 
courtroom, attorney Capper put 


M 
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BY RICHARD E. HARNEY 
PUBLISHER 

The first degree murder case of 
18 year old David Smith is 
scheduled to go to the jury 
Thursday. It will be the ninth day 
of the trial at Jasper Circuit Court 
at Rensselaer where Smith faces 
four counts of murder in the 
Hollandsburg murder case. The 
youngest of the four men arrested 
for the crime, he is charged with 
killing Ralph, Reeve, Raymond 
Spencer and their step-brother 
Greg Brooks. 

The prosecution rested its case 
after prezenting testimony from 
Michael Wright, co-defendant, 
and Betty Jane Spencer, the only 
survivor of the massacre, on 
Monday. The defense began to 
present its case Tuesday morning 
and called only six witnesses. 
Smith himself did not take the 
stand to testify in his own behalf. 

While five of the defense 
witnesses testified for about an 
hour, all of Tuesday afternoon 
was taken up by two psychiatrists 
— one retained by the defense 
and one appointed by the court. 

Today (Wednesday) one more 
court appointed psychiatrist will 
testify for the prosecution and the 
rest of the day is expected to be 
taken in arguing what final 
instructions will be given to the 
seven women and five men who 
make up the jury. Closing 
arguments by the defense and 
prosecution are scheduled to 
begin Thursday morning with the 
case going to the jury immediate- 
ly afterwards. 


Wright, 22, took the stand as 
one of the major prosecution 
witnesses Monday morning. He 
was accompanied to the court- 
room by his attorney, Steve 
Trueblood of Terre Haute. 

After Wright was advised of hiss 
constitutional right to remain 
silent and not incriminate himself 
by Judge Michael Kanne, 
defense attorney John Capper of 
Crawfordsville immediately 
moved to have Wright excluded 
from testifying because  he| 
claimed he had violated the courts 
separation of witnesses order. 

Capper attempted to show that | 
Wright had been housed in the| 


Í same cell in the Jasper County jail 


with co-defendant Daniel Stone- | 
braker and that they had 
discussed Stonebraker’s testi- 
mony at the Smith trial last week. 
Wright denied such a discussion 


about specific testimony or the | 


questions asked of Stonebraker 
and his answers. Wright said they 
only discussed the trial and 
murder in a general way. 

Judge Kanne also questioned 
Wright closely and then overruled 
and denied the exclusion order. 
He also denied a motion for 
mistrial by Capper. 

Wright, who dropped out of 


school after the ninth grade, 
basically gave the same testimony 
he gave during the trial of Roger 
Drollinger in Hartford City last 
month. Drollinger, convicted on 
all four counts of murder in the 
Hollandsburg case, is to be 
sentenced Monday, October 17. 

When asked if he knew 
Drollinger, Wright said ‘‘yes’’ 
and grimaced. 

He testified about a week long 
robbery spree leading up to the 
Hollandsburg murders—the rob- 
bery of Mrs. Vera Tilford at 
Lyford, of the Pat Chrisman home 
in Fountain County and of Mr. 
and Mrs. Cy Kunkle on a Parke 
County road. One addition in the 
robbery story that Wright 
testified that Drollinger’s wife 
Kathy was with the quartet 
during the Tilford and Kunkle 
robberies. 

Wright told the jury that Smith 
carried the sawed-off shotgun 
during the Tilford and Kunkle 
robberies. Wright claimed he 
stayed outside during the robbery 
at the Chrismans’, to cut the 
phone lines. He also said he and 
Stonebraker robbed the Devon 
Moffitt home of two shotguns, 
shells and a machete. Moffett is 
Wright’s great uncle. 


Wright said that on the Sunday 
afternoon before the four went to 
the Spencer home that night, he 
saw Drollinger saw off the barrel 
of the Moffitt’s sixteen gauge. He 
also said he was shown a pattern 
in the grass by Smith and 
Drollinger where they had fired 
the shotgun stolen from the 
Chrisman home to see what sort 
of ‘‘spread’’ the blast would 
make. 

Wright testified that coming 
back from Danville, Illinois that 
Sunday Drollinger tried to talk the 
other three into killing some 
people. Wright said they all 
discussed what it might be like to 
kill people, but no one except 
Drollinger expected it to really 
happen. 

Prior to the night of the 
murders, Wright said he had 
never been to Parke County 
before and didn't know where 
they were when they stopped at 
the Spencer home. He said 
Drollinger told everybody what to 

do and how to do it. In relating 


Drollinger's warning that it would 
be ‘‘shoot or be shot," Wright 
said he and Stonebraker objected 
but Smith said nothing. Stone- 
braker, according to Wright, 
asked about the possibility of 
children in the house and Smith | 
reportedly said ''that's too bad.”’ | 

Smith and Stonebraker went in | 
the back door, Wright said, while 
he went in the front. After Mrs. 
Spencer and Greg Brooks were 
forced to lie on the floor with their 
heads down, hands behind their 
backs, Smith went to the bedroom 
to bring out the other two boys, 
Reeve and Ralph. Asked by 
Prosecutor Clelland Hanner what 
the two younger boys looked like, 
Wright said ‘I don't remember 
anything about the two boys 
except they were small.” 

While in the house, Wright 
said he got an apple from the 
kitchen and ate some of it, 
throwing the rest in a bathroom | 
stool. He testified he was in a 
back bedroom when Raymond 
Spencer came home from working 
at the Raccoon Lake Restaurant 
as a clean up boy and in fact, 
didn't know they had shot five 
persons until after they had left 
the house. 

Wright said the firing began 
when Drollinger commanded the 
three to ''waste ’em.’’ Before 
firing, he said he told Drollinger 
he couldn’t do it but Drollinger 
pulled out his pistol and told 
Wright ‘he would do it or else."' 
Wright said he shot first, but 
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aimed 

where Greg Brooks was lying. 
Wright said he thought he missed 
Brooks. He said Brooks raised up 
and said ''Oh God don't shoot me 
again." At that, Wright said 
Drollinger took Smith's shotgun. 
grabbed Brooks by the hair and 
“blew his head off.'"' Wright said | 
he thought he fired three times at | 
the victims. Wright told the jury | 
when the four left the house, |2 
Drollinger got into the Spencer's | 
Thunderbird and the other three | 
climbed into a rented Omega. | 
Then Drollinger came back and |= 
said he wanted someone to ride 
with him and Stonebraker went 
up and got in with Drollinger. 
Wright said there was a police 
scanner in the Omega and when 1 
he heard there was a survivor of E 


the massacre he flicked his lights 
at Drollinger up ahead and they 
pulled over to abandon the! 
Thunderbird. He said they were 
originally going to Indianapolis to 
commit some more robberies and | 
maybe kill some more people, ` 
leaving the Thunderbird at the 
murder scene. 
At the end of his 2% hours of | 
"testimony for the prosecution, = 
! Hanner asked Wright if each of 
— the four had shot. Wright said | 
yes. Asked ''And you hope you; 
didn't hit anybody?" Wright | 

— answered ''] hope not." 

! n cross examination, Capper 
asked Wright if Drollinger was | 
the bossman and the ringleader | 
and if Drollinger directed the 
robberies. Wright said yes. 
Capper then pointed out that in 

| the statement Wright had made 

T in California at the time of his 
arrest, he had said Drollinger 


Jose, California on March 16, 
1977. Also admitted by Wright 
was being incorrect in the 
statement that he said Smith shot 
first. 

Asked by Hanner if he had had 
time to think more about the night 
of the murders, Wright said 
"Quite a bit of time.” 

Monday afternoon, Betty Jane 
Spencer took the stand and held 
the courtroom's rapt attention as 
she tearfully related the events of 
the murders of which she was the 
sole survivor. Mrs. Spencer said 


! when the three burst into the 


home she thought it was ''A bad 
joke." She described Smith as 
looking like ''A young boy who 
hadn't started to shave yet.” 

Mrs. Spencer broke down early 
in talking about Ralph Spencer 
and apologized to the jury by 
saying ''l'm having a hard time 
with Ralph today, we would have 
just had his birthday.” 

After describing the assault on 
the Spencer home, the rum- 
maging by the intruders and 
breaking of items and being put 
on the floor face down with their 
hands behind their backs, Mrs. 


* 


— Spencer was asked by Hanner if 


she saw any of those men in the 

courtroom. She looked directly at | 
Smith and said ''1 would like for 
that young man to look up at 
me." Smith's head jerked up, 
almost automatically, then was 
dropped again to the position he 
had held since Mrs. Spencer 
entered the room. She said 
"That's him," then added “I 
would like for him to look at me 
again please.” This time Smith 
would not raise his head but 
was ordered to do so by the judge. 
As he dropped his head back he 


Spencer added one detail. She 
said when Drollinger asked for an 
ice pick (to be used to puncture 
car tires) she said she thought 
they were going to stab the family 
with it. “I prayed they wouldn't 


do that’’ Mrs. Spencer said, ‘but © 


would shoot us, get it over with.” 
The defense objected to Mrs. 
Spencer showing the wounds she 


received to the jury and instead, | 


photographs of her taken at the 
hospital were passed to the jury. 
Mrs. Spencer testified that some 
of the  buckshots was still 
embedded in her back, shoulder 
and arm and her left arm was 


impaired she also said she had | 


suffered a hearing loss. As she 
described her injuries, Smith 
broke out crying again. 

Just before the prosecution 
ended nearly 2% hours testimony 
‘by their chief witness. Hanner 
asked ‘tof the four who did you 
Tsee most clearly?” 

| Spencer, "Mr. Smith." 
The defense said they had no 


2 questions to ask and Hanner told 


‘the court that the prosecution 
rested their case. 
Courtroom observers expecting 


to see some type of spirited f 
2 defense by Smith's two young 


attorneys were disappointed 
when the defense opened its case 
on Tuesday morning. Before 
lunch five witnesses were called, 
three of whom said they didn’t 


2S know Smith. 
X 


"Nancy Hoskins, postmaster of 


First on the stand was Mrs. 


Wingate, who said she knew 
Smith and his family. She 
testified that Smith ‘‘was always 
nice to me'' and was ''like the 
rest of the kids.” 


Said Mrs. —— 
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j 
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Mrs. Hosk old of receiving 
an FBI wanted poster on Smith 
and displaying it in the postoffice. 
She said everyone came in to the 
postoffice to see it because no one 
in Wingate had ever been wanted 
before. 

Hanner asked Mrs. Hoskins if: 
Smith lived with Linda Claycomb 


sometimes and was told ''1 guess 7 
? he did.” Hanner tried to enter the C 


on Smith into 


- wanted poster 
the 


? evidence, but 


defense | 


KT i 
"someone would be staying 
' there, he could look up to.” Mrs. © 
T Clark said. Smith told her that {f 
Drollinger '*was really neat.” She 
? said she noticed little change in 
Smith before and after Drollinger| 
— moved in. She told Hanner inf 
f cross-examination that Smith was? 
an average student who showed 
improvement as time went on and 
7 had an average ability to learn. 
The background of David Smith 
came to light Tuesday afternoon 
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strongly objected. Court was) through testimony of Dr. Edward 


recessed nearly an hour while the | — 


^2 judge searched the question and 

returned with a denial of the 

poster as evidence. 

$ 

and Smith's activities, Mrs. 

_ Hoskins said they ''deviled and 
harrassed our 

_ every night." 


Next on the stand was Harry 7 
Siamas, prosecutor attorney for Í 
7— Montgomery County. He said he | 
—— did not know Smith but had been 


T contacted by Smith's mother, 
7 Mrs. James Lyons, about 
__ problems she..had. with » Smith 
since he met Drollinger. 
Glen  Sillery, X Montgomery 


— —M PE 
County Sheriff, said he didnt 
— know Smith either but that 
—JDrollinger was the probable 
instigator of many problems that 
"occurred when Drollinger was 
confined to the 
^ County jail on several occasions. 
Montgomery County Deputy 
Prosecutor Donald Hopper took 


the stand and said, he was quite [2 


familiar with Drollinger ‘‘un- 


fortunately’? but did not know) 


Smith. He testified that Drol- 


linger was involved with several | 


Asked to describe Drollinger — 


town partically | 


Montgomery ; 


Vs 
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i o 
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? other victims, after firing the fatal | 
< shot into Brooks. Wright said that 
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T 


went down the line and shot at [— be canat b Gini eav anitis 


| handed a handkerchief by his 
^ attorney. 

Describing most events as she 

_ had at the Dro 


te a4 


was not correct. 

Since the defense referred to | 
Wright’s statement, 
immediately took the opportunity — 
to enter the statement into —— 
evidence and asked that it be read 
to the jury. After a lengthy legal 
argument, Judge Kanne read to 
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Drollinger, according to Doctor 77 
Stuntz, moved to the Smith home | 


in the fall of 1973 and stayed until | 


PERGAM. 
Drollinger wa 
psychiatrist 


s described by the 
as a charismati 


llinger trial, Mrs. 


Her opinion was different of ~ young people in the area with 
Roger Drollinger of whom, she f drug dealings. 
said “I was scared to death of" Alice Clark, a teacher of Smith 
him." She said there was a big) — at Coal Creek Central, said Smith 
change in Smith after he teamed) V. "always very pleasant, 
up with Drollinger, that he wasi happy-go-lucky.” 
“not his usual friendly self and Z3 wasnt the best 
was more tough acting and not so S wasn't the worst either. 
happy.” She said that Smith and. 
Drollinger, along with others, — 
"rode around and kept us awake: ~ 
half the night by squealing tire 
and things like that.” 


' of Drollinger a 


- to the Smith 


She said he’ behavior. 
student but 


Mrs. Clark said Smith told her |= 


nd his wife moving 
home in 1973 and| dependence on and acceptance by 


ll pleased that | 


3 


is 
4 
4 


a 7X January of 1974, a period of three L— 
2723 months. He said Drollinger made fi 


lan initial impact on Smith who f 


father figure for Smith. He 


testified Smith told him Drol- ar 


linger "showed he really cared? 


victims to get away. He said 
' Drollinger always told him what | 
ito say and how to ''talk like a 
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being influenced for good by 
ministers visiting him in jail. He 
said Smith now reads the Bible 


and told him ''I feel I have been | 


Stuntz, a Lafayette psychiatrist 
. who examined Smith last) 
September. — — | 

The doctor said Smith was| 
. almost totally influenced by 
. Drollinger, was a border line 
= mental retardation case, was an 
- alcohol addict, and had group 

delinquency tendencies. 

Stuntz said Smith's father was 
~ an alcoholic who beat up his! 
— mother and Mrs. Smith had once 
> pulled a knife or gun on the father 

when he tried to throw Smith's 

_ half-brother out the window. Thel 

father left home before Smith) 
" started to school. Stuntz said 
LT Smith was denied a father image 

- until his mother remarried, when | 

~ Smith was 16 years old. 

| Smith's older brother, who at 

age 22 was a heavy drinker, | 
— persuaded Drollinger and his first ^ 

' wife to move in with them, whenf 

Smith was 14 years old. 

The doctors said Smith did his| 
__ best school work in 1974 when he 
had a B- average in the eighth) 
grade, but that he dropped out of! 
— school in the ninth grade when he | 
turned 16. He said by that time | 
< under the influence of Drollinger, 

Smith was a heavy drinker and 

was taking amphetamines daily. 

Doctor Stuntz said when tested 
C last September, Smith had an-1Q 
— 7 of 82 and a diminished ability. to 
7X concentrate on the results of his 
He said Smith was 
insecure and dependant, but was 
capable of acting out his 
frustration and anger. He said the 
defendant had a need for] 
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- someone and showed a need to be 
» led by someone. 
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Asked about his training. Dr. 
Stuntz said he had attended a 
school founded by Dr. Karl 
Menninger. The prosecution | 
asked if the doctor knew Doctor |^ 
Menninger had written a book 
called ‘‘Crime Without Punish- | 
ment"' and supported a theory of | 


À : —— for me and treated me like a) gestr. 
g was 14. Drollinger, the doctor son.” But he said Smith told him EB 


~ 


At the Chrisman robbery, the |" faultless crimes. Dr. Stuntz said 


forgiven by God and I'm ready to ed 


—— testified, was unemployed and! 
_ stayed at the house while Mrs. 
d i : ¥ 
? Smith was at work, governing the .- 


: Drollinger always talked him into 
_ stealing but gave him money. Inf 
the summer of 1976 Drollinger| 


doctor said Smith grabbed the 


igun from Stonebraker but then | 


fx} 


! backed off. Then Drollinger took! 


pay my debt." The doctor said 


out of jail but 
decided not to. 


LET 


Smith once considered breaking | 


the founder was ''Very disturbed 
with the present criminal justice 
system.” Ml 


after praying, i 
3 VT 
B. The prosecution began im-| | 
"mediately to discredit the X 
œ testimony of Dr. Stuntz. He was 2 
P. asked if he had based much of his 


Dr. Stuntz agreed that Smith 
was still quite susceptible to the 
influence of someone like Roger 
Droliinger and under such 
influence could still be suscept- f 
ible to kill. ] 

The defense rested its case at 


activities of Smith and his 11 and! gave Smith a job on the Drollinger 
~ 10 year old brothers. — farm but never paid him the $200 


. According to Stuntz, Drollinger M he owed him. Smith told Stuntz 


taught the boys how to steal soft | that he stayed with Drollinger to! 
drinks from vending machines, 


j — try to get the $200, to which the! 
| furnished them with BB guns toL doctor said. "which showed his © 


? shoot out street lights, taught) poor judgment on how to collect 


the gun and got tougher with the 
victims. The doctor said Smith 
always tried hard to remember 
Drollinger's training and ‘‘do it. 
might." - sir T» 

At the Spencer home on 
February 14, Doctor Stuntz said, : 
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examination results on whati ` 


2 Smith told him and he said he! 


| 
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them to shoot a pistol, showed |. 
them how to steal, got them | © 
drunk and supplied them with 
drugs. 

The doctor said Smith became? 
an early alcohol addict and wasi“ 
dependant on drugs. He said 
Smith was drunk at least once al 
week between the ages of 13 and 
17 and often had a hangover and| 
slept in, missing school. He said)” 
Smith had experienced the 
"shakes'' and drank heavily to. 
eliminate his depressive state. On 
drugs, the doctor said Smith” 

- consumed about 1:4 ounces of! 
"pot" a week between the ages of | 
15 and 17 and took amphetamines [2 
every day during 1976. č 

Stuntz said when Drollinger € 
was living with Smiths he tried to 
turn the boys against their mother 
and even tried to have sexual 
relations with the mother to 
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discredit her with her sons. He 
said Drollinger bought expensive | 
gifts for the boys. The doctor 
testified that Mrs. Smith claimed 
she let Drollinger stay only 
because she felt sorry for his wife. 
After Drollinger left (to go to 
prison on a drug charge) Stuniz 
said Smith did better in school. 
cut down on his drinking and was 
not inclined toward serious crime. 
Drollinger returned to the area 
in 1976 and took up with Smith 
again, taking him on drug dealing 
trips. The doctor said Smith 
became dependant on drugs but 
—- was not physically addicted to 
EE them. 


- machines. 
“talked to Smith for about a month 


wages due him." j 
Stuntz testified that Smith wasi 

with Drollinger constantly going 

to Terre Haute for drugs, 


_ throwing kerosene along the road 


and lighting it, shooting at signs, 
and breaking into vending! 
He said Drollinger 


before the Spencer murders about 
killing people and demonstrated 
several times how easy it was by 


— shooting dogs. 


Smith told Stuntz that he 
carried a revolver into thet 
courtroom during Drollinger’s 
drug trial at Crawfordsville 
because Drollinger told him they? 
“would kill anyone who got in 
their way.” 

Stuntz said  Drollinger's 
method of operation was to coach 
susceptible boys in petty crimes, 
then build them up to more 
serious crimes by rewards o 
threats, including shooting them. 
He said Drollinger was always in 
the background, pushing the boys 
to do his will and sometimes) 
stepping in to show how to 
become more brutal. He said 
after the crimes Drollinger would 
lecture them on how they could 
have been better. 

Smith told Stuntz about the 


robberies the week before thel 
7 murders. 


Stuntz said in thel 
Tilford robbery, Smith had felt 
sorry for the woman and was mad 
because Drollinger pressured him 
into doing it. At the Kunkle 
robbery, he said Smith took more 
initiative and wanted the gun 
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Smith was not under the influence - 


of drugs or alcohol. He said Smith 


"knew it was wrong’’ as they 


uu. 
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approached the house but Smith 
didn’t expect there would be any 

killing, only a robbery. Smith told f 
him he was scared but knew if he £ 


Lv | 


did not shoot that Drollinger 


would shoot him. : 
After the murders, Smith told - 
the doctors that he "'felt real) 


dirty" and was tormented with —— 
guilt feelings and drank heavily | 


every day. He said Smith had 


nightmares and flash backs of the ~~ 


murder scene until sometime 


! after he was taken into police £ 


custody. 

The doctor said Smith told him 
that while Smith and Drollinger 
were on the run in Florida, 
Drollinger told the teenager he © 
‘loved him like a son” but beat 
him up on another occasion. | 
Smith told Stuntz that while in | 
Florida he wanted to give himself ^ 
up and prayed to God that he 


_ would be picked up. He said 


Drollinger made him carry all the 
equipment all the time and to 
break in places to get food. 
Stuntz said while in jail Smith 
had ideas of suicide. The doctor |! 


said Smith received a letter from | 


Drollinger, written from the 
Indiana State prison, saying he 
hoped Smith would ‘‘stick by 


ler. 
LET 


had. Asked if Smith 
mentioned being, valine: kill 
| UAM earlier that day, killing 


_ laughing at the scene, asking the 
victims' ages or chuckling when 
asked the next day 


said Smith had not told him those ~ 


things. 


Asked if he thought psy- 


thought so. He was. asked if he 


Stuntz said he was not aware o 
that report. 

The prosecution asked 
doctor if he had not used a new 


method to evaluate Smith, he said © 


he had. Asked if he knew the 
system used was not considered a 
very satisfactory method by 
most psychiatrists, Dr. Stuntz 
| said he would agree with that. 
Asked ‘‘But you used 
anyway?"', Stuntz said yes. 


The doctor was asked if there? 


had been any scientific survey on 

the accuracy of his diagnosis of 

cases and he said no. ‘Then you 

have no way of knowing if you are 

usually right or wrong?'' was the 

next question, and Stuntz said he 
| did not. 


had | 


nildren, rousting the smaller s 
Spencer boys from their bed, — 


if hel 


chiatrists generally agreed in| 
their findings, Stuntz said he| 


knew a national report indicated ^ 
there was only 50 to 60 percent |. 
consistency among psychiatrists, — 


f iy Y 
the | 


it 


4:14 p.m. Tuesday without calling | 

the defendant to the stand. 
Judge Kanne then called Dr. ery 

David Evans to the stand, al 

Lafayette psychiatrist appointed 

by the court to examine Smith. 

Judge Kanne personally ques- r 

tioned Dr. Evans on his findings. 
The doctor said that following 

an examination last June he 

judged Smith to be competent 

and mentally fit to come to trial. 

Dr. Evans said he examined _ 

Smith again on September 8 and 9 |. 

about the murders. He said he " 

determined Smith had the 

capability appreciate the! 
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wrongfulness of his conduct at the RA Z 

time and most of the time had the FA 1 aoe 
capacity to conform to require- 9. 
ments of the law. aot 

Under prosecution questioning, 

Dr. Evans admitted many details | 
of the crime were not known to 
him but had he known them they ENT 
would have been important in his A 

| diagnosis. EA ^ 

Dr. Evans gave the jury what TT 

. on the surface, seemed to be a | zar 
contradiction. He said he firmly | 
believed that Smith lacked the 
capability to conform to the e 
requirements of the law when the 
question was restricted to the 
moments of the actual crime. But 1» 
he said he had the capacity tof 
know right from wrong when! 
Hanner asked that question of 
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when Smith went into the house, | 
when the victims were lined up on 


nc 
the floor, when the triggers we 
pulled. 
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Apparently Dr. Evans was 
saying that although Smith knew 
right froin wrong, he did not have 
to capability to resist the murder 
act. 
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FOR THE PROSECUTION. Cl 


c. 


eland Hanner, Parke County 


prosecutor, leaves the Jasper Circuit Courtroom at Rensselaer after 
a day's argument in the trial of David Smith, one of the four accused 
Hollandsburg murder suspects. 
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FOR THE DEFENSE. Smith’s defense efforts are being led by 
Crawfordsville attorney John Capper. Capper is assisted by Ren- 
sselaer attorney Ed Dumas as the pair try to prove Smith was insane 
at the time. 


“It is obvious to me that 
the crimes you have been 
convicted of were sense- 
less and brutal. And it is 
also readily apparent you 
have no respect for the 
law, and worse yet, for the 
life of your fellowmen. As 
far as I can see you placed 
absolutely no value on 
human life and therefore, 
society must be protected 
from you at all cost. You 
are a prime example of 
why the state needs a 
death penalty....”’ 

JUDGE BRUCE BADE 


“I’m a farm boy who 
just wants to make a 
living, kiss my wife 
goodby in the morning, do 
a hard day's work and 
come home at night....’’ 


“Anyone who knows me 
knows I couldn't have done 
it. They were children. I 
love my children and could 
not take anybody's 
children away from them 
because of how I love my 
children....’’ 


ROGER DROLLINGER 


Drollinger Was No Stranger T To Police, 
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Preceeding The Hol landsburg M furdérs 


BY RICHARD E. HARNEY 
PUBLISHER 

On March 12 of this year Roger 
Clay Drollinger of rural Wingate 
in Montgomery County turned 24 
years old. Three days earlier, four 
first degree murder warrants had 
been issued for his arrest as a 
prime suspect in the Hollands- 
; burg murder case and he marked 
his birthday on the run. The 
Parke County prosecutor's office 
said he was the leader of a gang 
of four men who lined up Ralph 
Spencer, Raymond Spencer, 
Reeve Spencer and their step- 
brother Greg Brooks on the floor 
of their home near Hollandsburg 
and executed them with sawed off 
shotguns. Betty Spencer lay there 
too, but was miraculously spared. 

Following his surrender in the 
Indianapolis office of his attorney 
Nile Stanton, Drollinger was 
described in many ways. 

Betty Spencer said he was “the 
bossman'' of the murderers. 

Parke County Prosecutor Clel- 
land Hanner said he was ''a cold 
blooded killer”. . .‘‘a man who 
never did an honest day's work in 
his tife”. . .a man ''whose only 
callouses came from loading 
something he stole.” 

The defense lawyer for co- 
defendant David Smith said 
Drollinger was ''the most evil, 
detestable person who ever 
walked in Indiana,”’ 

Codefendant Michael Wright 


said Drollinger forced the other 77 
three to kill and thought nothing | = 


of the possibility there might be 


little children in the house. 5 
ET í T o s 


“The other codefendant, Daniel 
Stonebraker, said Drollinger shot|2 
dogs to show how easy it was to) = older 


kill and wanted to write ''Helter i Drollingers bought a farm in 


Skelter’ with the blood of the} B neighboring Montgomery 


Spencer victims on the re- 
frigerator after the murders, like 
Charles Manson. 

A psychiatrist for Smith said 


Drollinger taught Smith to steal at 7 


the age of 14 and gradually led 
him into more serious crime until 


| the ultimate crime was committed | 


- murder. 


In sentencing Drollinger to four | 


| life terms in prison, Blackford 


Circuit Court Judge Bruce Bade: 
* said Drollinger 


"placed no value 
on human life and therefore 
society must be protected from 
you at all cost” .and that 
Drollinger ‘‘was a prime example 
of why the state needs a death 


| penalty’. 


Who is Roger Drollinger and 
what brought him to Blackford 
Circuit Court on October 17, 1977 
to sit before a circuit court judge 


! and be told he would spend the 
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rest of his life in prison? All this 
at an age in which most men are 
getting their feet on the ground, 
gaining security and molding a 
family unit together. 

He was born on March 12, 1953 
in Fountain County to a farmer 
named Nathan Drollinger and his 
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: wife Gwendalyn. He grew up in a 
T farm life atmosphere with his two 


sisters. In 1972 -the 


County, near Wingate. 
Drollinger was a ''C'"' and “D” 
student at Fountain Central High 
School and graduated in 1971. He 
began high school on a college 


preparatory course, but in his 


junior year switched to a 
vocational program. He was part 
of the Mustang football team and 
was on the track squad. 

There were some problems 
with school authorities and 
several teachers remember a 
pattern which was to become 
familiar to police - whenever 
Drollinger was caught, it was 
always someone else's fault and 
in this, his parents always backed 
their son. 

After high school Drollinger 
says he went to the Weaver Air 
Academy in Kansas City, 
Missouri to become a commercial 
pilot. He quit and decided to 
enlist in the National Guard 
because, he says, he had a low 
draft number. He completed his 
Army basic training at Fort Sill, 
" Oklahoma and then went to Fort 
Polk, Louisianna. He claims to 
have received a 
honorable discharge, but 
appears to have been dishonor- 
able. 
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A year out of high school, in 


October of 1972, he married his 


first wife, Rosanna Bartlett. She | 


was 16 and he was 18. The 
marriage ended in divorce in 
April of 1974 with Drollinger 
claiming his wife had been 
unfaithful to him while he was 
with the Army in Louisianna. 
There was one child, Stephanie | 
Ann, and she stayed with her | 
mother. 

While still married to Rosanna, 
Drollinger moved his family in 
with the Smith family at Wingate 
and stayed there for 
months, from the fall of 1973 until 
January of 1974. While there, 
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three E. 


according to David Smith's story, | 


Drollinger was unemployed and 
was at home most of the time. 

In the Smith home, Drollinger 
supposedly taught David and his 
two brothers to steal coins from 
vending machines, shoot out 
street lights, got them drunk and 
supplied them with 
According to Smith's psychiatrist 
Drollinger became a  ''father 
image” to the boys and that stay 
in the home began his complete 
domination for evil over David 
Smith. 

In August of 1973, while still 
married, Drollinger met Kathy Jo 


drugs. 


Peterson who was 13 years old. In : 


requested November of that year Kathy | 
it found she was pregnant and her 


father filed a statutory rape 
charge against Drollinger. Drol- 
linger pled guilty to the charges 
and was given a one to five year 


(ree 
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prison sentence, but it was 
suspended and he was placed on 
f probation. The couple was 
| married in January of 1975 and 
their first child was named Amy 
Jo. Later came Angie Dawn and 
then Roger Clay Jr. 

Drollinger and Kathy lived 
most of their married life with 
Drollinger's father and mother on 
the family farm. 

Drollinger has claimed to be a 
farmer. His work history since 
1972 has been a series of short 
employment periods - a cashier in 
a grocery for six months, an 
employee of R and R Donnelley 
for one month, at the JC Penney 
Automotive shop for six weeks, 
an employee of  Raybestos- 
Manhatten Company for two 
weeks and a brief period of work 
at the Clark Oil Station in 
Crawfordsville. 

His run-ins with police began in 
1972. 

Five charges against him were 
dismissed - contributing to the 
delinquency of a minor in 1972, 
no tail lights and possession of 
liquor in 1972, improper turn on a 
motorcycle in. 1973, motorcycle 
theft in 1973 and contributing to 


the delinquency of a minor in 


1974. 

Drollinger was charged with 
being an accessory, along with his 
first wife, of uttering a forged 
instrument (checks) in 1975. She 
was found guilty and put on 
probation, his charge was 
dismissed. 

Charges to which he pled guilty 
or was found guilty included theft 
of a tachometer in 1972, two 
charges of speeding in 1973, the 
statuatory rape charge in 1974, 
operating an unsafe vehicle in 
1974 and carrying a pistol without 
a license in 1974 for which he was 
sentenced to the Indiana State 
Farm for six months. Soon after 
this conviction his probation on 
the sex charge was revoked and 
he was sentenced to the Indiana 
Youth Center from which he was 
paroled in November of 1975. 

In 1976 came a charge on 
operating a motorcycle on expired 
plates and an assault and battery 
charge in 1976, although he was 
originally charged with assault 
and battery with intent to kill. 
This latter charge stemmed from 
allegedly throwing a cement block 
at a motorcyclist in Boone 
County. In 1977 he was convicted 
on four counts of delivery of a 
controlled substance (drugs) and 
was sentenced to a maximum of 
I5 years in prison from 
Montgomery County. It was 
during his court trial on the drug 
charges that the Hollandsburg 
murders took place. 

Also in early 1977 he was 
charged with violation of his 
parole on the statuatory rape 
charge because he failed to 


>) appear at a parole hearing, taking 
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escape the murder charges. 

Drollinger now has four life 
prison terms facing him, which 
will not begin until the terms for 
the drug charges are served out. 

There are also charges still 
pending against Drollinger - six 
additional counts of delivery of a 
controlled substance (marijuana. 
phentemines, methaphetomins, 
phendimetrazines), a 1976 charge 
of possessing marijuana, a 1976 
violation of the Indiana Firearms 
Act and a 1976 charge in Fountain 
Circuit Court for theft and second 
degree burglary. 

On all the charges, Drollinger 
says he was ''set up’ by police 
and was constantly harrassed 
because he saw a Crawfordsville 
police detective selling drugs 
once. 

Drollinger's problems have not 
ended. According to a report last 
week he has been beaten up at 
the Indiana State Prison where he 
has run afoul of inmates there. 

Was he at Hollandsburg in the 
early morning hours of February 
14? Betty Spencer says he was. 
Michael Wright says he was. Dan 
Stonebraker says he was. David 
Smith told his psychiatrist that 


_ Drollinger was there. 


Police officers who are familiar 


“with Drollinge says he is basically 


a coward, preferring others ''tc 
do the dirty work.” For example, 
they say he stayed outside the 
Spencer home until everyone was 
on the floor and the lights were 
out, presumably cutting the 
telephone wires. But officers say 
he stayed outside to make sure it 
was safe to go in - because the 
wires were never cut. 

Parke County Deputy Prose- 
cutor John Dowd said Drollinger 
always ordered people about and 
told them what to do. He said 
Drollinger didn't give himself up 
until after Smith had been 
captured and there ‘‘was no one 
left to do his dirty work." 

Investigators say only after all 
the Spencers had been shot did 
Drollinger grab a gun and blast 
Greg Brooks in the head to prove 
his participation in the crime. One 
detective privately thinks that 
Drollinger thought Brooks was 
already dead when he shot him 
again from close range. 

Roger Drollinger is off the 
streets and roads of Indiana. No 
longer will he train robbers and 
murderers. No longer will he 
organize criminal acts. No longer 
will he buy and sell drugs. 

Montgomery County is breath- 
ing easier. So is Parke County. 

(NEXT MONDAY: Drollinger's 
version.) 


Kd >: 
etai 


x 


$ 
^ 


= 
* 
"C 
ot 


i. ns 
201 "4 
E vo ^ 


au 


^ 


iff FI 


. Hollandsburg M Mu 


TM paw 


Be Over; Wright 


Yime + Ce 


By RAY CRONIN JR. 

Star Valley Editor 
There may not be any more trials in 
connection with the Hollandsburg 


~ murders, Daviess Circuit Court Judge 


James R. Arthur has approved a plea- 
bargaining agreement reducing three of 
the four charges of first-degree murder 
against Michael Wright in the St. 
Valentine’s Day slayings of four 
Hollandsburg brothers. 

Arthur said the agreement calls for 
Wright to plead guilty to one count of 
first-degree murder and one count of 
second-degree murder, both carrying 
life sentences, and two counts of second- 
degree murder, carrying 15- -to-25-year 
prison terms. 

Parke County Prosecutor Clelland 
Hanner said the same offer has been 
made to Daniel Stonebraker, also 
charged in the Hollandsburg murders. 
Stonebraker has yet to accept it, Hanner 
said. 

Donald Gibson of Veedersburg, 
Stonebraker’s court-appointed attorney, 
told The Star Monday he could not 
comment on whether he has been ii 
touch with Hanner concerning a plea- 
bargaining agreement. But when asked 
if he and Stonebraker would be in Green- 
field on Dec. 5 to open the trial, he 
replied in the affirmative. 
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Gibson said some sort of pre-trial 
conference between the defendant and 
the prosecution might be scheduled in 
Hancock Circuit Court in Greenfield, but 
no date yet has been set for any such 
hearing. 


Daviess Circuit Court Reporter Har- 
riet Hamersly said paperwork on the 
agreement arrived Saturday and the 
judge's approval will be filed as of that 
day, although he did not actually see the 
documents and approve them until Mon- 
day. 

Hanner said the agreement was the 
same one he had outlined during an 
earlier trial against another defendant 
in the case and, assuming Wright does 
not change his mind at the last minute, 
it will go into effect Nov. 7 when Wright 
is to appear for trial. If Wright does not 
change his mind on the matter and 
accepts the plea-bargaining sentence, 
Judge Arthur will accept his guilty pleas 
next Monday and set a date for sentenc- 
ing. 

Under Indiana law, if the judge ap- 
proves the plea-bargaining agreement, 
it is listed as filed without being part of 
the record until the defendant enters his 
plea in open court, which will be Nov. 7. 

Hanner said ‘‘it’s the same thing" he 
had offered before Wright took the wit- 
hess stand in Blackford Circuit Court 
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against co-defendant Roger C. Droll- 
inger, 24, Waynetown. The state will ask 
for two life sentences and two sentences 
of 15-25 years. 

Stephen Trueblood, the  court-ap- 
pointed attorney for Wright from Terre 
Haute, said “I think it will be” accepted 
and carried out. 

“I prepared it. Mr. Wright and I 
executed it. I took it to Mr. Hanner 
Thursday evening. Mr. Hanner reviewed 
it and executed it," Trueblood said. 

Wright served as a prosecution wit- 
ness against both Drollinger and David 
W. Smith, 18, Wingate, both of whom 
were found guilty of four counts of first- 
degree murder and were sentenced to 
four life prison terms. 

The four Montgomery County men 
were charged in the shotgun slayings of 
Ralph. Reeve and Raymond Spencer, all 
teen-agers, and their 22-year-old step- 
brother, Greg Brooks. The four were 
shot and killed and their mother, Betty 
Spencer, seriously wounded when in- 
truders broke into the family home in 
rural Hollandsburg during the darkness 
hours last Valentine's Day. 

Mrs. Spencer was left for dead when 
a blast knocked off her wig and the 
assailants thought it was the top of her 
head. She also testified against Droll- 
inger and Smith. 
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R.'Arthur has approved a plea see Í -— 
‘bargaining agreement reached The plea bargain agreement 
in the first degree murder case accepted by Wright and ap- 


of Michael Wright. 

Wright, 22, Crawfordsville, 
"has been charged with the shot- 
guns slayings of teen-age 
brothers Ralph, Reeve and 
Raymond Spencer and their 
stepbrother. Gregory Brooks, 
22, on St: Valentine's Day. 
. He is one of four Montgom- 
ery County young men charged 
with the execution-style 
murders. Two others have been 
convicted on four first degree 
murder charges and sentenced 
to four life terms in prison. 
Wright and the other co-defen- 
dant both testified for the pros- 
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proved by Arthur calis for 
Wright to plead guilty to one 
charge of first degree murder 
and three charges of second 
degree murder. The sentencing 
for the charges would be life 
sentences for the first degree 
murder charge and one second 
degree murder charge, with 
15-25 year sentences for the 
other two second degree 
murder charges. 

The TRIBUNE had reported 
last week that the agreement? 
had been made between Wright E: 
and his court-appointed at- 
torney, Stephen Trueblood 


BY RICHARD E. HARNEY 
PUBLISHER 

The Parke County prosecutor's 
staff spent an anxious 35 minutes 
in the closing moments of the 
David Smith murder trial in 
Jasper Circuit Court at Rens- 
selaer last Thursday afternoon, 
October 13. It was the ninth day 
of Smith's trial. He was charged 
with four counts of first degree 
murder in the slayings of Ralph, 
Reeve, and Raymond Spencer 
and their step-brother Greg 
Brooks on February 14 near 
Hollandsburg. 

The jury heard three hours and 
five minutes of closing arguments 
by prosecution and defense 
lawyers and received 25 minutes 
of instructions from Judge 
Michael Kanne before they were 
excused from the courtroom 
Thursday at 1 p.m. The seven 
women and five men went to 
lunch and returned to the 
courthouse to begin deliberations 
at 2:10 p.m. 


It was at 4:35 p.m., after two 
of 
deliberations, that a call came 
from the jury room, asking that 
read 
Clelland 
Hanner’s prosecution staff be- 
the 


hours and 25 minutes 


certain instructions be 


again. It was then 
came concerned about 
outcome of the trial. 
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Judge Kanne called the jurors 


back into the courtroom and 
reread the entire set of 
instructions, saying state law 


states that instructions must be 
treated as a whole and if one is 
read, all must be read. This took 
another 25 minutes and the jury 
then returned to the jury room. 

It was just ten minutes later 
that the signal was given that a 
verdict had teen reached. There 
was stomach-knotting tension in 
the courtroom as the jury filed 
back into their seats at 5:25 p.m. 
and Judge Kanne asked if they 
had reached a verdict. The 
answer from the jury foreman was 
that they had and the ballots were 
handed to the bailiff who passed 
them on to the judge. 

Judge Kanne read the first: 
“We the jury find the defendant 
David W. Smith guilty of murder 
in the first degree of Gregory 
Brooks as charged. . .and that he 
be imprisoned in the state prison 
for life." Identical ballots were 
read for Ralph Spencer, Raymond 
Spencer and Reeve Spencer. 

It was over. The second of the 


accused  Hollandsburg  slayers 
had been found guilty. 
Roger  Drollinger, reputed 


leader of the Montgomery County 
gang, was found guilty of all four 
counts of first degree murder on 
September 21 in Blackford Circuit 
Court at Hartford City. He is to be 
sentenced today (Monday). The 
third defendant, Michael Wright, 
comes to trial in Washington, 
Indiana on November 7 and 


Daniel Stonebraker goes to court | 
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at Greensburg on December 5. 

Gerald Nesius, a member of the 
Jasper County jury. said the 
panel took no votes at all to the | 
time they asked for the 
instructions to be read again. He 
said after the instructions were 
repeated, they took only one 
ballot and it was unanimous for 
conviction on four counts of first 
degree murder. Nesius said the 
wording of the categories 
(presumably meaning the various| 
charges) were confusing to one} 
juror and it was decided to have 
them read again. 

The jury had seven choices on 
each charge and had to return 
four ballots since Smith was 
charged with four murder cases, 
one for each of the victims. 
Having been consolidated for trial 
purposes, the jury was actually 
hearing four murder cases at the 
same time and could have 
returned differnt charges in each 
case. | 

Judge Kanne had told jurors | 
that they could rule Smith was not | 
guilty by reason of insanity, not | 
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guilty of first degree murder or 3 


any of the lesser included 
offenses, guilty of involuntary 
manslaughter punishable by a 
one to ten year prison term, guilty 


of voluntary manslaughter with a| 
two to 21 year prison term, guilty | 


of second degree murder with life 
imprisonment, guilty of second 
degree murder with a 15 to 25 
year prison term or guilty of 


murder in the first degree asi 


charged with a punishment of life 
imprisonment. 
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As the tour verdicts were read, 
Judge Kanne had the 18 year old 
Smith standing with his at- 
torneys. Smith's chief legal 
counsel, John Capper of Craw- 
fordsville, asked that the jury be 
polled and as the judge called 
each name they answered yes, 
that guilty of first degree murder 
was their verdict. 

Smith was turned over to 
Sheriff Carroll DeFries of Jasper 
County and a pre-sentencing 
investigation by the Jasper 
County Probation Department 
was ordered. Judge Kanne set 
October 27 at 9:30 a.m. for formal 

» sentencing. 

After eight days of presenting 
evidence and testimony, which 
began October 3, the prosecution 
and defense gave their closing 

arguments to the jury Thursday 
evening. Each side was allowed 
two hours by Judge Kanne. 

Parke County Deputy Prosecu- 

‘tor John Dowd was first, 


addressing the jury and a full 
included | 
| Smith's mother, two brothers and | 

a girlfriend. Also present were 


courtroom which 


relatives of the Spencers, 
including Caroline Spencer, 
natural mother of the three 


Spencer boys killed and the first 
wife of Keith Spencer. About 20 
reporters occupied the press 


section. 

Dowd reviewed the testimony 
and evidence which the prosecu- 
tion had presented to the jury the 
six days the prosecution took to 
give its case. Dowd opened by 


saying the defense had made | 


considerable comment on Roger 


yer 2 Man 
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Drollinger and his domination of § 


young Smith. But said Dowd, 
“Roger Drollinger is not on trial 
here. Roger Drollinger has been 


tried, been convicted, and is onf 


his way to prison. . .we're trying 
David Smith here.” 

Dowd told the jury they had 
heard a unique case, one in which 
they had heard testimony from 
three eyewitnesses to the murder, 
the sole survivor and two co-de- 
fendants. He reminded them that 
the prosecution had brought to 


the stand about 31 witnesses andi? 


displayed close to 100 exhibits. 
The deputy prosecutor re- 
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minded the jurors that one who 
aids a murderer is just as 
responsible as if he had 
personally shot each and every- 
one of the victims and he also 
picked out the testimony of 
several witnesses who said Smith 
appeared the same after the 
murders as he had before, an 
apparent attack on the insanity 
plea entered by the defense. 
Dowd said Smith was not 
opposed to killing any children 
the quartet might find in the 
Spencer house when original 
plans were made and he ''rousted 
the little boys" from their 
bedrooms and put Betty Jane 
Spencer down on the floor. 
*'Smith fell three times on the ice 
trying to get into the home”’ said 
Dowd, ‘“‘but he still scrambled to 
get in first.” 
the 


shotgun blasts fired. He said 
Smith had never been opposed to 


| discussion of killing people, at 


any point in time. ‘‘He went into! 
that house to murder everyone 
inside, regardless of who was 
inside" Dowd said. 

In referring to testimony of 
Doris Perkins, co-owner with 
Linda Claycomb of the Captain's 
Table in Crawfordsville, Dowd? 
referred to the restaurant as the 


7 place “where these birds hung 
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out." Defense attorney Capper 
immediately objected, saying 
referring to the defendant as one 
of ‘these birds’’ was extremely 
prejudicial to the jury. The judge 
ordered the jury to disregard 
Dowd’s reference. 

Dowd continued by pointing 
out that none of the witnesses 
noticed any difference in Smith 
which would indicate a mental 
problem. He said Chery! Stone- 
braker, sister of co-defendant 
Daniel Stonebraker, testified that 
Smith was ‘‘depressed,’’ but 
Dowd said he '*wasn't depressed 
until he went to jail.” 

To the jury Dowd said Smith 
told someone that he ''felt sorry 
for the old lady they robbed a: 
Lyford, but it didn’t bother him a 
bit to take a 14-year-old boy, who 
was three years younger than 
him, and who was whimpering, 
put him on the floor and later help 
murder all of them.” 

Taking off on the defense’s 
contention that Smith was insane | 
at the time, Dowd told the jury 
that even the defense’s own 
psychiatrist, Dr. Edward Stuntz 
of Lafayette, ‘‘not once testified 
Smith was insane, not once was 
he asked by defense counsel if | 
Smith was insane.” Dowd | 
pointed out that Stuntz had 
testified that ''if Smith was back 
on the streets he would be | 
susceptible to kill again.” 

Dowd said ''Mrs. Alice Clark, a 
teacher of Smith's, said she 
noticed nothing unusual about 
Smith and she saw him every day. 
If Smith drank 18 beers a day and 
she didn't notice, the rest of the 
class must have been drunk too.” 

Dowd ended his statement's on 
Smith's insanity plea by saying 
“It is hard for me to believe that 
after talking about killing people 
for days that Smith walked into 
that house and became insane 


and when he walked out he 
became sane again.” 
bu s, i m 


The deputy prosecutor told the 
jurors there was never any 
question that Drollinger was the 
leader of the gang and added 
“But Smith was also responsible 
for these murders along with the 
other three.” 

In concluding his 45 minutes of 
remarks, Dowd told the jury ‘‘The 


» police have done their job on this 


case and the prosecution has tried 
to do their's. I hope you will do 
your job with a guilty verdict.” 
He continued, ‘‘David Smith 
looks young. But he is 18-years- 
old and his hair has been cut. 
Smith killed a boy 14-years-old 
and helped kil a boy 16 and 
17-years-old. They never lived to 
be as old as he is as he sits here 
today. Their lives were snuffed © 
out before they reached the age 
David Smith is here today.” 


Edward Dumas, a Rensselaer 
attorney who acted as local 
counsel for the defense, talked for 
less than 15 minutes. Dumas 
asked the jurors to give fair, due 
consideration to David Smith, 
that they look at his background, 
his parents, his capabilities, his 
broken home. Dumas said all 
three psychiatrists who testified 
said Smith was a border-line 
retardation case. 

Dumas said ''There was no^ 
question that Smith 
strong male support and it wasn’t 
there. Then Roger 


male, older, domineering and in 

the home more than the mother.” 

Dumas told how Drollinger had | 
reportedly taught young Smith 

and his brothers to steel soft | 
drinks, shoot out street lights, 

commit petty theft and then more 

serious crimes. 

"Drollinger used David as a 
too!” Dumas told the jurors, ''like 
a hammer or a car. . .something 
to use. Drollinger had complete 
control of David.” 
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moved into the house and he was 
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Dumas pointed out that Dr. 
David Evans, a court appointed 
psychiatrist, had said Smith could 
not conform to the requirements 
of the law. .‘‘If you find this is 
true" said Dumas, ''then you 
must find him not guilty by 
reason of insanity.'' All three of 
the accused - Smith, Wright and 
Stonebraker - were under 
Drollinger’s influence, according 
to the attorney. He said that it 
was the state’s burden to prove 
Smith was sane at the time and if 
the jurors entertained any 
reasonable doubt of Smith's 
sanity they must find him not 
guilty. 

Then Dumas took what 
appeared to many courtroom 
observers as a peculiar line of 
defense. He said if the jury 
decided Smith was sane at the 
time of the murders, they must 
determine what punishment to 
give him. He said the judge would 


instruct them that they could find 


Smith guilty of lesser charges 
than first degree murder and 
after asking ''What should we do 


| with David if we find him sane f 


and guilty?’’ Dumas said ''I think 
if I were you I would return a 
verdict of four counts of voluntary 
manslaughter with a prison term 


| of two to 21 years on each count.”’ 


The position of Dumas was 
regarded as unusual by many in 
that it appeared he had already 
conceded a guilty verdict and was 
only trying to get a lesser 
sentence. 

Dumas concluded by saying 


T "Look at David, his age, his 


| Capper 


background, his capabilities. I 
just ask you, don’t throw away the 
key. Don't throw away the key.” 


Capper, as chief defense 
counsel, concluded the closing 
statement on Smith’s 
spoke for about 
minutes, using no notes. 
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He said he hoped the jury did| 
not form any opinion until they) 
heard all of the evidence and 
hoped they still had not formed an 
opinion, until they heard the final 
instructions from Judge Kanne.: 
He asked them to discuss 
thoroughly and think of every- 
thing they had heard during the 
trial. 

“Sometimes a person with the 
last say has a tendency to stick in 
your mind”? Capper told thej 
jurors. ‘‘But remember what I say 
and what Mr. Dumas said. What 
we have to say is as important as 
what the state says to you. (Under 
Indiana law, the prosecution has 
the opportunity to speak first and 
last in closing arguments.) 

Capper asked jurors to keep the 
choices of sentences in mind and 
all the penalties they could give. 
“The state has talked only of life 
in prison, but there are other 
alternatives to consider’’ Capper 
said. 

“I question” Capper said, that 
David Smith was gung ho all the 
time. . .Did he get guns. . .hunt 
up shells by himself. . .break into 
relatives houses by himself? Did 
he rent cars and disconnect the 
speedometer? He did not.” 

Capper said he was not telling 
the jury that because Smith came 
from a broken home and had no 
father that he should be relieved 
of his responsibility. He added, 
"But look upon this young man 
and what his status in life was.” 
He told the jury that Smith had 
trouble in school, had a low 
intelligence, ''but was a happy, 
nice boy until Roger Drollinger 
came along.” 

"We must wonder who is this 
Mr. Drollinger’’ Capper said. ‘‘At 
the most important time of a 
young man’s life, Drollinger came 
into David's life. David looked up 
to him." He pointed out that 
when Drollinger went out of 
Smith's life for a short time Smith 
improved in school and that when 
Drollinger returned, he looked up 
Smith, ‘‘David did not seek him 
out." Before Drollinger, Capper 
said, Smith had no crime or 
delinquency record. 
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Said Capper, ‘“‘You must 
wonder why the most evil, 
detestible person who ever 
walked in Indiana had to come 
into David's life at that time.’’ He 
added that Smith was always 
under Drollinger's influence and 
in the Spencer home that night 
the psychiatrist testified that 
Smith could not leave because he 
was so dominated by Drollinger. 

''We all know families like the 
Smith's," Capper told the jury. 
“Think how lucky they were that 
a Roger Drollinger didn't come 
into their lives.” 

Admitting that testimony from 
the psychiatrists indicated Smith 
would go out and kill again under 
the influence of someone like 
Drollinger, Capper told the jury, 
“But think of in five years or 15 
years if that boy is going to be the 
same. You would have to say he 
wouldn't be.” 

Indicating the prosecution 
table, Capper said ''The prosecu- 
tion said at Drollinger’s trial in 
Hartford City that Roger Drol- 
linger was David’s guardian 
angel, that he was the bossman, 
the gang leader. It’s not new to 
them, they know it. But they 
don’t mention Drollinger much 
here because they want to make 
David look as bad as possible.” 

Closing, Capper said ''I hope 
we got across to you what this 
young man is like. You must take 
that and Drollinger into consider- 
ation. ] ask you, I request you, to 
talk about this. Discuss the 
alternatives.'' 

Next to speak to the jury was E. 
Duane Daugherty, deputy prose- 
cutor of Jasper County who 


à chorus of objections. 
Daugherty's reference was to 

the book ''In Cold Blood” by 

Truman Capote, the story of the 


farm family. The book had been 
introduced at the Drollinger trial 
in Hartford City but never 
elaborated upon other than 
asking Drollinger if he read it. He 
denied reading the book, but 
according to reliable reports he 
had the book at the Montgomery 
County jail in Crawfordsville and 
left it in the cell. Various sections 
of the book were underlined, 
including how it felt to kill and the 
steps were taken by the 
murderers in slaying the Kansas 
family. 

Judge Kanne sustained the 
defense objection to the book's 
reference and they then called for 
a mistrial, saying ‘‘how can the 
jury be unprejudiced when this 
prosecutor has brought up ''In 
Cold Blood’’?’’ The request for a 
mistrial was quickly denied. 

Continuing, Daugherty said the 
murders ''happened almost by 
accident. The defendants got 
together by a quirk of fate and 
there is no doubt they had a 
leader - Roger Drollinger. The 
incident built up over a two or 
three week period.” 

"The central theme here is 
these guns” Daugherty said and 
systematically laid each of the 
three sawed off shotguns along 
the rail in front of the jury box 
where they could not avoid seeing 
them throughout his remarks. 
“As they lay there in front of you 
they are nothing but tools - guns 
don't kill, people do. It is 
significant that these guns have 
only one purpose. No sportsman 
owns these guns.” 

Pacing in front of the jury box, 
Daugherty said ‘‘As the defend- 
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In an obvious comment on 
youthful 
appearance, Daugherty said 
Samuel Colt inscribed some of the 
guns he made with these words: 
"Be not afraid of any man, No 
matter what his size; When 
danger threatens, call on me - I 
will equalize.” The prosecutor 
then said ''David Smith looks 
small in size now, but with long 
hair and carrying a shotgun, he 
didn't look like he does today.” 

Daugherty told the jurors that 
the defense had talked long about 
Smith's bad background but 
added ‘‘Many people had that to 
overcome and don't get tried for 
murder.” 

In attacking the defense stand 
that Drollinger completely in- 
fluenced Smith, Daugherty said 
“The whole question is whether 
we will hold people responsible 
for their conduct. You must 
decide if a person will be held 
responsible for their acts or if we 
will excuse their acts for a 
number of reasons like alcohol, 
drugs or home environment. The 
whole defense of Smith seems to 
be that he was under the 
influence of Drollinger. Does it 
excuse his conduct? If we use that 
theory, no one would be convicted 
but leaders and all codefendants 
would go free.” 

Daugherty said there would 
probably have been no murders at 
the Spencer home if only one 
person had stood up and firmly 
said no. He also told the jury that 
Dr. Richard Rahdert, the third 
psychiatrist to be called to the 
stand, testified that Smith '*was 
sane before the murders, sane 
during the murders, sane after 
the murders and is sane today." 


doing and he was sane. If you 
return anything less than murder 
in the first degree for killing those 
four boys, justice will not be 
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The last arguments the jury 
heard before deliberations came 
from Parke County prosecutor 
Clelland Hanner. Hanner lost no 
time, and seconds into his 
argument said ‘‘There is only one 
way to call it. There is no question 
of his guilt. There is no question 
he shot two of those boys. The 
defense says he's guilty but that 
the jury ought to think down the 
road and give him two to 21 years. 
You are here to make one 
decision, if this man is guilty. You 
have only one choice. First degree 
murder is purposely and medita- 
tive and this young man knew 
they were going to murder when 
he went into the Spencer house." 

Commenting on Smith's oc- 
casional sobbing in the court- 
room, Hanner said ''The tears 
shed in this courtroom should not 
be for this young man, but for the 
Spencers. But all the tears in the 
world would not restore or bring 
back the lives of those four young 
men." 

On Drollinger, Hanner told the 


jury "The defense talks about 


Drollinger. We admit it 
Drollinger is no good." Then 
pointing at Smith, the prosecutor 
said ‘‘This was his lieutenant, his 
number two man, and he's no 
good.” 

Directly to the jury, Hanner 
said ‘‘They talk about the reasons 
for this man going bad, but there 
is a right and wrong. All his study 
of the Bible at this time is not 
going to correct his actions. I 
admire anyone who tries to get 1n 
with the Good Man, but this 
young man broke one of his laws - 
‘Thou shalt not kill.’ ] have never 
seen anyone who committed an 
atrocious crime like this who did 


i^t 
$ 


wanted Stonebraker to shoot a x 


driver of a camper out on the 
highway, Stonebraker said he 
wouldn't and it wasn't done. 
Then Hanner said ''But who kept 
encouraging others to kill? It was 
this young man. Everyone knows 
someone has to do the directing 
and Drollinger did. But even 
farmers have a boss cow. But the 
others had the right to withdraw, 
to vote against.” 

Hanner asked the jurors if 
Smith was the kind of man they 
wanted out on the streets of 
Rensselaer and answered his own 
question with a booming ‘‘No!’’ 
Then he added ''This was a tough 
job for me, to go through trials for 
these wasted lives. Four were 
already wasted and now the 
murderers are wasting their own 
lives. Smith told one of the 
psychiatrists that he was ready to 
pay his debt. . .and the defense 
has never said we should turn him 
loose.” 

Picking up the J.C. Penney 
shotgun which the prosecution 
claims Smith carried, Hanner told 
the jury, *'I would like to take you 
to the Spencer home." There 
wasn't a sound in the courtroom 
as the prosecutor wove the story. 
“I ask each of you to put yourself 
in the kitchen. This man comes in 
behind this gun and don't think 
this isn't a big looking thing when 
its pointed at you." Hanner 

described methodically the entry 
of the intruders, the lining up on 
the floor, the rummaging and 
breaking of articles. Each time he 
came to a mention of Betty 
Spencer he used the word ‘‘you”’ 
to the jurors. When he said “You 
are on the floor, you and your 
children.” He then described the 
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LE j hel d b . happened. But the way he looked leave your common sense behind is religion.” Ms hel eds E to the jury an 
XN op uBglerty opened Dy Saymg on February 14 and today is | you. Sympathy plays no part at all Hanner told the jurors thai £8" Dy tem inch color photo of 
ne Ás we look at this horrendous : : : the victims' heads as lice 
FE etime we must think of how this MB considerably different. The way Bij in this case. You are not to nothing the defense had pre-" 9 discovered them. He end a h 

vs M could have happened. Those who he looked to Mrs. Spencer when consider the age of David Smith sented about Drollinger was a Me EE. RE ed 3 e 
SAP read ‘In Cold Blood’”. . .and that he was holding this gun (pointing A. pee nese ied D. Opens legal defense to the murder ES art of your toni head on 
$05; was as fatas le oct. Both detense to the J.C. Penney shotgun) was doesn’t want sympathy, she charges. Speaking of Drollinger's | cer I E kind Hf nora 
S S E omnet Hine E their feet with very different than he looks wants justice. This defendant is domination of the other three, ^ pe M i eel your 
ys dd Rr E is today."' guilty, he knew what he was Hanner said when Drollinger Miemmmee ec SEBIDSL YOu. 
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documented murder of a Kansas 


served." Aes. 
on y fege 


In closing, Hanner said ‘‘We’re 

; a long way from home, but know 
you will do what is right and just. 
Ralphie (14-year-old Ralph Spen- 
cer) never did find out if he got a 
locker full of valentines or if his 
ball team won. . .in cold blood, 
unmercifully, four young lives 
were wasted. Your’s is the 
decision to make for us down 
home, l : ope you won't give this 
gun (wavin, the J.C. Penney 
shotgun) back to this young man. 
Return a verdict of first degree 
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On that, Dr. Rahderi said ‘This 
would show he well understood 
what happened on February 14, 
that he had good recall of events 
and understood the consequences 
of getting caught if a mistake was 
made this time (the gas station 
incident). It would indicate he 
would give serious consideration 
to killing again if necessary or if 
the time was right.” 

The doctor said not wearing 
masks at the Spencer home 
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murder because there was i 

r i showed Smith was i 
malice, forethought and pur- P. 
E P murder plan where no one would 


be able to identify any of them. 
Hanner's final question was '*In 
all categories of the test you 
"found him sane?” The doctor 


Wednesday, the day before 
closing arguments, was a short 
trial session, lasting only an hour 
and occupied by only one witness, answ as " 

Dr. Richard Rahdert, a Lafayette When questidgee b 

psychiatrist. He was the only one defense, the doctor s id S ith 
of the three psychiatrists who was certainly irati ka 
Sarria M pes certified by the Drollinger and had an early fons 

e e Paychistpists of anti-social behavior, but it was 

ut ah e t saj i EU Qe y uncorrectible. He added that 

i ; mith felt extremely rem 

determined he was capable of and upset after the unter: aa 

standing trial and participate in that he felt it in 
his own defense, capable of feeling. K oper: T 
aie ee the charges : E Rahdert testified that Smith | 
st him. E ad said he had promised hi 
eii. S / nd examination mother two or i eie betas 
fames?! spent er Y "m Dr. the murder he would break off 
sai mit ad a from Drollinger and EO straight | 


character disorder and was a and i 
borderline retardation case but "s ho o ES rb E 


had no mental illness or defect. 
He added that he was influenced 
by group or gang psychology but 
had the ability to comprehend 
what his acts were, knew right 
from wrong and at the time of the 
murders had the ability to X 
appreciate the right or wrongfull- 
ness of his conduct. ‘He does not 3 
have a mental defect” the doctor 
said. He also testified Smith had 
the ability to conform to the law 
and asked if Smith was of 
unsound mind on February 14, | 
the doctor said ‘‘no.’’ 

Under questioning by Hanner, 
Dr. Rahdert said Smith had told 
him he had shot two of the 
Spencer family. He also com- 
mented on the Florida gas station 
incident in which Smith was 
kiddingly told by Linda Claycomb 
they were going to rob it and 
Smith said ‘‘All right. Except this 
time there won't be any mistakes. 


There won't be any witneses.”’ 
BSS 
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MURDER WEAPONS. Indiana State Police 
Detective Sergeant Loyd Heck loads the shotguns 
used in the Hollandsburg murders into a police 
car following the David Smith trial last week in 
Jasper Circuit Court. They will next appear at the 
trial of Michael Wright in Washington, Indiana on 
November 7. Heck is holding the J. C. Penney 


sawed off shotgun with the pistol grip which the 
prosecution says Smith carried and Roger 
Drollinger also used. The shotgun closest to the 
camera was reportedly used by Michael Wright 
while the other gun, an automatic, was sup- 
posedly used by Daniel Stonebraker. 
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While sitet az suggested 
that bargaining for pleas should 
be prohibited. most commen- 
tators are of the view that the 


i jori i ; ies in 
tried. The great majority of | increasing number of arrests! better avenue of reform lies 


criminal cases are disposed of by |) makes it impossible for the courts | giving formal recognition to and 
plea of guilty and most with plea 7 to handle each case in a trial. | Controlling the negotiation of 


Plea bargaining is apparently 
carried on throughout the justice 
system. As many as 90 percent of 
^ the defendants who are convicted 
in some jurisdictions are not 


THE CIRC STANCES 
The most evident, although ad- 
mittedly not the best, reason for} r1 
the continued existence of plea 
bargaining is expedience. The 


- Plea bargainine. To: many that | 

is something terribly wrong, a 
"way criminals bypass justice, a M 
a way sharp lawyers get their; 
z ‘clients off the hook."That may be [2 
^ the popular notion, but to many it | 
is a useful tool of justice. 
coe a Michael Wright has indicated | K 


d ini i i i — pleas. 
> 2 ne wil! plea bargain for his pari in U be ARE going on outside the A trial requires about five to) P 
"the Hollandsburg murders. If he |) courtro seven days. Therefore to try each | f x been suggested "a 
T does ne will receive one first | THE TERM ITSELF of those cases before a judge and | eimi ino, EP! dew A - 
M degree murder conviction which The term ‘bargain’ has been a fl jury would create a tremendous |^ 22784!n!ng Cd P 5 
N^ carries life imprisonment, one | source of much of the misunder- and unmanageable backlog of | bere w en ou ku ig z 
= second. degree murder with life | standing associated with the L2 cases, The expense would also be | 5€ true within the ju 


X: : eh o tor, and. would 
zu econ fis Process. | enormous. Plea bargaining in this | 9P€ .., PFOSECH 
00 Saa guinea Cote Cae: —' William E. Steckler, Chief f; ib nod te. a include accountability of assistant | 
degree murder convictions carry- : e me instance, eliminates the need for h 
Eu. Judge, United States District hea Mandt h M prosecutors to their superiors. 
s A O a a pron ae istri o. e r UU The bargaining itself should be 


he conducted in a more open 
> Wright would probably be| Indiana says in a paper on t A more palatable reason for the A 
P convicted by a jury and receive ^ subject that the terms are often LS use of plea bargaining is that |] Manner. As Judge Steckler said 


P : > diui *'neither the dignit 
© four life sentences for first degree | 2 misunderstood or given an 3e SEEN escam didual ases p D m: a imu iei ty 
murder. ~ connotation." He has suggeste can-be taken into account. [9 e law nor q y 


CEN So what's the difference. . .life i the use of the term '*discussions., | Circumstances are important in justice bh "e protection t | 

C islife. Not necessarily. Very few) °F agreements" to replace fi every arrest in plea bargaining, | S°C'*tY ME kd HF E 

e S criminals actually serve out a life |) bargain. circumstances of an arrest get |. !5 ne M doa S oe 
‘term in the first place, but with Regardless of the label, the list | much more consideration than in | COmducted covertly. 


of objections to plea gung ‘is | ‘the courtroom. Mitigating cir- | Ain goes 5 say Eon n 
almost as long as the*list of E cumstances can be taken into, the A-B-A- visory Committee 


reasons to maintain the practice. | acount with plea bargaining and and the Commission. on Law 
Enforcement and Administration 


l lesser sentences the time for 
rx pue clemency review by the 
1 governor or parole can come up in 
m a shorter time. A closer look at both might set the | the process allows the attorneys 


of Justice submit that plea 


| If Wright and codefendant © public straight on the process. ta look at the case, talk with the f di : b duct 
M Daniel Stonebraker both plea BEHIND CLOSED DOORS officer, the defendant, and even | C!scussions can De conduc i 
s j ae : T 1 fairly and openly, can be © 
: bargain it could save Parke | As the song goes, ''no one ffi the victim sometimes to ''con- h "Em dd | 
— County up to $50,000 in trial and f knows what goes on behind fff sider all the facts and circum- Td 2 vide : à 
2> lawyer costs. 7 closed doors.’ which is where © stances of the arrest.” Often one WE po oe T can ipii | 
—. Plea bargaining is as old as the |} most plea bargaining arrange- e needs the circumstances to make) Worthwhile flexibility to the 


disposition of offenders.” 
Among the recommendations 
sited by Steckler as recommended 
to the committee are that plea 
bargaining is proper when the. 


e 


— legal system itself. It was[ ments are drawn up. the proper analysis. 
practiced long before the U.S. 1 The public sees a person Through this examination | 
| Courts were formed and was charged with rape for example, f required before plea bargaining, 
lendorsed five years ago in a] who is finally let off on a guilty ff often a first offender will be able} 
T Supreme Court decision as a) What th ht to get a break. No one wants to F À ; ; 
plea of assault. What they mig ublic interest in effective | 
"necessary and legit see them get burned. On the PU5'c i len. ge 
ecessary and legitimate tool of | not know is that the victim did not : administration of criminal justice 


x^ the system. Indiana law also want to testi Sif other hand the examination may ‘ 
{substantiated the t plea Pe etaed We sift out the habitual offender and) i$ Served. 
nacion h evidence against the He recommended that a 


Se | bargaining by calling for written weak. All the public sees is the [ff put that man back into the judicial orbseciitor, shoultl dock Gupte A 


~~ agreements for plea bargaining in | used getting off with a lesser | Process for a trial. is : 
LLLA felony cases. Sindee, aia a reality he might There are all kinds of people) | Plea bargaining with favor when a 
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| A plea bargain is an agreement | pever have . been punished |) breaking the law, some are good | P of E is entered when a | 
‘bya defendant to plead guilty to a [S without the bargain. people who just made. a, little gg C!smissa/ Ol one = charge s | 
criminal charge with the reason- The behind closed doors policy | mistake. What police don't like to į substituted with a plea of guilty to 


see is the “habitual offender" other charges reasonably related 
to the offense and he should not 
oppose dismissals of charges with 
a plea of guilty entered. 

The final recommendations are | 
that the court should not penalize 
the offender if he chooses to take | 
the case to jury and that a judge | 
who rejects a plea negotiation 
should not hear the case when it | 
comes to trial. —  - 


> able expectation of receiving | also allows questions of what 
— some consideration from the pressure was applied to reach the 
state. lt is drawn up by the agreement? Is the defendant 
Prosecuting attorney and the |” dictating his own sentence? Is an 
|defense attorney and must be |) innocent man entering a plea of $ 
acceptable and understood by the guilty to avoid trial and possible BB 
defendant. Í prosecution for a crime he did not 
The agreement is presented to E commit? 
the judge at the time of a regular!) Those are some of the basic 
court appearance and may be X objections to the process and 
accepted or rejected by the judge. | most are apparently either mis- 
; The judge is not involved in draw- 17 conceptions about the practice or 
ing up the agreement, and if he Fi are problems that could bep 
rejects it, the defendant will have | eliminated from the negotiations) ~ 
to face the charges against him in ff ir plea bargaining were brough 
a normal courtroom manner. into the open. This is discussed 
= later, with guidelines suggested 
in the Steckler paper. 


with a ‘‘sharp attorney” get off 
with a plea bargain when they 
have a good case against him. 
The scrutiny a case undergoes 
in drawing up a plea bargain 


often brings to light a weak case. 
hen this happens a bargain is 
often drawn up which assures the |, 
state of a conviction with a plea of 
guilty to a lesser charge. This is 
"the time that the public is often 
Tired by the outcome, because the i 
‘reasoning for the lesser pleats | 
not evident. 1 
However, both Jawyers and 
lawmen usually agree that | 
‘conviction by plea bargaining, 
rather than failure to convict in | 
the courtroom, is a better use of £ 
the judicial system. Without plea- 
bargaining, a lot of people would 
i get off scott-free. It can get the 
: job done since at least they will 
3 get something. Often in a major 
9 crime, with weak evidence, the 
| ? accused might get off without 
| punishment in a jury trial. 
In examining a burglary 
Í charge, for example, the prose- 
cuting attorney and defense 
attorney might both realize the © 
| 4? evidence gathered for trial would © 
3 not convict the accused of first 
degree burglary. But if they agree 
ut that second degree burglary is =. 
| 7) 3 shown that he can and probably —— 
| 


will be convicted of that charge, | 
then a bargain might be struck for = —- 
a guilty plea to the lesser count | 
Í 38 for assured conviction. E 
| This illustration points out that 
I i the prosecuting attorney, defense. 
attorney and the defendant are all £- 
"7 consulted in the ‘bargaining — 
and all must agree that the course 
ï decided upon is just. 
Plea bargaining is often the 
1 source of ‘‘testimony or aid." 
| This too is often a bitter pill for 
the public to swallow, when a 
man testifies against his fellow k 
| criminals and is therefore "given |. — 
~ consideration"' by the court. Local 
"police and attorneys however, | 
agree that often getting a 
conviction of several involved in 
the same crime, is the best route 
~~ to follow. 


Asked if sometimes the person 
bargained with for this testimony, 
‘doesn’t get off without fair ^. 
‘punishment, most prosecutors |. 
'said no. not if they're doing their 
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A By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON, Ind. — Accused mass 
murderer Michael Wright is expected to 
plead guilty Monday to charges ar- 
- ranged through a plea bargaining agree- 
| ment for the murders of four Parke 
County brothers on Feb. 14. 

Wright is to appear in the Daviess 
Circuit Court in Washington before 
Judge James R. Arthur at 9 a.m. Mon- 
day. 

Wright is expected to plead guilty to 
— one charge of first degree murder and to 

three charges of second degree murder. 
~ According to a plea bargaining agree- 
ment reached between Wright and his 
counsel, Stephen Trueblood of Terre 
Haute, and Parke County Prosecutor 
Clelland Hanner, Wright will be sen- 
tenced to two terms of life in prison. one 
for the first degree murder charge and 
the other for one of the second degree 
29 murder charges, and two terms of 15-25 

~ years in prison, for the other two second 
2 degree murder charges. 
T. The plea bargaining agreement states 
—— that Wright is not to be confined in any 
—9 institution with Roger Drollinger, one of 
the co-defendants already convicted of 
- the murders. Wright testified for the 
— state against Drollinger, telling the 
court of Drollinger's participation in the 
murders. 
] Arthur told The TRIBUNE. though. 
| that the law stipulates that anyone sent 
to prison on a life sentence must be sent 
to the state prison. He said, therefore, 
he will have to send Wright to Michigan | 
City, but the prison officials, taking into 
consideration the prosecutor's recom- 
mendation in the agreement, can send 
him to another institution if they feel his | 
safety is endangered at the prison. 

The agreement was reportedly | 
reached about a week and a half ago. 
Arthur tentatively approved the agree- 
ment last week. 

Wright was scheduled to begin his 
trial Monday in the Daviess Circuit 
Court, until the agreement was reached. 
Now, instead, he is expected to 
withdraw his pleas of not guilty to the | 
four charges of first degree murder 


guilty pleas for the agreed upon charges. 


. Wrig ht guilty 
may be iven 
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originally filed against him and to enter | 


y ple bs 


Arthur indicated he um order a pre- 
sentence investigation on Wright, which © 
has to be completed within 30 days. 
Sentencing then follows. 

Arthur pointed out his final approval | 
of the plea bargaining agreement de- | 
pends on the outcome of the pre-sen- [— 
tence investigation. He explained © 
Wright’s background is traced by a f 
probation officer to determine what kind 
of sentence should be given. 

Wright and three other Montgomery 
County young men were charged with 
four counts of first degree murder each 
for the St. Valentine's Day murders of 
teen-age brothers Ralph, Reeve and 
Raymond Spencer and their step- 
brother. Gregory Brooks, 22. 

Two of the co-defendants, Drollinger. 
24, and David Smith, 18, have been 
convicted of the charges and are in the 
Indiana State Prison in Michigan City. 

Wright and the other co-defendant, 
Daniel Stonebraker, 21, testified against 
Droilinger and Smith in their trials. 
They told of the parts Drollinger and 
Smith reportedly played in the murders, 
and told of their own involvement. 

Hanner had reported he offered the 
same plea bargaining agreement to 
Stonebraker, but Stonebraker’s at- 
torney. Donald Gibson of Veedersburg, 
told The TRIBUNE last week no agree- 
ment had been reached with the prose- 
cutor. He said he and his client would 
like some ‘‘additional things.” 


